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Pre-Conference: Fireside Chat on Post-Qualitative Research (Wednesday, May 3rd, 2017) 
	  

5:00pm  
to  
6:30pm 
(Ponderosa Commons Oak House Room 1001) 

One of our keynote speakers, Professor Patti Lather, will offer a fireside chat open to a small number 
of graduate students. This pre-conference fireside chat provides an opportunity for graduate students 
to explore the significance of qualitative research, as well as its problems, diversities, and futures.  
 
Chair and discussant: Professor Taylor Webb 
 

Notes  There are only 25 spots available. Graduate students who have completed a prior online registration 
with Lena by email (yelene4@gmail.com) would be given priority. 

Relevant Cultural Studies and Education Essays on 
the Conference Website 

http://edst.educ.ubc.ca/culturalstudiesconference/ 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0dawug4fps6fuea/AACAtY7t4IUSPIGfbEVdJ3m2a?dl=0 
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Conference Day One (Thursday, May 4th, 2017) 
Welcome to the traditional, ancestral, unceded territory of the Musqueam people. 

	  
8:00AM to 9:00AM Registration 
 
9:00AM  
to  
9:30AM 
(Ballroom) 
 

Opening Remarks 
 

Welcome by Elder Larry Grant to the ancestral, traditional, and unceded land of the Musqueam People upon which the 
University of British Columbia is located. 

Handel Kashope Wright (Professor, Director of Centre for Culture, Identity and Education, University of British Columbia) 
Ali A. Abdi (Professor and Head of the Department of Educational Studies, University of British Columbia) 

Blye Frank (Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Education, University of British Columbia) 
 

9:30AM to 9:45AM Break 
 
9:45AM  
to  
11:15AM 
(Ballroom) 

Keynote Speaker: Patti Lather (Professor Emeritus, Ohio State University) 
 

Theorizing Cultural Studies of Education: Post (Foundationalist) Promises, Lost Subjects and Tiny Optimisms 
This paper addresses 1) the terms in use across the cross-disciplinary fields of curriculum studies, foundational studies and cultural 
studies of education in terms of “keeping up” with the never-ending turns in academic theory, and 2) where the attention to 
difference lies under the signs of these cross-disciplinary fields. To explore the latter, I focus on the dominant analytic for looking at 
difference these days, at least in women’s studies: intersectionality theory. To this end, i advance a tiny critical genealogy that traces 
the journey of intersectionality toward a kind of “small hegemony” in multicultural analysis, allowing for the messiness of identity 
and addressing the paradoxes that have arisen across its applications. I conclude with a note on what it means to theorize in 
precarious times where the fantasies we are used to have lost their purchase. In the struggle toward attachments that can sustain us in 
living out our relation to the loss of what is not working, this is a queer sort of strategy that recognizes we are worn out by the 
promises we have attached to our attachments and their failures to deliver. 
 

Respondent to The Keynote: Mary Bryson (Professor, University of British Columbia) 
 

11:15AM  
to 11:30AM 

 
Break 
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Kinship is Indigenous Research: Place Based Epistemologies in Community and University Contexts 

(Room 1003) 
 
Creating/strengthening family kinship networks are important processes within an Indigenous (mutually beneficial) research 
relationship. This responsibility moves the researcher beyond the university while creating accountability based on indigenous 
family values and Indigenous community ethics. Universities are in conflicted positions as they invite Indigenous expression, but 
resist the undoing of conventional hierarchies that maintain hegemonic equilibrium. Are Universities that welcome Indigenous 
knowledges and the place based blending—and bending-- of metaphysical and physical realities leading a paradigm change in 
ecological consciousness? Can Indigenous scholars and Indigenous communities be represented in academic locations in ways that 
redirect the goals and purposes of research and knowledge production? (Kuokkannen, 2007). Such a decolonizing move, as Shawn 
Wilson points out, requires re-centering of indigenous epistemologies and axiologies (Wilson, S, 2008). A fundamental value of this 
process is generosity, an Indigenous community understanding that is in contrast to the resource-extractive paradigm of the western 
academy. This panel of Indigenous scholars who work in both community and university spaces present emerging conversations and 
challenges for transformation in the meanings and purposes of research. In this panel we interrogate the goals of the research inquiry 
process from an Indigenist standpoint. This panel will highlight aspects of the place based kin-making process of Indigenous 
relational knowledge as a new/old research paradigm focusing on the unceded Musqueam homelands where UBC resides. 
 
Panelist 1: Michael Marker is an Associate Professor in the Department of Educational Studies at the University of British 
Columbia and the director of Ts"kel Indigenous Graduate Studies. He was Teacher Education Director at Northwest Indian College 
at the Lummi reservation in Washington State. His work, analyzing the history and politics of Indigenous education, has appeared in 
Paedagogica Historica, History of Education, History of Education Review, International Journal of Qualitative Studies in 
Education, Canadian Journal of Native Education, Anthropology & Education Quarterly and The Harvard Educational Review. His 
present research brings to light ecological education and place based pedagogies in the Coast Salish region. His forthcoming works 
are focused on Indigenous historiographies, traditional ecological knowledge, and Indigenous research methodologies. 
 
Panelist 2: Shane Point, Ti Te-in is a proud member of the Point Family and equally proud member of the Coast Salish Nation. Ti 
Te-in has provided cross cultural work for the municipal, provincial & federal governments as well as many colleges & universities. 
As well Ti Te-in has facilitated workshops for the past forty years. Ti Te-in's main body of work has been in the counselling field 
where he has helped human beings age 6 to 93. Ti Te-in is a dynamic & engaging Teacher. His motto is, "Have Fun!” 
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Panelist 3: ma’iingan/ts’axtsagis/sninik agis/oyate dopa known in English as Rupert Richardson is from the Guskimukw, Nuxalk, 
Chippewa and Norweigan Nations. He is a PhD student in UBC’s Educational Studies program. Rupert has worked in the field of 
education in various capacities. He has developed curriculum for UBC’s institute for aboriginal health and was an elementary school 
teacher at Squiala First Nation as well as sessional teacher for Stenberg College. He also worked as the indigenous graduate student 
coordinator for SFU - where he created indigenous programming that supports emotional/spiritual/mental wellness/learning for 
indigenous graduate students. Much of the work that he’s been involved with outside of the university has been working to create 
culturally inclusive programming within Vancouver’s Downtown East Side with the “culture saves lives” movement. His work 
centers indigenous knowledges and ways of learning that he credits to his time spent with family and other indigenous knowledge 
holders. 
 

 
Seeking Equity in Turbulent Times: Higher Education Contexts for Equity Work 

(Room 1002) 
 
Recent events, from the rise of the far-right and popular emergence of white supremacy in various parts of the world to increased 
political instability resulting in unprecedented numbers of refugees fleeing war and political upheaval, are heralding extremely 
turbulent times in our world. As such “relations of subjection, suffering, dispossession and contempt for human dignity and the 
sanctity of life are at the center of social existence” (McLaren, 1995, p. 1). This emotional dislocation and sense of helplessness is 
the result of a “dehydrated imagination that has lost its capacity to dream otherwise” (McLaren, 1995, p. 2). According to Richards 
and Odora Hoppers (2012), this dislocation will create a situation in which society will simply regurgitate old ways of knowing, 
seeing and living; it will be a world without creativity, without thinking. This panel sets out to address the necessity of “dream[ing] 
otherwise,” and for educational institutions to respond to the systems, structures, and relations that perpetuate inequity by engaging 
in acts of resistance that have the ability to transform and disrupt hegemonic and colonial hierarchies while working towards social 
and cognitive justice 
 
Ethical spaces of engagement for relations of equity: Shifting how higher education is done (Lynette Shultz) 
Although the overarching context for higher education in most parts of the world reflects the values and ideology of neoliberalism 
and the inevitability of a world (dis)organized by capitalism, within institutions there is a resistance emerging that demands 
recognition of non-western onto-epistemologies and ways of organizing relations among human and non-human co-habitants on the 
planet (Haraway, 2016). This resistance is given even more urgency as planetary ecological, economic, and social conditions 
deteriorate at an intensified pace. How this resistance is taken up is important in understanding if and where institutional changes 
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might emerge. This paper brings together Ermine’s (2007) proposal for “ethical space of engagement” with the decolonial demands  
of cognitive justice (Dussel, 20??; de Sousa Santos (2014); Odora Hoppers & Richards, 2013; Visvanathan, 1997) and Haraway’s 
(2016) call for making “oddkin”, to understand how higher education institutional change could serve goals of decolonization, the 
liberation of knowledge, and equity. This is a call for more than finding a space within institutions, a kind of change with no 
difference (Shultz, 2009), but rather a re-imagining how we experience and share knowledge for life on a shared planet. 
 
The long journey towards equity: Roadblocks and setbacks (Evelyn Hamdon) 
In these reflections on the path to equity during turbulent and highly conservative times, I draw upon an unlikely pairing of scholars: 
Sara Ahmed and Frederic Bouchard. Ahmed is invaluable for her feminist scholarship on equity work in post secondary institutions, 
and Bouchard for some (unconventional) inspiration about how we might get around the roadblocks we encounter when doing 
institutional equity work. 
 
Community engaged activism at the intersections and edges of higher education (Thashika Pillay) 
This paper emerged from my doctoral research that examines community and political engagement among African Canadian 
women. Interviews and focus groups with female youth participants (aged 18-25 years of age) attending post-secondary institutions 
in Alberta highlighted the ways in which youth engaged in community activism in institutions of higher education in order to disrupt 
the colonial power matrix. 
 

 
Cultural Studies Interventions into Educational Institutions 

(Room 1001) 
 
Good Citizen, Bad Activist: How Institutions Structure Moral Economies (Mark Stern and Kristi Carey) 
Contemporary critical scholarship on the university firmly places new discursive and curricular formations within a global context 
of neoliberal, neoimperial, and neocolonial processes. For example, Mitchell (2011) situates the institutionalization of what he terms 
the interdisciplines (e.g. Ethnic Studies, Cultural Studies, Women’s Studies) within a historical context of containment, legibility 
and re-territorialization of radical possibility (see also Harney & Moten, 2013). Diffusing the ideological and pedagogical intention 
of liberatory praxis, the welcoming of the interdisciplines marks a particular moment of liberal inclusion. Here, the university uses 
the interdisciplines, many making recourse to Cultural Studies, to assert its moral structure, without which it is unable to justify its 
place as a democratic community of progressive thought, a project that remains crucial to its role in knowledge production, citizen 
formation, and global participation. Institutionalization is yet another itinerant investment in a longer tradition of, as Du Bois 
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(1920/2004) suggests, a reformist agenda that recapitulates the logics of white supremacy. The institutionalized use value of 
traditions of radical thought and praxis has become increasingly more visible as universities have come under great scrutiny by 
student activists for institutionalized racism, masking of sexual violence, and collusion with global capitalism. Linked by the 
symptoms of the global present and the seepage of historically revolutionary and praxis-oriented theory, student movements, from 
Cape Town to Missouri, have demanded the university’s address. This rupture marks a new paradigm for understanding institutions 
today and the relationship between moral and political economies. That is, while the university’s investments of liberalism rely upon 
the interdisciplines, lauding them as a representative part of the university structure, their oozing revolutionary potential 
simultaneously marks their disavowal. Using the outwardly global student and the internally critical activist as subjects of inquiry, 
we aim to show how institutions have attempted to conceal their complicity in political, structural, and physical violence through 
and by manufacturing an emergent morality principle of what constitutes good and bad academic subjects. Through 
auto-ethnographic methods, we ask questions of what it means to work towards social justice futures in the university, 
always-already as subjects entangled in its terrain.  
 
The Personal is Intersectionally Global: How I use the Global Sociological Imagination to Teach Global Social Justice 
(Charles Quist-Adade) 
In this paper, I demonstrate how I employ Charles Wright Mills’ sociological imagination and a slice of my biography to teach 
social justice to my students. Taking inspiration from quotes from three champions of global justice—Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Mahatma Gandhi, and Kwame Nkrumah— I illustrate through a short video the importance of seeing social justice is not only 
transnational/global idea and project, but is also both local and universal. In additional, using W. E. B. Du Bois’ intersectionality, 
Patricia Hill Collin’s matrix of domination and the critical constructivist perspective, I show that (1) Global Social Justice (GSJ) 
recognizes the commonality of the human condition. (2) GSJ is a deeply and inextricably a local and global phenomenon; one 
cannot exist in isolation from the other. In other words, the promotion or denial of social justice locally has both immediate and 
remote/future implications globally. The reverse is equally true; social justice promoted or demoted in a far flung corner of the 
world affects social justice at home. (3) GSJ is transnational, transcending national and cultural boundaries, and (4) GSJ is both a 
domestic and global normative imperative, recognizing interstices of race, gender, class, sexuality, age, and (dis)ability. 
 
“Education” as one of many Cultural Studies “Projects” (Boulou Ebanda de B'béri) 
If the discipline of Education has always been, broadly speaking, about researching, learning, con-testing and applying what is 
researched, learned, con-tested, and applied from all other academic disciplines, the question of whether the ante-discipline of 
Cultural Studies, or the institutionalized discipline of Cultural Studies, or all other conditions of possibilities of cultural studies 
projects’ acknowledge their Education origins is – and remains – a non-issue, an epistemological fallacy. In this presentation, I 
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would like to propose a different route of questioning; a route that rather takes on the historicity of multiple others (elsewhere) 
Cultural Studies projects that predate the institutionalized/disciplinary articulations of the Cultural Studies. Indeed, rather than 
departing from the claim of a non-contested, powerful regime of disciplinary genitors that started with Centre for Contemporary 
Cultural Studies at Birmingham University, I would like to argue that the domains of Cultural Studies are not only inescapably 
entangled within Education, but several “educational” cultural studies projects around the world must have nursed the very 
existence of the discipline of Education. To support this line of inquiry, I use some marginal “transgeographical” practices of 
expression, namely that of Negritude in the ‘Francophone’ Africa and the Caribbean and that of the New Negro Movement, mainly 
in the USA. I will conclude that a different analysis of these practices of expression would echo not only the very struggle at the 
heart of Cultural Studies pedagogical projects of intellectual activism, but also the necessity of change and innovation at the center 
disciplinary practices of education. 
 

 
Cultural Studies and Critical Pedagogy 

(Room 1008) 
 
Cultural Studies in/as Pedagogy: Rhetorical Perspectives on Education (Kris Rutten) 
There is a small but growing body of work that explores the “intersection” between cultural studies and rhetoric by addressing 
related questions about culture, interpretation and critical practice (Rosteck, 1998; O’Donnel, 2007; Strecker & Tyler, 2009). 
Although rhetorical studies and cultural studies have very different institutional and historical pasts (O’ Donnel, 2007), they both 
aim at revealing how the symbols we use create a specific social order and focus on symbolic practices as forms of power and 
performance (Rosteck, 1998). In this paper I will introduce concepts from new rhetoric as tools for critique and explore what a 
“full” rhetorical perspective (Lanham, 2006) can imply for cultural studies and education. From the perspective of cultural studies it 
is argued that education should reflect our dynamic and diverse culture. In the field of education, the fading unity of ideology with 
regard to what should be on the curriculum or should be taught, can be approached as a series of confrontations between different 
cultural perspectives, media and texts. This confrontation has important practical implications: “What should we be teaching – when 
there is no ‘we’?” (Graff, 1988, p. 149). This implies that high on the agenda of education are the we, the what, the how and 
certainly the why. In this paper, I explore concepts from new rhetoric – specifically Kenneth Burke’s ‘symbol wisdom’ and Wayne 
Booth’s ‘listening rhetoric’ - as tools for offering a meta-perspective on the complexity of the debate between the what, the how but 
also the why of education. 
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A “Cultural Studies Approach” to Public Remembrances of Historical Trauma: An Undertaking of and for Education 
(Karen Espiritu) 
In his framing of education as a constitutive element of cultural studies, Henry Giroux—in his essay “Doing Cultural Studies: Youth 
and the Challenge of Pedagogy”—argues that “[t]he importance of pedagogy to the content and context of cultural studies lies in the 
relevance it has for illuminating how knowledge and social identities are produced in a variety of sites in addition to schools” (95). 
Giroux further points out that pedagogy’s “theoretical center of gravity begins [….] with real people articulating and rewriting their 
lived experiences within rather than outside of history,” and that “pedagogy […] is about understanding how power works within 
particular historical, social, and cultural contexts in order to engage and when necessary to change such contexts” (95). This latter 
assertion, in particular, explicitly communicates the robust commitment to social justice and transformative politics that education 
and cultural studies share and commonly seek to uphold. My paper examines this particular confluence between education and 
cultural studies in the context of critical scholarship on the public remembrance of historical traumas. Drawing from Roger Simon’s 
influential work on the educative force of memorial and testamentary responses to historical trauma and Michael Rothberg’s 
concept of “multi-directional memory,” I argue that critical engagements with the (counter-memorial) politics of representation that 
inform artistic-commemorative responses to events such as 9/11 and the 1959 Cuban Revolution offer productive sites from which 
to consider how cultural studies projects are always already undertakings of and for education. 
 
Silence As Empowerment and Cultural Mark: The Intersection of Cultural Studies, Critical Pedagogy and Deaf Studies 
(Ana Cruz) 
This conceptual paper explores, through the theoretical lens of critical pedagogy, the intersection of cultural studies and Deaf 
studies. Deafness is often perceived through the medical model as a deficit and disability, yet it can be argued as being socially 
construed. Hegemonic assumptions about ableism can marginalize and oppress a large segment of the world population - the Deaf 
community. The Deaf community is very heterogeneous but shares cultural marks, of which communication through signed 
language(s) is the most visible. Silence, therefore, for the Deaf world, is not a sign of deficiency (as constructed by the Hearing 
world) but a sign of strength and empowerment, an embodied cultural difference. This emergence of a 'strong' Deaf culture, as 
illustrated by the modern field of (critical) Deaf studies, finds its most confident expression in the concepts of Deafhood (Ladd, 
2003) and Deaf Gain (Bauman & Murray, 2014). The study of Deaf culture within cultural studies, however, is unfortunately 
neglected but promises a rewarding avenue of inquiry. Cultural studies, therefore, is not just a vehicle for "giving voice" (Maton & 
Wright, 2002) to a marginalized group, but a means of educating (Wright & Maton, 2004; Giroux, 1992) the hearing world and the 
Deaf world about hegemony, marginalization, oppression, and ethnocentrism. An education rooted in the intersection of cultural 
studies, critical pedagogy and Deaf studies can lead to an understanding of what are the oppressive forces and how these forces can 
affect the lives of Deaf people, eventually leading to challenge and social transformation. 
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12:45PM to 1:45PM 
 

Lunch 
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1:45PM  
to  
3:00PM 
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Performance Sessions 

Visual Media Jam 
Short film (Sarah Shamash) 
 
Short film, Without Words, on surviving Residential School and the Holocaust (Jules Koostachin) 
 
Short film, Regalia: Pride in Two Spirits (Jen Sung) 
 
Short film, Mob Medicine (by Amanda Strong & Bracken Hanuse Corlett featuring Mob Bounce) 
 
Video poem (Nilofar Shidmehr) 
 
Photography (Yoriko Gillard) 

3:00PM to 3:15PM Break 
 
Day One 
(Thursday, May 4th, 
2017) 
 
3:15PM  
to  
4:30PM 
(Concurrent 
Sessions) 
 
 
 

 

(Post)colonial Tensions and Educational Intentions 
(Room 1003) 

 

The Ambivalence of Colonial Discourse in Barbara Kruger’s ‘Untitled (Smash Up)’: Reading Art with an Eye Toward 
Higher Education (Amy Metcalfe) 
Barbara Kruger’s 2016 site-specific work ‘Untitled (Smash Up)’ shown at the Vancouver Art Gallery, which represented quotations 
by Carlos Fuentes, Homi Bhabha, and Aimé Césaire, is examined in relation to critical internationalization studies in higher 
education, with a focus on themes of colonialism, inequality, and deinstitutionalization. Kruger’s text-based installation provides an 
opportunity to anticipate and critique voyeuristic appropriations and ambivalent standpoints that occur within internationalization 
research. Kruger’s installation was promoted as a type of visual post-colonial discourse, but I argue is that this is not the case. 
Rather, the installation was an example of Bhabha’s notion of the “metonymy of presence” that is colonial discourse. This may have 
been intentional on Kruger’s part, and thus my aim is not to prove or disprove that Kruger’s installation was an ironic example of 
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Bhabha’s theory, to say that it was an artwork that performed colonialism even as it quoted post-colonial theorists, but that a close 
visual reading of ‘Untitled (Smash Up)’ can be a useful interruption to our own theoretical thinking about critical 
internationalization studies, to highlight the invisible presence of our own mimicry and ambivalence as scholars, as international 
educators and as agents/objects of internationalization. 
 
Re-culturing postcolonial educational contexts for social development (Ali A. Abdi) 
It is a commonly held truism that formal education leads to social development, deployed here as tangible improvements in people's 
social, political, economic and technological situations. Social development can also be about personal or subjective senses of 
well-being where beyond any material endowments, one feels a level of satisfaction that could emanate from their community or 
family contexts. While the claims of social development as something that can be designed to advance people's life situations is now 
many decades old (Black, 2002; Rist, 2007), the role of education in serving as an important catalyst in achieving social 
development has become contentious in the past few decades. The postcolonial critiques of education and its attachments to social 
development focus on its enduring Eurocentrism which rescinds the histories and cultures of colonized populations in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. In precise terms, the focus of this paper is to specifically critique colonial education programs in previously 
colonized countries, where it remains an agent of cultural imperialism (Said, 1993), stunting the needed social development of these 
zones of our world. It is with this in mind that the paper presents select prospects for the re-culturation of learning systems for viable 
and at least partially indigenously threaded possibilities of individual and community development. For literature and theoretical 
support, the paper will borrow from the works of some prominent postcolonial/anti-colonial writers including Julius Nyerere (1968), 
Walter Rodney (1982); Chinua Achebe (1994, 2000); Ngugi wa Thiong'o, (1986, 2006, 2009); Ashis Nandy (1997) and Ranajit 
Guha (1998). 
 
Representation Matters: On Race, Empire, and Education (Roland Sintos Coloma) 
This paper will examine the United States’ first colony in Asia and the historical relationship of race, empire, and education. Using 
the Philippines in the early 1900s as a case study, it will explore the following questions: How were Filipinos as colonized subjects 
represented? And how did their portrayal impact the education provided to them? When the US gained possession of the Philippines 
after the Spanish-American War in 1898, the newly-acquired colonial subjects posed a significant problem to the rising global 
power. Debates between pro-annexationists and anti-imperialists, underpinned by concerns regarding protection from other foreign 
powers, economic self-interest, and sovereign governance, set the stage for the emergence of Filipinos in the US transnational 
imaginary and control through empire. The paper will mobilize the concept of “imperial fix” in the confluence of race, empire, and 
education in three ways: to formulate the problem, to fortify understanding of the problem; and to reform the colonized population. 
The Filipino problem – or, the question of what the United States ought to do with its colonized subjects in Asia – became a focal 
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source of discussions in the metropole and the colony. Archival analysis of both conventional (e.g., government speeches and 
reports) and unconventional (e.g., popular culture artifacts) materials will reveal an intensive and systematic depiction of Filipinos 
as uncivilized but not altogether incorrigible children. Ultimately, the paper will argue that racist and often infantilizing 
representations served as justifying rationality for US benevolent tutelage of Filipinos for modernity and civilization. 
 

 
Complex Articulation of African Knowledge and African-ness 

(Room 1002) 
 
Contributions of Performing Arts to Re-affirmation in Indigenous Knowledge: A Case of Kenyan Folk Songs and Dances 
(Timothy Njoora) 
In academic circles, definition of culture has received both consensus and contradictions based on its multiple interpretations. 
However, in literature it (culture) is defined as beliefs and behaviors of a society consisting of abstract ideas, shared values and view 
of the world, the combination of which inform our world and reflect a people's behavior, norms and collective identity. In many 
world cultures culmination of cultural identity is inseparable from folk music, dances, oral tradition, gender-specific attire, tangible 
and intangible material culture. In a paper presented during UNESCO / Kenyatta University culture seminar, Njoora (2016) 
observed that in modern world where some nations are so powerful economically, in military might, technology and other frontiers, 
some nations that may not be well endowed in these spheres but are deeply rich with intangible culture, music traditions, cultural 
artifacts and other forms of heritage and yet such incredible riches are often under-reported and opinions remain fairly silent on such 
great cultural roots and foundations. Based on the centrality of culture among people, the importance of sharing, preservation and 
promotion of culture claims a significant following. This paper interrogates the role of performing arts in continued re-affirmation of 
Kenyan indigenous knowledge and practices. Specifically, this paper addresses the following issues; (a) Contributions of 
Performing Arts is sharing of indigenous knowledge, (b) Kenya’s activities and efforts in preservation of culture, and consequent 
adherence to national identity, (c) The role of Art Music arrangements and adaptation of Folk Songs towards re-construction oral 
history, (d) Place and role of Kenyan music and culture in local learning institutions. 
 
The Nexus of Gender Justice and Education Rights Discourse: Maasai Girls’ Subjectivities (Serena Koissaba) 
Global development discourse around the interplay between social justice and childhood issues are complicated when interpreting 
these ideas contextually through translocational gender and cultural lenses. This paper attempts to address some of the following 
questions: How do international gender and education interventions problematize the transition for Maasai girls as they transition 
from childhood to adulthood? Can Amartya Sen’s capability framework, work effectively for African children in Kenya who by 
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their cultural norms become adults before the age of 18? In what ways are the social justice schemes producing disaggregated 
cultural structures for Maasai Girls? This essay will therefore examines how Maasai girls’ subjectivities are affected by gender and 
education rights mediation through Amartya Sen’s ‘capabilities approach’ and a human rights framework. The experiences and 
perspectives of female subjects has seemingly been distorted within feminist and geopolitical rhetoric. Transnational feminism in 
this work is positioned as a postcolonial project that employs theories of human rights, capabilities, and multiculturalism as lenses in 
which to interrogate practices of erasures of voice and representation of active participants within the movement, but reconsider 
what feminist theory can do to move the conversation away from male centric ideologies. 
 
"El Cajón" as unifying element of the Peruvian and Afro-Peruvian identity (Fernando Bruno Torres Montoya) 
Afro Peruvian music has been spreading in recent years with justified recognition, so that, without it, the identification of national 
folklore would be impossible. Thus, the cultural mixture and the creation of a way of being, feeling and expressing, that have 
molded the Peru of today, can be known through music. To locate the process of musical creation of rhythms and songs of African 
root, it is necessary to travel, in a very tight way, the history of the Afro Peruvian population from the arrival of its first 
representatives, who accompanied the Spanish conquerors, passing through the Colonial period until the republican era, to observe 
their forms of resistance and cultural expression. So profound has been the presence of Africans and their African-American 
descendants in society and history that the country and its culture can not be understood without considering their contribution in the 
creation of a national feeling. But little has been done in that regard. The history of Afro-Peruvian culture has not only been that of 
slavery, but it has undoubtedly been marked by it. Therefore, we will explain the relationship between Peruvian and Afro Peruvian 
identity, based on one of its maximum cultural contributions; The music and his majesty “EL CAJON”. Finally, we will make a live 
performance of the musical instrument and its different forms of original expression. 
 

Extramural Education: Saturday School, International Student, and Community-based Media Pedagogy 
(Room 1001) 

 
This panel takes extramural education seriously: in general to value an origin/vision of cultural studies as extramural adult education 
work outside academia (Grossberg, 1997), and in particular to emphasize the ongoing practical workings of local projects. By 
offering three different cases, the three panelists share their experiences and voices on how extramural education creates extra 
spaces alongside/beyond institutionalized boundaries. The first story talks about a Cantonese Saturday School in Vancouver’s 
Chinatown, extramural to the recently institutionalized Cantonese Language program at the University of British Columbia. With a 
focus on place-based learning, what difference would this Saturday school of Cantoneseness make in the changing linguistic and 
cultural landscapes? Also with relevance to language and Chinatown, the second story follows an autoethnographic path to reveal 
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small everyday practices of youth-senior collaborative learning, as an international student meeting immigrant 
elders/volunteers/(part-time) social workers/local activists, in the midst of land developments increasingly surfaced in media reports. 
The third story speaks to the media production itself, in particular to the critical uses/activism potentials of community-based media 
pedagogy – on the one hand enabling voices from historically racialized communities, while on the other hand growing with/beyond 
its status quo in several humanities-based Asian Canadian research and teaching initiatives at the University of British Columbia. 
Together and tentatively, the three panelists hope to invite conversations on crossover learning and extended relationships, while 
making a modest case for extramural education as context-sensitive and flexible practices where one could “push the borders 
conceptually, theoretically and in praxis, and where one could do ‘real politics’”(Wright & Maton, 2004, pp.76-77). 
 
Bridging the gap between linguistic and cultural spaces in the language classroom: The case of a new Cantonese Saturday 
School in Vancouver Chinatown (Zoe Lam) 
This paper illustrates how neighbourhoods in Vancouver can serve as an effective venue to bridge the gap between linguistic and 
cultural spaces in language teaching. Culture learning has been regarded as “the fifth dimension in the language classroom” (Damen 
1987). Learning outcomes of language classes should not only present language as an instrument of communication, but also a 
carrier of culture. Traditional foreign language teaching often takes place in non-foreign cultural spaces. Learners in the classroom 
spend contact hours on interacting with objects like the textbook, audio CDs or videos; in many cases the only native speaker that 
they interact with is the instructor. Not everyone has the financial capacity to travel to the relevant country for cultural immersion. A 
new Cantonese course in Vancouver Chinatown, however, focuses on place-based learning to highlight the fact that a language does 
not exist without its speakers and culture. This novel format has caught the attention of local media such as Li (2016). For each 
session, the first hour is spent on language instruction (e.g. vocabulary of fruits), and the second hour is for field trips (e.g. visiting a 
grocery store in Chinatown) so that learners can interact with native speakers directly and earn hands-on experience of Cantonese 
culture (e.g. oranges are appropriate gifts when visiting seniors). This case study has implications for how educators in multicultural 
societies can facilitate culture learning by making use of places like Chinatown, where linguistic and cultural spaces intersect.  
 
“Come drink soup”: Can international students do more? (Yao Xiao) 
In this paper I prioritize international students’ capacity for interventional social actions, in order to depart from a mainstream 
literature that tended to restrictedly research international students’ complex agency within the (psychological) discourse of personal 
cultural adjustment (e.g., Arthur & Flynn, 2011), within the (economic) discourse of calculative education-employment-immigration 
transition (e.g., Geddie, 2013), or within the space of academic institutions (e.g., Guo & Chase, 2011). To make such a departure, I 
deploy a strategy of autoethnographic storytelling. Taking up the concept of “thirdspace” (Soja, 1996) to unfold multiple relations, 
taking up the contextual intensity of Vancouver’s Chinatown as “fields of care” (Tuan, 1979), and taking up the modesty of 
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autobiographical paths (Hall, 1992), I seek to make a case on how international students could be capable though uneasy to act in a 
circuit of extramural learning/praxis: from academic learning to institutionalized volunteering/social work, further towards 
grassroots work with marginalized seniors, further entangled with local activism, and further returning these to academic praxis.      
 
Uncovering hidden histories of Asian Canadian experiences: Community-based media pedagogy at UBC (Denise Fong) 
Asian Canadian studies as an academic discipline emerged from a long and complex history of anti-Asian racism and acts of 
historical injustice against Asian communities in Canada. Over the last few decades, Asian Canadian social and cultural activism 
has evolved from street protests, grassroots radio, literary and artistic representations, to social media activism. With the advent of 
Youtube, affordable smartphone devices, and prosumer digital recording devices, participatory media has become a popular 
platform of self expression and civic engagement by racialized youth in Vancouver. At the University of British Columbia (UBC), a 
growing number of classrooms have adopted media production as a pedagogical approach in the research and teaching of historical 
and contemporary issues of Asians in Canada. By providing a space for university students to engage in digital storytelling and 
community-based media production in the classroom, students are empowered to collect and share voices of diverse racialized 
communities represented through stories of family histories, ethnic foodways, and marginalized groups. In this working paper, I 
discuss the use of community-based media pedagogy in several humanities-based Asian Canadian research and teaching initiatives 
at UBC, and examine the use of media pedagogy in challenging dominant narratives of cultural representation, and reframing the 
histories and lived experiences of racialized communities. 
 

Knowledge, Power, and Poetry 
(Room 1008) 

 
Transnationalism in Poetry and Life of Immigrant Canadian Poets (Nilofar Shidmehr) 
This presentation examines the trend of transnationalism in the poetry and lives of few immigrant Canadian poets. The examination 
is performed through presenting poetry and testimonies of seven poets about their immigration journey and current life in Canada. 
Originally from four continents of Africa, America, Asia, and Europe, the poets include Ayesha Chatterjee, Amatoritsero Ede, Jorge 
Etcheverry, Diana Manole, Nilofar Shidmehr, Banoo Zan, and Anna Yin. Some of these poets have lived in Canada more than 
twenty years and some are relatively new. While all the poets cross geographical, socio-cultural, and mythological borders in their 
poems, many have also lived in more than two countries and identify with more than two cultures. Through presenting the way these 
poets coin their new identities, locate themselves in Canadian society, and create their civil and literary agencies, I will disclose the 
discourse of exile, identity, and belonging in their poetry, and display the transnational and border-crossing character of their 
imagery and poetic voice. 
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Cultural Studies in the Poetry Classroom (Moberley Luger) 
Introducing their 2009 reader Poetry and Cultural Studies, Maria Damon and Ira Livingston declare that “the time has come to 
revisit poetry’s relevance to considerations of public culture.” Essays in their collection place poems within social contexts, 
rejecting a dominant and persistent New Critical paradigm (which long ago taught us to study poems as closed aesthetic objects). 
Yet even as scholars increasingly attend to poetry’s cultural work, classrooms remain a New Critical stronghold: students are almost 
inevitably taught to view poems as formal problems to be solved by the end of a lesson. How can the methods of Cultural Studies 
invigorate the poetry classroom? Might such methods ameliorate what has been broadly identified (see, e.g., Farber in Pedagogy, 
2015) as a declining interest in poetry among students? Cultural Studies has long kept its distance from poetry, a genre unable to 
shake its “high culture” status. Yet the rewards of reading a poem as not only an aesthetic but also a cultural artefact are multiple, 
especially for students. My paper considers these rewards through the example of conceptual poetry—an experimental genre of 
procedure or constraint. Conceptual poetry is often considered “difficult” or “obscure” and thus exists (as much poetry does, really) 
on the margins of literature, culture, and education. And yet, conceptual poems are often comprised of everyday speech: one book I 
teach is a transcription of a year’s worth of weather reports. Thus, students hear themselves in the text, even as they encounter 
something poetic. Cultural Studies methods invite students to see “difficult” poetry as both avant-garde and accessible, as emerging 
from a particular historical moment while also reflecting the rhythms of daily life. It is my hope that the poetry classroom here 
might stand in for other Humanities classrooms as well—for places where objects of study are increasingly dismissed as “difficult” 
or “obscure.” 
 
Who are Spoken Word Artists Calling You? : Knowledge Production of QTPOC Poets (Maisha Manson) 
Spoken word poetry, as a medium depicts the political and personal lives of the author, as well as conveys a narrative of shared 
experiences, oppressions and identities to an audience. I argue, spoken word creates a space for social commentary usually ignored 
for its entertainment value yet should be recognized for its knowledge production and space of learning. Using bell hooks’s 
“Performance Practice as a Site of Opposition” and Toni Morrison's Playing in the Dark, I focus on how spoken word as a 
communal practice moves a way for hegemonic narratives, creating a space and environment that teaches and produces knowledge 
of queer, trans, people of color. This work centers around the idea that spoken word is a language of QTPOC oppression and 
decolonization. The social imaginary and apocryphal “you” used in poetry, portrays whiteness, patriarchy, gender binary, as a mode 
of teaching community through direct confrontation.The process of engaging in spoken word, in regional and national slams, and 
open mic creates a space of engaging in social discourse, a unique oral history to be analyzed and engaged with within the academy 
and cultural studies. 
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The Substance and Sensitivity of Pop Culture 

(Room 1002) 
 
Everyday life as political learning spaces through popular art: Three examples in stand-up comedy (Gabriella Maestrini) 
This paper examines how everyday lived experiences have been used in the popular art form of stand-up comedy to provide political 
learning spaces to express how everyday racism is rooted historically in structural, colonial and epistemic racial systems. This 
everyday racism may be rendered visible and exposed in art, artifacts and texts that we associate with popular culture. Popular 
culture explains Tisdell (2007) has ‘an enormous influence on all of us... how we think about ourselves and others, … and about 
personal, social and [structural] issues’ (p. 48). As much as popular culture can be used to oppress, dominate and control, so it can 
also provide, through humour, an opening for everyday life experiences to speak back to, subvert and criticize power. I position 
stand-up comedy as constituting these everyday life experiences as pedagogies in which a performer uses the everyday to show 
incidents of lived everyday racism (Essed, 2002). Comedians such as Trevor Noah illustrate how his home country South Africa has 
created what he calls the ‘perfect racist system’ in which racial division not only occurred between ‘black and white but also among 
blacks to foster tribal segregation based on white norms’ (Noah, 2017). Walking down the street with his Zulu mother and Swiss 
father made him realize that he was ‘born a crime’ under the Apartheid regime, an everyday incident that could have resulted in 
arrest. Through the examination of three stand-up comedy performances from around the world, I will show how these experiences 
expose racist structures. 
 
Can TV Teach Me? The Importance of Representation on POP Culture (Fernanda Friedrich) 
Have you ever thought about television series affecting the way you see the world? Is it possible for someone to develop prejudice 
or fear about another ethnicity only by watching TV? The portrayal of race in the media is vital in the process of deconstructing 
stereotypes by recreating in a more accurate way archetypes in fiction. Serial fiction, as a practice of Pop Culture, can be recognized 
as a path of educating and building knowledge in a popular way with a popular language. Hence, as Marshall McLuhan (1964) 
believed that the medium is the message, we are able to shape a new standpoint by the use of communication tools such as serial 
fiction. Therefore, the format of television series has the power to reach and educate a massive audience throughout entertainment, 
standing up to beliefs and deconstructing marginalized portraits of the unknown/unseen. 
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Mad Men and the Curricular Pastiche of Nostalgia (Sam Rocha) 
A profane narrative of office life has been a part of the modern social imaginary since at least Melville’s Bartleby the Scribner, and 
was surely canonized by Kafka. Schools, by contrast, contain an affective recollection of institutionalization that largely goes on 
without irony or interruption. What I mean by this is the following: while the office is a worthy object of pop culture ridicule (as 
opposed to simple satire), the school is less easily profaned. What offices and schools share is an analogous disciplinary structure 
and relationship to the eros present in their archetypal nostalgia, desire for home. This short talk will describe an affective subtext to 
the scenes of Mad Men, in and out of memory and make believe (as one sees often in the daydreams of its protagonists), to show 
how Mad Men can be understood through the lens of school-day absurdity, imitating what seems to be culture but may only be 
smoke. 
 

 
Who Needs to Be Interdisciplinary and Intercultural in Education? Between Literature, Business, and Philosophy 

(Room 1008) 
 
This round-table talk seeks to illustrate a trio of scenarios, each with double-edged implications. Highlighting the speakers as 
migrants/knowledge carriers in African diasporas and Asian diasporas, the first scenario stages a (supposedly encouraging) prospect 
of alternative epistemology beyond European and Euro-American traditions, yet questioning how exactly, in reality, we have 
read/learned beyond Eurocentric knowledge in our respective higher education disciplinary training. Moving more specifically into 
the academic life of graduate students/researchers, the second scenario stages a (supposedly resourceful) prospect of 
multidisciplinary and multicultural membership, yet asking how, in reality, our different disciplinary and cultural identities impact 
on our research capacities and sometimes become a baggage. Continuing the academic journey as intellectuals in cultural studies 
and education, the third scenario stages a prospect of “an increasingly interdisciplinary, indeed postdisciplinary, and more 
praxis-oriented academic world” (Wright & Maton, 2004, p.89), yet asking, in the present departmental context of educational 
studies, how we can do better to collaborate across disciplines/positions, in and out of the academic world. 
 
From Literature through Education to Cultural Studies: Reflecting on my career trajectory (Ashenafi Alemu) 
In this presentation, I will be reflecting on my own academic path from Literature to Educational Studies. I remain optimistic that I 
will eventually end up in Cultural Studies in Education. As part of this engagement, I will address two overarching issues. First, I 
will look at the possibilities which literature offers to enrich educational studies (Heinen & Sommer, 2009; Cortazzi, 1993). 
Secondly, I will engage in reflexivity of my own positionality, a broader concept which enfolds subjectivity as well (Luis & Barton, 
2002). I suggest that academics should recognize and appreciate students’ subjectivity and positionality. I conclude my discussion 
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with a suggestion that academics should encourage learners’ engagement in inter-/multi-disciplinary research. They should be open 
to create a multicultural space which would accommodate the compelling circumstances of visible minority students, their 
educational backgrounds, and professional and cultural experiences. 
 
Contradictive or complementary/supplementary: When bipolar disciplines intersect (Caroline Locher-Lo) 
Caroline will share and reflect on her intellectual journey from business to sociology, and her dilemma in the academic field and 
beyond. With a business background in the field of education and humanity, despite being commonly perceived as bipolar in nature, 
she questions: can one cultivate positivity and productivity out of these distinct disciplines? She would also like to invite attendants 
to take part in discussing the rationale of collaboratively working with others from diverse disciplines or inter-disciplines, and what 
the mutual and pragmatic benefits, or lack thereof, in engaging in such a practice might be.   
 
From philosophy in China to education in Canada (Yaying Zhong) 
My undergraduate major is philosophy. Humanistic Marxism, especially the concept of alienation and Marx's theory of human 
nature greatly influenced my understanding of humanization and the purposes of education. Besides, the Frankfurt School's critical 
theory inspired me. I was particularly interested in Herbert Marcuse's criticisms of the alienation of human (one-dimensional man) 
along with the development of industrial society and science and technology and how it has been reflected in China's contemporary 
society after 1978's Reform and Open up policy. Furthermore, Michelle Foucault's thoughts, primarily micro-power theory and 
power/knowledge theory, completely changed my perceptions of schooling and its relations with politics and power. I stopped to 
perceive education and knowledge as neutral things after I read his Madness and Civilization and Discipline and Punish. I have been 
struggling with putting myself in a set of programmed social science research paradigm, or Western research paradigm. Especially, I 
had a difficult time finding what kind of methodology is appropriate for my research and was confused about why I must choose a 
certain methodology for my philosophical thinking. It seems that my philosophical background did not help me a lot with my 
educational studies. Instead, I was educated to be more specific and problem-oriented when writing my thesis.  
 

(De)constructing Identities in and beyond Canadian Borders 
(Room 1001) 

 
Crossing borders, constructing identities: A collective case study of Chinese international graduate students at a Canadian 
university (Ran Xiang) 
This paper aims to gain in-depth understanding of the social experiences of Chinese graduate students at a major Canadian 
university and to analyze and interpret how their identities are affected by their experiences. My specific focus is on Chinese 
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graduate students as potential immigrants, thus examining their identity under the theoretical framework of transnationalism, 
cosmopolitanism and diaspora. Transnationalism is characterized by simultaneity—one possesses feelings attached both to 
destination and origin and one can be at more than one place—and the development of transnational ties (Chan, 2002). 
Cosmopolitanism can be referred to as an attitude or disposition, which “represents a desire for, and appreciation of, cultural 
diversity” or a practice or competence to learn about different cultures and manage the system of meaning (Vertovec & Cohen, 
2002, p. 13). Methodologically, my research employs qualitative case study, involving interviews with five participants, presenting 
individual stories as vignettes followed by a cross case analysis. My findings suggest that participants form new social circles in 
Canada while maintaining transnational ties back home via social media and that they face complicated identity construction, 
forming hybridized identities informed by transnational consciousness and cosmopolitan consciousness. 
 
Muslims in Canada: (in)visible bodies, multicultural subjects and citizens to surveil (Neila Miled) 
In a global context bombarded by media and political discourses and policies that portray Muslims as ‘enemy’ ‘insider threat’ 
‘suspect’ and ‘terrorist’ in need of constant surveillance and monitoring, Muslim youth are navigating their lives and negotiating 
their identities within very complex and contested terrains. Since 9/11, Muslims identities moved from orientalism to terrorism, the 
different policies put in place to control and monitor Muslims and the overwhelming media discourses of fear that have dominated 
the local and global scene have essentialized Muslims and overshadowed the complexities of identity negotiations. This presentation 
questions the essentialist Muslim identity and suggests updated tools of analysis, especially an intersectional lens as religious 
identity is shaped and constructed within specific locations and through particular forms. This identity marker has been emphasized, 
especially after 9/11 as a complex form of resistance and defiance to the normalizing discourses that demonize Muslims; however, it 
is time to explore how this identity marker connects with other identity markers, like gender, race, social class, and sexuality. It is 
also important to explore Muslim youth identity within the dominant discourses of multiculturalism and the current elusive 
‘borderless’ world, where the flow of information, cultural forms, and social movements are globally and freely shared virtually, 
while in reality we are witnessing enhanced security measures for border crossing. Stricter measures are deployed to control the 
movement of Muslims entering and immigrating to Canada and more measures of surveillance are taken to control the bodies of 
Muslims. 
 
Differential Consciousness of Chinese Immigrant Women in Cultural Exclusion Experiences (Yinan Zheng) 
This study will focus on the cultural exclusion issues Chinese immigrant women confront in Canada. Three research questions will 
be addressed in the study: 1) What experiences that Chinese immigrant women identify as cultural exclusion? 2) How are the 
cultural exclusion issues of Chinese immigrant women constructed across the lines of gender, age, race, class, sexuality, and 
ethno-cultural background? and 3) How are the subjectivities of Chinese immigrant women constructed and transformed in the 
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different experiences of cultural exclusion? Cultural dimension of exclusion concerns to what extent diverse cultural values, cultural 
norms, and forms of cultural practice are accepted and respected in a society, and one’s rights to access to culture of his/her own 
choice are ensured. Cultural exclusion arises when Chinese immigrant women’s cultural values, norms, practices and 
representations are not accorded space and respect in the Canadian society. The study will be grounded in Chinese immigrant 
women’s own experiences to identify their multiple exclusion in cultural dimension. 
 

The Cultural Politics of Being Teachers/Students 
(Room 1003) 

 
Corrective representations and the cultural politics of a Latino male teacher in the borderlands (Michael Singh) 
This paper provides a critical analysis of the cultural and political implications present in Latino male role modelling and 
mentorship in schools. In recent years the notion of role modelling and mentorship has become a popular “fix” for struggling Latino 
boys, as well as boys of color in general, and has led to calls for the recruitment and retention of more male educators of color. 
While not arguing against the merits of male teachers, this article is critical of what the author deems “corrective representations.” 
Corrective representations are the imagined embodiment of proper and productive masculinities of color that male of color 
educators are asked to perform in schools. This discourse often perpetuates confining representations of masculinity and locates the 
problem of boys of color within themselves rather than socio-structural issues in the education system. Furthermore, designed as an 
ethnographic case, this study explores the life of one Latino male teacher has he navigates discourses of corrective representation as 
coordinator of his school’s Latino male empowerment program. Through ethnographic data this project provides a details account of 
the cultural politics of Latino male mentorship, as well as the notion of a critical borderlands approach to identity as one possible 
avenue of problematizing essentialist and deficit approaches to Latino boys. 
 
Deprogramming the 'Multi-Culty' Curriculum – Freeing Students to Become Themselves in an Era of Conservative Identity 
Politics (Meghan Corella Morales) 
Cultural Studies curricula at all levels of schooling have suffered in recent years from a reification of what counts as culture and 
identity, leading many to perceive cultural studies as a refuge for those seeking further study of ‘their’ identity rather than as a place 
for understanding our inherently culturally plural world. As a result, we have seen the ghettoization of cultural studies on the one 
hand, and the rise of an anti-intellectual rejection of cultural studies––a whitelash––on the other. To counter such divisions which 
undermine longstanding efforts within cultural studies and education to build a more inclusive world, we offer a genealogical, 
anti-essentialist, and contingency-embracing "remix" of culture-centered pedagogies (Ladson-Billings, 1994, 2014; Paris & Alim, 
2014) by blending cultural studies theories (Hall, 1977) with black radical existential philosophy (Robinson, 1980, 1983), affect 
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theory (McManus, 2011), and sociocultural linguistics (Bucholtz & Hall, 2005). To illustrate the materiality of our remix, we 
present textual and discourse analyses of practices across a range of global sites, including the transracial (Alim, 2016) 
self-fashionings of a Latina child in California and the creative stances on identity taken by South Asian American hip-hop artists. 
Overall, we emphasize the emergence of affective matrices of relational possibility in modern societies whose fluidity highlights our 
always-already polycultural existences. Particularly in an era of neoliberal multiculturalism and fascist revanchism, it is crucial for 
educators to undermine students' notion of having an essentialized identity at all so that they can see themselves in the Other while 
also seeing the Other within themselves. 
 
Endangered Species - No Hooks (Sundar-Jovian Radheshwar) 
We are a revolutionary hip-hop collective of artists spanning the west coast of North America who use our voices to speak on issues 
of environmental collapse, cultural hegemony of white supremacy, the holocausts visited upon beings and cultures worldwide by 
modern technologies of social control, and other related issues. We would like very much to share our art with this conference to 
illustrate the concrete educational and existential benefits of participating in the self-directed creation of culture made possible by 
hip-hop music. We would like to perform a few songs for the conference in combination with the paper submission of Dr. Meghan 
Corella Morales, whose collaborative paper proposal with Dr. S. Jovian Radheshwar covers the same ground in a more theoretical 
manner. The music will make our point(s) concrete. We are delighted to share lyrics and discuss them, as well as our stylistics 
overall, with motivated educators. This work has previously been incorporated into Dr. Radheshwar's Global Studies courses at 
California Lutheran University in 2013-2016. In those courses, students have been introduced to the political power of hip-hop 
through original analyses of musical and videographic texts from a number of global sites. Following the work of Nitasha Sharma - 
'Hip Hop Desis' - and the work of H. Samy Alim, our music and our ideas suggest that black cultural projects can be appropriated by 
people from all over the world to begin the process of exploring in a more thoroughgoing fashion their identities, politics, and 
cultural values. 
 

END OF DAY ONE 
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Conference Day Two (Friday, May 5th, 2017) 
	  
8:00AM to 9:00AM 
(Ballroom) 

Registration 

 
9:00AM  
to  
10:30AM 
(Ballroom) 

 

Keynote Speaker: Wayde Compton (Associate Director, Creative Writing, Simon Fraser University) 
 

Black Public Intellectuals in British Columbia: Two Centuries, Four Visions 
Given that the primary black cultural struggle in British Columbia is arguably convincing people that there actually are black people 
in British Columbia, to speak of a tradition of black public intellectuals in this province may feel improbable. However, there is a 
history of black British Columbians who have gone forward in both the 19th and 20th centuries with creating an intellectual context 
for our community. Two cases, in each respective century, are Mifflin Wistar Gibbs, one of the pioneers of the Gold Rush era, and 
Rosemary Brown, the long-standing NDP member of the legislative assembly. Both Gibbs and Brown engaged with their political 
era, but also attempted to carve out a response to local racializations. Interestingly, too, both centuries have lesser-known black 
thinkers who one might call would-be black public intellectuals — two who had interesting ideas, which they attempted to 
disseminate, to small success: Willis Bond, a self-styled orator of 19th century Victoria (nicknamed “the Bronze Philosopher”) and 
William H.H. Johnson, the author of Vancouver’s only slave narrative published in its time, in 1904. The ideas of these four 
individuals will be discussed and explored.” 
 

Respondent to The Keynote: Annette Henry (Professor, University of British Columbia) 
 

10:30AM to 10:45AM Break 
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Putting Theory to Work: A Panel on Stuart Hall 

(Room 1003) 
 
As a leading cultural theorist and public intellectual of the 20th and 21st century Stuart Hall’s work has much to offer researchers 
engaged in work on identity formation, media, race, community engagement, and pedagogy as well as a myriad of other topics. This 
panel will examine the multiplicity of ways in which Hall’s theorization can be put to work in understanding some of the pressing 
issues in our world. A critic of the fetishizing of theory he consistently advocates for complexities and a refusal of easy binaries as 
possible solutions. For him it is about putting theory to work and advocating for a better world. The three panelists will use their 
varied scholarship to explore how they have put Hall’s theories to “work” in their respective research projects, activism and courses. 
 
Panelist 1: Jennifer R. Kelly has been the Visiting Jean Augustine Chair in Education in the New Urban Environment York 
University (2015-2016) and Visiting Professor CCIE. She is currently a professor in Educational Policy Studies, University of 
Alberta. Her areas of research are race, racialization, youth culture, politics of education, historical formation of communities. She is 
the author of two books: Under the Gaze and Borrowed Identities and several journal articles, book chapters and conference papers. 
Her most recent research grants have supported her ongoing project on the social historical formation of African Canadian 
communities in Alberta (1900-1970) as well as the research and co-production of the play West Indian Diary. Jennifer has been 
active in a number of African Canadian community groups (Council of Canadians of African and Caribbean Heritage; Caribbean 
Women’s Network; Living History Group). As well, she has been a long-term member of Alberta Labour History Institute an oral 
history group and is currently working on a manuscript tentatively titled, African Canadian Communities in Alberta 1900-1970. 
 
Panelist 2: Annette Henry holds the David Lam Chair in Multicultural Education at the University of British Columbia. She is a 
Professor in the Department of Language and Literacy Education and cross-appointed to the Social Justice Institute. Her scholarship 
examines race, class, language, gender and culture in socio-cultural contexts of teaching and learning in the lives of Black students 
and Black women teachers’ practice in Canada, the U.S. and the Caribbean. She has written extensively about diverse feminisms 
and conceptual and methodological research issues especially in culture-specific contexts. Current research includes a digital oral 
history project of contemporary Black Canadians in Vancouver and a school ethnography in Jamaica. Recent publications include 
an essay in Teachers College Record (2017). Henry has published several pieces on Stuart Hall, most recently an interview with 
Avtar Brah and Leslie Roman (2015/2016), and a biographical study of Stuart Hall’s early years in Jamaica and the U.K. 
(2015/2016). 
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Panelist 3: Handel Kashope Wright has variously been Canada Research Chair of Comparative Cultural Studies and David Lam 
Chair of Multicultural Education and is currently Professor and Director- Centre for Culture, Identity and Education, University of 
British Columbia. He is co-editor of African and Diasporic Cultural Studies (University of Toronto Press book series), associate 
editor of Critical Arts and editorial board member of several journals including the International Journal of Cultural Studies; 
European Journal of Cultural Studies and Postcolonial Studies in Education. He has published extensively on Africana cultural 
studies, cultural studies of education, multiculturalism and its alternatives and qualitative research. His recent publications include 
the co-edited books Cultural Studies of Transnationalism (Routledge, 2012); Precarious International Multicultural Education 
(Sense, 2012) and The Promised Land: History and Historiography of the Black Experience (University of Toronto, 2014); an edited 
special issue on “The Worldliness of Stuart Hall” (International Journal of Cultural Studies, 19 (1), 2016) and co-edited issue on 
“Contemporary Orientations in African Cultural Studies” (Critical Arts, 30 (4), 2017). He is the convener of the International 
Conference on Cultural Studies and Education (Vancouver, May4-6, 2017). 
 

Youth Identifications in/through Artful Representations 
(Room 1002) 

 
Articulating/Diffractively Understanding Differences ‘within’ Difference: Through Digital Video Production with Newly 
Arrived Asian Immigrant Youth in Japan (Masayuki Iwase) 
The presentation will link Hall’s notion of ‘articulation’ (Grossberg, 1986) with Haraway’s (1992) ‘diffractive’ understanding of 
Minh-ha’s (1998) notion of an ‘inappropriate/d other’ in order to explore the relational nature of identities and differences observed 
in the presenter’s research on digital video production with newly arrived Asian immigrant youth in Japan. Committing to 
“destabilizing and de-essentializing” identities and differences associated with race, class, nationality, gender, sexuality, and 
ethnicity in non-fetishized manners, Cultural Studies has engaged in “examining their articulation and rearticulation” (Nelson et al, 
1992, p. 18). (Re)articulation refers to a contingent, contestable, and impermanent practice of (re)combining distinctly dissimilar, 
shifting elements to cohere together as a specific unity and/or to generate new possibilities (Grossberg, 1992). Such a practice seems 
theoretically and methodologically well tune with Haraway’s understanding of Minh-ha’s notion of an ‘inappropriate/d other’, 
which “means to be in critical, deconstructive relationality, in a diffracting rather than reflecting (ratio)nality—as the means of 
making potent connection that exceeds domination” (Haraway, 1992, p. 299). As Minh-ha (1998) stresses, “inappropriate(d)ness 
does not refer to a fixed location, but is constantly changing with the specific circumstances of each person, event or struggle, [thus] 
it works differently according to the moment and the forces at work”. The presentation will not only disrupt the immigrant youth 
participants’ and the presenter’s identities as never fitting in any specific taxon and as always dislocating, but also illustrate the 
emergence of many possibilities of differences ‘within’ the alleged apartheid type of differences associated with their identities. 
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Rolling in the Deep: Social Negotiations of Culture and Identities Through Artistry and Embodiment (Kari-Lynn Winters) 
This presentation highlights the experiences of eight marginalized individuals, facing significant life challenges such as addiction, 
mental illness, poverty, homelessness and unemployment. Here this group of young adults used different artistic modes of 
communication and expression to enhance their literacy skills, voice their ideas, and rebuild their identities. The study took place 
over a six-month period, culminating in two public performances. Findings show that artistic and embodied modes of 
meaning-making and representation (such as: photography, movement, mask-making, and poetry workshops), along with their 
public performances gave these individuals opportunities for full engagement and inclusion in their communities as well as reasons 
to celebrate their own identities. 
 
My media #selfie portraits: Between Frida Kahlo and @kimkardashian in the fifth grade classroom (Ozlem Sensoy) 
Contemporary popular culture invites young people to engage, often uncritically, in self-representation, most often in the “selfie” 
Instagram genre popularized by their favourite pop stars and pop culture icons. While often reviled as self-indulgent narcissism, self 
portraiture in the era of social media has been examined as a potential site of politicized self-visualization and self-definition 
(Koffman et. al, 2015; Murray, 2015). In this paper I examine fifth graders’ self portraits of their media identities as developed 
within a unit on historical self portraits by famous artists (such as Frida Kahlo and Vincent Van Gogh). By exploring the 
motivations for self portraiture among famous artists of the pasts, the students considered what their own self-representations might 
say about themselves. The paper will consider the utility (and limitations) of drawing such connections for youth in pedagogical 
contexts for the development of a critical vocabulary on popular culture, and their own identities. Doing so, it is argued, can allow 
for the politicizing of self-visualization and self-representation as a social construction of the “self” (Nelson, 2001). 
 

Critical Geography and the Pedagogy of Place 
(Room 1001) 

 
Missing women: Women in religious seminaries (madaris) of Pakistan (Rabia Mir) 
Madrasa is an Arabic word that literally translates to place of study. Madaris (plural of madrasa) exist across the world and 
encompass a spectrum from Sunday school-type programs for children to institutes of higher learning. Since 2001, Western policy 
makers have often used the word madrasa in Pakistan as a synonym for training camps for terrorists. More recently, there is an 
increasing body of literature examining the complexities and tensions that exist within madaris. These institutes are gender 
segregated and the current literature has predominantly focused on the experiences of children or male students within that space. 
This paper argues that the literature on Pakistan has overlooked the experiences of women within madaris. It also claims that in 
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order to undertake a decolonial study of madaris one needs an understanding of what knowledge is within Islamic philosophy and 
what pedagogical structures are considered most apt for it. 
 
Cities as teachers (Avner Segall) 
Cultural studies has helped broaden our understanding of pedagogy, expanding its purview beyond classrooms and into the ways 
spaces encountered in everyday life outside of school help position (teach) us to view, and be in, the world in particular ways. 
Incorporating this broader view of pedagogy, cultural studies scholars--some identifying closely with areas such as public pedagogy 
and critical geography--have, for some time now, explored ways in which museums, historical sites, landscapes, urban spaces, and 
other built (or humanly framed) environments act pedagogically. That is, engaging the manner in which such environments teach 
through their particular invitations for learning and not learning and their consequences regarding issues of knowledge construction, 
identity, subjectivity, and voice. Using the lenses of cultural studies, public pedagogy and critical geography, this proposed paper 
will explore the pedagogy of cities—that is, what and how cities teach those who inhabit/visit them through buildings, monuments, 
parks, squares, streetscapes, street names, public art, etc. As a case in point, the paper will examine various narratives Paris (France) 
attempts to convey (and mythologize) about the past, present, and future of the nation, about what it means to be “French” (and who 
does and doesn’t counts as French), about civic and personal conduct and values, and about aesthetics and morality. Findings will be 
explored not only for their pedagogical prowess in the context of Paris but also for what we might learn from them—as well as from 
looking at cities as pedagogical sites—for education more broadly. 
 
Localizing College Access and Public Transportation: Postcolonial Geographies of Uneven Development in Ferguson 
(Amalia Dache-Gerbino) 
In this paper, I will describe how my Spring 2017 course, “Critical Geography and Urban Higher Education,” through a class 
research project is conducting a case study of Ferguson Missouri’s (a northern St. Louis county suburb) local college access 
discourses, and our results. Using Harvey’s (2012) Spaces of Capital: Towards a Critical Geography and Sharp’s (2009) 
Geographies of Postcolonialism as theoretical approaches, our class will conduct field research on public bus-riding in Ferguson. 
Our use of critical geography and postcolonialism within education are geographic as well as cultural critiques of U.S. capital 
accumulation in urban spaces. Specifically, the subaltern space of Canfield Apartments (where Michael Brown was executed by a 
Ferguson Police Department officer) as the central location. Students will ride a bus to and from local college campuses in St. Louis 
in effort to explore how local transportation and geographic factors contribute to Ferguson resident college access discourses. 
Previous research on postcolonial geography and urban communities provides context that helps to re-conceptualize the role of local 
higher education institutions in meeting the needs of working-class Black residents. Our research methods and data consists of 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and qualitative observations. Our GIS data draw from the U.S. Census American 
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Community Survey for residential, education and economic characteristics and Integrated Post-Secondary Education Data (IPEDS) 
on St. Louis college points. Through field notes of each students’ bus-riding experience, we aim to provide mixed-method results on 
how uneven geographic developments contribute to local college access discourses. 
 

Schooling, Privilege, and Othering 
(Room 1008) 

 
“Stay safe”: Interrogating privilege in the aftermath of social upheaval (Gerald Walton) 
In education policy and discourse, notions of “safety” are typically linked to anti-bullying policies. Although bullying remains a 
significant issue in schools, collective understandings of safety do not account for normative assumptions about the Other. In this 
paper, I explore how the language of “staying safe” might disguise underlying assumptions about racial and cultural privilege and 
injustice. As a White, Anglo-Canadian, my cultural heritage affords me to rarely have to think about my sense of belonging; I am 
never perceived as an outsider and I can afford to be oblivious about my cultural privilege, typical of those who have it. However, 
when I found myself amidst social and political uprisings in Turkey in 2013, I came to see more clearly how well-wishes of safety 
belie subtle assumptions about race and culture that are shaped by unequal binary oppositions. Nigerian author Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie refers to “single stories” that shape how groups of people are often seen by others, and how those perceptions shape 
language, belief, and thought. This paper explores how I came to see how wishes of safety are informed by single stories about a 
Muslim majority, Middle-eastern country. I offer suggestions for what it might mean in education to think of safety in ways that 
account for the Other and have implications for bullying as a problem. 
 
A Place of (Never)Mind? Making Meaning of The University of British Columbia’s Branding (Ashenafi Alemu) 
This essay challenges the branding of UBC as “a place of mind” with a critical look at the notion as well as its semantic content. It 
draws on concepts of place in humanities/literature (specifically in Frantz Kafka’s novella The Metamorphosis) as well as in critical 
pedagogy of place(Madden, 2016; Cravey, A. & Petit, M., 2012). Cognizant of the recent institutional-historical incidents at the 
university, namely the resignation of its first president who is a person of colour in its century long history, and the taking down of 
the RainBow Flag from the Alma Mater building of the University, the essay advances an argument regarding a possibility of 
dichotomy and disguise in the “place of mind” notion. It engages Critical Race Methodology(Hylton, 2012; Zamudio, 2011) to 
advance the argument that the place of mind brand neglects the body, and implicitly reinforces racist practices at the institution. 
Critical Race Methodology helps researchers to analyze racialization and racism in the higher education context. It is an apt 
methodology since it draws on multiple methodological inputs from other disciplines such as history, sociology, and literature, 
among others. With emphasis on the mind, the branding appears to conceal inattention and lack of recognition of bodies, implicitly 
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reminiscent of racial exclusion of bodies. The author suggests that the institution should look into its practice, and the 
(in)compatibility of internal institutional culture with the brand. It should consider moving from symbolically and practically 
exclusive and colour-phobic engagement to inclusive/participatory/multicultural praxis. 
 
Relationship between cultural intelligence on academic isolation among nonnative students Azad University: moderating 
rule of academic adjustment (Javad Abdeli Soltanahmadi, Ghasem Pashavi and Amirali Alavi) 
The aim of this study was to examination the model of relationship between cultural intelligence on academic isolation with 
moderating rule of academic adjustment among nonnative students in Iran. To reach this aim, 208 nonnative students were selected 
by simple sampling method as a statistical population, and were answered to academic adjustment, academic isolation and cultural 
intelligence questionnaires. The result of structural model examination showed the positive effect of cultural intelligence on 
academic adjustment and negative effect of academic adjustment on academic isolation as well. Also results confirmed the 
moderating rule of adjustment. The results were showed conceptual model was fitness with examined model, and academic 
adjustment was a moderate rule between cultural intelligence and academic isolation. 
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Indigenous Knowledge and Indigenizing Systems of Knowledge 

(Room 1003) 
 
Nihtâwihcikewin: Honouring the Imaginative Spirit (Jeanette Villeneuve) 
The concept of “Indigenizing the Academy” has been met with a wide array of responses including resistance, comprehensive 
critiques, and qualified support. While public institutions have been grappling with how to create space for Indigenous ways of 
knowing, there is a sector of post-secondary education that possesses a long-standing legacy of offering programs that are rooted 
within local Indigenous knowledge systems. In this session we will explore how Indigenous Institutes of Higher Learning (IIHL) 
strive to embody a commitment to experiential, inter-generational, and place-based learning. We will consider the roles of 
Indigenous Knowledge Holders in the development, delivery, and assessment of curriculum and institutional policies. Finally, we 
will consider the types of sustained political strategies that are necessary for articulating, utilizing, and honouring Indigenous 
knowledges within systems of higher education. 
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Indigenizing the academy: The utopia of myopia (Miranda Huron) 
This performance piece includes film and spoken word, and questions the effectiveness of current attempts to Indigenize the 
Canadian education system in response to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission report. As we enter this new phase in Canadian 
curriculum, the appropriateness of Eurocentric structures and content must be questioned. This piece highlights the complexity of 
contemporary Indigenous identity, problematizes tokenistic actions in Canadian educational institutions, and engages the audience 
in questioning why Canada is afraid of systemic change in their institutions. This piece reflects on the “Indigenization” approaches 
of Canadian schools, focusing on content-creation, knowledge gaps of instructors, and the lack of funding to support curricular 
change. It then identifies where positive change is being made: creating inclusive content, highlighting place-based education, and 
acknowledging individual identities (as opposed to pan-Indigeneity). Finally, it questions the hegemony of the Eurocentric 
education system, engaging with the idea of a new system that is Canadocentric and inclusive of both pre- and post-contact 
knowledge. 
 
Performing Culture: Living Mythos through Community Ceremony and Ritual (Maya Tracy Borhani) 
Indigenous cultures understand the intimate relationships between living with presence in a place, ceremony, ritual, and support for 
the cycles of life through a dedicated process of praise for what is Holy in all. In non-Indigenous cultures, this ethos is less 
universally understood, perhaps, though practiced faithfully in many communities around the globe. Through examination of ritual 
and ceremonial practices in two such rural communities in the Western United States, this presentation seeks to explore the 
eco-mythos of ceremony and ritual as aspects of lifelong, community education, and as performances of (alternative, 
counter-narrative) culture specific to these locales. Positing that the rituals and ceremonies of these two remote communities 
(Western Nevada County, California, and an island in the U.S. San Juan Archipelago, Washington State) enact vibrant performances 
of evolving, place-based cultures of beauty and resistance, we will explore these models of a cradle-to-grave educational praxis that 
thrives independent of formal schooling and classrooms. We will discuss sweat/singing circles, community-wide seasonal 
ceremonies celebrating the “joints” of the year (winter and summer), and smaller ritual circles honoring “cross-quarters” days in the 
wheel of the year; performance of songs and dances from some of the rituals and communal events, as well as selected memorabilia 
from each community, will also be presented. This presentation aims to inspire greater awareness and understanding of 
non-traditional forms of community, place-based education, resistance as pedagogy and pedagogy as resistance, and the idea that 
communal life is pedagogical by its very nature. 
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A Film Dialogue: Decolonizing Mainstream Cinema: Pedagogical Possibilities 
(Room 1002) 

 
The presenters in this panel will share their research and experiences from Indigenous cinema in Brazil to women digital storytellers 
in Canada, from Andean horror films to Latin American film festivals and working in diaspora struggles. The presenters will offer 
their perspectives on diverse cinematic projects that address and unpack the geo-social-historical-cultural politics of peripheral 
cinemas in the Americas while calling into question the fallacies of the cinematic canon. Centering on Indigenous, Latin American, 
female voices as pivotal for decolonizing cinema, and more broadly transforming societal and diasporic dynamics and 
consciousness, this panel will explore the possibilities of the seventh art as a space of resistance and as transformative pedagogical 
medium. The presenters look forward to engaging an open dialogue on the pedagogical possibilities of film and film festivals, in the 
hopes of applying collectively developed conference learnings to their work.  
 
Panelist 1: Sonia Medel will be facilitating the panel and also briefly presenting on her experiences as one of the lead coordinators 
of Vancouver’s Latin American Film Festival and grappling with the inclusion and valuing of Indigenous film amidst 
settler-diaspora and broader mainstream cinema culture dynamics. Her brief presentation will address the challenges of 
programming and promoting Indigenous film to a highly diverse Latin American community, confronting internalized racism 
through inter/ intra-relations, and networking with Indigenous and non-Indigenous directors and community organizations. 
 
Panelist 2: Sarah Shamash  
Cinema has played such an essential role in my education, in my understanding of the world, and in my development of ideas. 
Returning to Vancouver after three months of field research with a focus on Indigenous film and video in Brazil is the inspiration 
for this presentation. Rooted in an analysis of Brazil’s inseparable political and cinematic history, a cinematic trajectory that bears 
witness to and strengthens the struggle of Indigenous peoples in the face of (neo)colonial state violence, my research focus is on the 
cinema produced at Video in the Villages. Video in the Villages (or VIV) is the principal project located in Brazil’s northeast 
operating over the last thirty years (1987-present) advocating, training, co-producing, and documenting Indigenous peoples, their 
stories, struggles, and cultural heritage with audiovisual resources. I will be looking at how VIV trained a new generation of 
Indigenous filmmakers by drawing from VIV’s film archive, an extensive bibliography, and first-hand interviews. My 
interdisciplinary approach will employ historical and filmic analysis into the social, political issues raised by the films of VIV while 
considering the pedagogy of Indigenous filmmaking. My presentation argues for the cinematic, cultural relevance and urgency of 
Indigenous cinema in today’s rapidly shifting global neo-fascism. 
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Panelist 3: Jules Koostachin 
Research has emerged devoted to the practice of indigenizing media, and studies have proven that digital stories by Indigenous 
storytellers plays a key role in the emergence of social change, both from within our communities and beyond. More specifically, 
Indigenous women as digital storytellers have had a long-standing history as active practitioners in shaping the industry. Digital 
storytellers have been attributed to exposing national histories, allowing Indigenous subjects of inquiry to speak for themselves, and 
underscoring women’s experiences through an intimate style that meshes personal and community voices. This presentation delves 
into the cultural complexities associated with the creative expressions of digital storytellers and how they choose to share their 
narratives. I will present on the roles and responsibilities of women in the digital storytelling field by generating knowledge 
concerning overall creative, political and cultural contributions. My research explores how Indigenous women evoke a critical 
response from an evolving audience of viewers, listeners, and makers. 
 
Panelist 4: Maria Cecilia Saba 
During the Peruvian Internal Armed Conflict (1980 – 2000), Andean rural communities found themselves caught in the middle of a 
civil war between Maoist terrorist group Shining Path, the Peruvian Armed Forces and local Self-Defense Committees. In my 
research, I look into horror films produced in Ayacucho shortly after the cease-fire, specifically Incest in the Andes: The Curse of 
Jarjacha (Palito Ortega Matute, 2002) and Pishtaco (José Antonio Martínez Gamboa, 2003). Drawing upon experiential 
phenomenology and embodiment, I approach film viewing as a live experience, where the viewer’s sensorium connects cognitively 
and physiologically to the many intellectual and sensorial stimuli projected on screen. By focusing on the lived body, I explore the 
ways in which these two Ayacuchano films take us on visceral journeys into post-war Ayacuchano experiences and their embodied 
memories of the years of violence. 
 

Reforming Multicultural and Citizenship Education: Cross-Continental Dialogues 
(Room 1001) 

 
Changing Teacher Roles in a Context of Reforms (Khayalethu 'Khaya' Sebastian Hamana) 
In this paper the author argues that an educational reform derived from the educational institutions of the industrialised countries of 
the North, cannot simplistically be applied to the set-up of the educational institutions of the developing countries of the Southern 
hemisphere. Secondly, an educational innovation whose master narrative has, to a large extent, been framed by the international 
neo-liberal guidelines of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, cannot simply be applied to post-apartheid South 
African educational institutions without first evaluating the nature of the transformation process of South African educational 



	   34 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

institutions from the yoke of an apartheid ethos and orientation into the institutions that are suited for meeting the needs of all South 
Africans. Thirdly, he argues for a need to share knowledge, skills, experience and expertise on the basis of equality between the 
institutions in the North and the South, and between and within the different sectors of the rapidly changing public service in South 
Africa. He calls for action research that is locally driven by teachers in South Africa and in the broader Southern hemisphere, which 
emphasises the conditions in the South. The author further calls for education reform in South Africa, that will make all public 
schools good places for children to learn and teachers to teach. He maintains that, if we are going to be successful in realising 
quality education for all children in South Africa, we need all relevant education stakeholders to realise the importance of 
mobilising, empowering and maximising our most precious resources - our school teachers and principals - toward this important 
end. This is key to achieve quality and equity in education. Actually, it may be the only way to achieve it. 
 
Multicultural education in Iran: Requirement, Challenges, and Solutions (Alireza Sadeghi) 
The purpose of this presentation is an exploration in the features of multicultural education in Iran along with highlighting 
requirements, and challenges. This is followed by some suggestions for solutions. Now, people from, at least, thirteen (Iranian) 
ethnicity live together in Iran. The languages and dialects spoken within the borders of contemporary Iran includes; Farsi (Persian), 
Turkish, Arabic, Turkmen, Kurdish, Lori, Bloch, and Armenian. Such diversity implies the requirement of conversations that 
address multiculturalism in Iran’s educational system. However, due to existent of the political and ideological conditions, 
multicultural education is poorly discussed and face challenges. In this article, through a descriptive – analytic method, I will review 
the current situation of multicultural education in Iran. This will be followed by discussing the needs and challenges in the way of 
developing multicultural education within the highly political context of education in Iran. Finally some solutions for this situation 
will be proposed. 
 
Korean Citizenship from Traditional Nationalism to Global Multiculturalism in the Discourses of Textbooks and Interview 
(Alice Aeju Jeon) 
This paper covers the complexities of diversity in the context of South Korea, where old narrative of homogeneous society is 
dominant, by exploring a growing counter narrative emerging of a postmodern Korea characterized by global multiculturalism 
citizenship. Particularly, I investigate how the notion of Korean citizenship is discursively constructed in education by conducting 
discourses analysis on high school social studies textbooks published in 1980s and in 2010s in South Korea. This paper also 
addresses how my study is informed by a post-structural view of critical theory and a constructivist approach. In the end, I argue 
that the textbook discourses on Korean citizenship have become multiculturally-oriented but still anchored to traditional 
ethnocentric views. My final aim in this study is to illuminate how people critically engage with this hegemonic sense of citizenship 
imposed by education, thereby contesting the notion of citizenship standardization and giving implications for critical citizenship. 
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Hybrid Belongings and the Making of Third Culture Kids 
(Room 1008) 

 
The Third Culture: Virtual World Visual Culture and the Relationship to Education (Sandrine Han) 
The purpose of this research is to explore and understand how users of online virtual worlds learn and/or relearn ‘culture’ through 
the use of visual components. The goal of this study is to understand if culturally and historically authentic imagery is necessary for 
users to understand the virtual world by asking how virtual world residents understand other cultures in and through virtual world 
environments, how virtual world residents form and reform their virtual culture, as well as understanding if virtual world residents 
are tolerant to visual culture representation in virtual world and whether they see the visual culture in the virtual world imported 
from the real world, which might be colonized by any dominate culture or assimilated into a new virtual culture. I formed a main 
research question: how do the virtual residents respond to the authenticity of cultural imagery in the virtual world? The sub 
questions are: What are the visual differences between virtual world culture and real world culture? How do virtual world residents 
react to virtual imagery that is different from the real world environment? How do virtual world residents understand other cultures 
in and through virtual world environments? I believe that this research benefits educators by informing them of possibilities, 
concerns and limitations of teaching visual culture in the virtual world. This study can help students develop a better understanding 
of visual culture in the real world and explore whether this awareness can help educators construct better curricula and pedagogy for 
visual culture education. 
 
Immigration, Displacement and Transcendence from the Sense of Unbelonging (Marjan Abdolahi) 
One of the main concerns for those who leave their place of origin to settle in another country is the feeling of unbelonging and 
displacement. Based on Postcolonial and Cultural studies theories, two solutions have been proposed in the academic literature for 
prevailing over this feeling. The immigrants or displaced subjects need either to conform to the host society’s culture and become 
multicultural or to resist to the host society’s culture. Multiculturalism, focusing on Bhabha’s “unhomeliness”, calls for a hybrid 
culture which include both the culture of host society and the immigrants’. This theory rejects the fixed notion of home and culture 
and calls for a global hybrid culture. The second theory, focusing on postcolonial theories, calls for a resistance to the host’s culture 
and persists in preserving the roots by creating home like communities in the host society. Some immigrants in diaspora long for a 
return to their homeland while others are integrated to the host society and cannot return even though they want to. This paper 
discusses the formation of cross-cultural identity among immigrants and diasporic subjects and uncovers how they transcend the 
lack of identity arising from the sense of displacement. It contextualizes the postcolonial concepts of migration (compelled or 
voluntary), un/belonging, displacement, memories of home, diaspora and issues by grounding these concepts on culture and double 
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identity. Using postcolonial theories, this essay discusses the aforementioned themes, as well as issues resulting from transnational 
and intra-ethnic immigration. Finally, It discusses the role of host society to expand notion of community and cultural multiplicity 
by educating the dwellers about diversities and differences existing between and among citizens and non-citizens. 
 
Repatriating 'Home' - a Discussion on Third Culture Kids and Education (Skye Larlee and Catherine Broom) 
Culture influences identity. It can shape values, beliefs and norms. Commonly it is associated with a geographical location. But 
what happens when your identity formation spans multiple geographic locations, sometimes not even including the country that you 
are bonded to by passport? Third Culture Kids (TCKs) are people who have spent periods of their developmental years in countries 
outside of their passport country. For a TCK, the return to their passport country can be fraught with emotional challenges, as they 
may be expected to feel ‘at home’ upon re-entry, but yet they may feel that they do not fit in because they have experienced a vastly 
different collection of cultural and lived experiences to that of their fellow nationals. After a framing discussion of culture, the 
authors will present the argument that the dialogue on TCKs in education is important. To help develop meaningful relationships 
with our students we must be aware of and accepting of the cultural influences that have shaped their lives and educational 
experiences and consider which classroom practices will be most effective.  
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Sites of Learning and Schooling in Visual Culture 

(Room 1002) 
 
A visual cultural analysis of how a Canadian university campus is re-narrativized through the sale of commercial filming of 
campus spaces (Lisa Allen)  
In this paper, a visual cultural analysis is applied to the films that have been produced at the University of British Columbia (UBC) 
as this paper examines the re-narrativization that occurs with university spaces. 
 
Made You Look: The Visual Culture of E-Lynching (Nataleah Hunter-Young) 
Before anything was written about of Oscar Grant, Eric Garner, Alton Sterling, or Philando Castile, we learned of their lives through 
seeing the videos of their deaths. Those videos -- and others that capture the serious assault, lead up or aftermath of 
murder-by-state-sanction -- along with their dissemination, are an example of what Christina Sharpe, in her most recent work In the 
Wake: On Blackness and Being, calls the “orthography of the wake” (20-1), that which is a product of “the Weather” (21) that is 
anti-Black racism. The field of cultural studies has not adequately unpacked how these videos are being read nor the discursive 
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formations they underwrite. In this paper, I introduce the term e-lynching to describe the unrelenting online broadcasting of violence 
against Black bodies. Here, I seek to contribute to a critical language that is situated within a not-so-distant history of North 
American domestic terrorism. In the spirit of Sharpe’s work, I endeavour to demonstrate the work of e-lynching in and on our 
cultural imaginary. This visual field within which e-lynching operates is what Judith Butler spoke of in her brief but penetrating 
reflective essay on the 1991 beating of Rodney King by Los Angeles Police Department officers. Extending Butler's analysis as an 
entry point, this paper defines and contextualizes the onslaught of images while asking: What do e-lynching images communicate? 
And what purpose does the spectacle of e-lynching serve? 
 
Reflexive Education: Israeli Cinema’s Doppelgängers (Lincoln Shlensky) 
Following Tyson Lewis and Richard Kahn’s example in Education Out of Bounds (2010), my presentation will consider a 
monstrous pre- and post-modern avatar of cultural studies, the doppelgänger, in the context of recent Israeli cinema that thematizes 
education. In films such as The Kindergarten Teacher (2015), Self-Made (2014), Dancing Arabs (2014), and Abulele (2015), each 
of which presents pedagogy as a key scenario, I will argue that the figure of the doppelgänger embodies and critiques the peculiarly 
Israeli axis of national, religious and cultural conflict. While education in Israel was always deeply marked by politics, it is hardly 
surprising that pedagogy should now function as a paradigmatic site of ideological struggle. As artists, including filmmakers, have 
felt themselves under political attack by an increasingly radicalized coalition of reactionary nationalist forces, the subject-matter of 
the Israeli cinema has turned to the nexus of quasi-universal and universalist political inculcation provided by education. For the 
Israeli cinema, Stuart Hall’s analysis of encoding and decoding or Raymond Williams’s understanding of the democratizing force of 
lifelong education (Border Country, 1960), appear to take on an entirely new cast, in which education serves as the dark 
battleground of hegemonic national identity but also as a potentially utopic site of resistance. The doppelgänger within the Israeli 
cinema is a recognizable figure of pedagogical consciousness and pedantic fantasy at once; its outsize presence recalls the model of 
Foucauldian biopower whose cultural analogue is arguably the classroom as much as the darkened theater. 
 

Embodied Learning: Meditative/Performative Sutures 
(Room 1003) 

 
Mesolithic Kolo round dance, Laban system and informed trauma practices (Danica Anderson) 
The origins of the kolo, a South Slavic round dance or to be in a circle are Mesolithic intangible heritage (Anderson, 2014; Hubbs, 
1993, Marler, 1997). Surviving exploitation as touristic folk dances only in the modern day, the ritual round dance organizes 
informed trauma care applications based on what the past peoples observed and lived that serve the needs and interests of our 
present lives. The Laban system descriptive and iconic graphing of movement, a way of preserving body movements, privileges 
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both a visual repeating encounter with the symbolic notations and that of the body movements; the conflagration of iconic 
movements in the kolo is, also, organized into the preservation of body movements (Levisohn & Schiphorst, 2014). The kolo is 
essentially an ethnochoreological lived circle or round dance (Anderson 214, 2015; Hubbs, 2003; Marler, 1997). Defining culture 
into a living movement continues to be practiced continually throughout the ages in its visual and body movement presentation. 
 
KIZUNA: Past-Present-Future (Yoriko Gillard)  
Since the Great East Japan Earthquake, I have been supporting Japan's recovery as well as examining my connection, bond (Kizuna) 
I have with my own heritage, Japanese. In Spring 2016, I was in Fukushima visiting a ghost town where residents lost their once 
safe hometown after an earthquake, a tsunami and nuclear meltdown that all occurred in 2011. As a Japanese immigrant, artist, poet, 
researcher, and educator, my contemplation circulates in my liminal space, a grey zone. This grey zone is where curriculum 
evocation occurs in my mind. Different perspectives, values, cultures, and backgrounds merge together to connect with one another. 
The grey zone, in-between space where I feel most secure and humble. The lady I met in Fukushima implored me to come visit with 
an inviting smile to “…please become a supporter of my lost hometown….” She has been living in temporary housing for almost six 
years separated from her children and grand-children who evacuated after the radiation tragedy in Fukushima. How can we trust and 
relate to each other through one’s creative acts? is a central question of my discussion. 
 
Life robbed of sense: pedagogy-environment-reading (Petra Mikulan) 
In not accounting for the monstrous ‘outside’ to educational thought, what remains entrenched in the contemporary foundations of 
educational theory is the correlation of reality (world) to man (thought) according to the narrow perception of what counts as life. 
Colebrook (2014) has challenged these approaches by pointing to the hyper-humanism and active vitalism they entail, given that 
they frequently arise from a concern with human life, and the unquestioned desire of repeating the image of man by insisting on 
sustaining human life on the planet. In other words, the post-linguistic and post- or anti-Cartesian turn has marked the philosophy of 
education (postulating cognition in corporeal terms as assemblage, network, relationality, etc.) in the hope of de-centering 
rationality and abstract thought as the founding faculty of learning. In this paper, I wish to elaborate on Colebrook’s 
counter-proposal, which is perhaps best described as an impassive vitalist approach, and discuss its relevance for the ‘future’ of 
education and pedagogy, which necessarily entails some form of thinking about the dominant notions of reading, environment and 
ecology. In contrast with relational ontologies in the context of posthumanist conceptions of mind-body dyad and its non-human 
relations, I suggest that these ontologies are not abstract enough to engage with life robbed of sense and subjective coherence. I wish 
to conclude this paper by considering seriously the possibility of not maintaining the necessity of education or cultivation for the 
sake of sustaining human life as we know it. 
 



	   39 

 
Day Two (Friday, 
May 5th, 2017) 
 
2:30PM  
to  
3:45PM 
(Concurrent 
Sessions) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Complicated Feminist Practices and Women’s Pedagogical Locations 
(Room 1001) 

  
Failed feminist on the syllabus: The colonial bildungsroman in and about school (Heba Elsherief) 
In this presentation, I examine Olive Schreiner’s (1883) The Story of an African Farm and its critique of educational praxis. I read 
Schreiner’s characterization of her main character, Lyndall, through feminist literary history and postcolonial criticism and 
pedagogy (Dei & Simmons, 2010; Fanon, 1952) to argue that, as "new woman" (Burdett, 2001; Heilmann, 2004), and even a "failed 
feminist" (Haskill, 2014) Lyndall merits a place in what should be a wider discourse about the aberrated colonial bildungsroman’s 
(Etsy, 2014) usefulness in today’s globalized (Palumbo-Liu, 2012) literature classrooms.  As a teacher of children’s literature in 
postsecondary classrooms where marginalized young women are often students, I probe how the novel impacts my own pedagogical 
practices: what, for instance, do I hope to cultivate in relation to feminist, educational, and ethical concerns? What sort of 
discussions might The Story of an African Farm or similar novels prompt in my classroom and others like it? 
 
Critical pedagogies and diasporic identities: Employment training for migrant women (Hongxia Shan and Zahida Rahemtulla) 
Employment training services for immigrants have been critiqued on multiple fronts. They are also believed to be holding potentials 
to transform the lives of individual immigrants. Based on their common commitment to maximizing the transformative potential of 
employment training programs, a group of educators/researchers formulated a community-based research project. The project 
focuses on a partnership program that trains refugee and immigrant women for the hospitality industry. A notable feature of the 
program is that it is not positioned merely as a training site for instrumental skills. Rather, it is also treated as a cultural and social 
site for the participants to expand their social space. A second feather of the program is that it is committed to creating conditions 
for the women to be more in control of their own lives, i.e. to empower themselves. This feature in particular resonates with the 
tradition of critical education, which has historically emphasized the importance to recognize, respect, and integrate into curriculum 
and teaching marginalized voices and cultures, equalize relationship between teachers and students, build participatory capacity of 
minoritized groups, and raise the consciousness of people about exploitation and marginalization. In this presentation, we explore 
“how relations of power and inequality (social, cultural, economic), in their myriad forms of combinations, and complexities, are 
manifest and are challenged (Apple, Au, & Gandin, 2009, p. 3) through the program. We argue that part of the success of the 
program has to do with how it allows for the women to articulate their diasporic identities. 
 
Mothers, Incarceration, and Transitions to Public Life: New Perspectives on Family Literacy (Angela Wiseman) 
1.7 million children have a family member in prison, yet attention to the process of transitioning out of incarceration has received 
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very little attention from educators, researchers, and policy makers (Schlafer, 2013). This research seeks to understand how mothers 
transitioning out of incarceration respond to children’s literature as they explore topics related to their experiences. Literacy sessions 
were held at a women’s residential center where the majority of the adults have recently completed time in prison or jail. Using a 
sociocultural framework that considers how social institutions, cultural contexts, and power relations affect literacy practices (Chao 
& Mantero, 2014) as well as transactional theories of reading response (Rosenblatt, 1994; Sipe, 2008), this research presents 
findings from a program that uses children’s literature to address the needs of mothers in the process of reentering the community. 
Sessions were designed and facilitated by experts with experience in implementing literacy programs for inmates and included an 
interactive read aloud and written response to the texts. 
Qualitative techniques of participant-observation and descriptive analysis were used as I documented 6 2-hour reading sessions 
(Creswell, 2012), 2 community library sessions, surveys, and 2 focus groups. Data were generated from fieldnotes, audiotaped 
discussions, surveys, and written reflections. Data were coded to develop emergent themes. Findings demonstrate how children’s 
literature encouraged conversations among the participants about dealing with emotions, expressing fears about transitioning to the 
public sphere, and questions or concerns about parenting. Research on literacy practices of formerly incarcerated caregivers makes 
an important societal contribution since there is very little research to inform programs or policy. This research provides important 
insights about the ways that mothers transition out of incarceration and provide implications for the ways that support could be 
structured as they shift to public life. 
 
 

Cultural Studies for Cultural Consciousness: Using Cultural Studies to Generate Dynamic Pedagogical Tools 
(Room 1008) 

 
This panel invites scholars, artists and educators to explore the many types of media – including podcasts, photography and those of 
an elemental nature – that can be harnessed in impactful ways to expand and deepen teaching pedagogy. 
 
Nova Scotia Beach Rocks as Powerful Media for Change: Leah Parsons, and “Memory Stones” for Rehtaeh (Nicolette Little) 
Rehtaeh Parsons was bullied for months via various media after a photo of her being penetrated, while vomiting out a window, 
“went viral.” For Rehteah, media was a weapon, wielded by other teenagers, that hurt and contributed to her suicide. For Leah 
Parsons, Rehtaeh’s mother, media is a “mixed bag.” While her daughter was tormented through media – and Leah and Rehtaeh’s 
father, Glen, were themselves the recipients of mediated threats – media has also offered a chance for healing, activism and public 
outreach and education about the ramifications of sexual violence. My work examines Leah’s use of “natural media” – notably, 
beach stones from Nova Scotia’s coast, which she paints with colourful images and words – to share her message about the dangers 
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of misogyny and bullying with Nova Scotians, Canadians and the world. Her stones, I argue, can be harnessed as a powerful 
pedagogical tool that can help youth critically reflect upon and discuss the dangers of sexist attitudes, and evaluate their own 
attitudes towards women and gender. Based on John Durham Peters’ (2015) exploration of nature’s relationship with media, I 
employ a wider theoretical understanding of what constitutes “media.” Peters’ work provides a starting point for my own, as I 
explore the power of beach rocks to act as salubrious and transformative channels for emotion, and “broadcast systems” for desired 
social change. My work, which examines media’s turn from destructive “weapon” to memorializing force, or tool for activism, also 
explores media in the larger context of feminist politics and advocacy. 
 
Gilmore’s, ‘Gillies’ and Gossip: Examining Loose Talk as Radical Pedagogy on the fan-based podcast Gilmore Guys (Lauren 
Cullen) 
In this paper I establish the act of gossip as both a form of critical knowledge production and feminist pedagogy. The site I have 
chosen to analyze is Gilmore Guys, a fan-based podcast about the teen drama Gilmore Girls. Through ritualized practices of 
gossiping on the podcast, the two hosts along with special guests and listeners inform a discourse about Gilmore Girls. The gossip 
generated by the ‘Gillies’, self-identified fans of the podcast and television show, produces a space to lovingly and harshly critique 
problematic representations of post-feminism in the television show they love, and love to hate. I suggest the podcast provides 
opportunity for fans to reflect and discuss Gilmore Girls using an intersectional feminist lens mobilized via meandering 
conversation and gossip. The exchanges recorded on the podcast as well as ensuing ones on social media demonstrate the potential 
for loose talk as radical pedagogy. I specifically trace conversations stemming from episodes dedicated to the opinions of audience 
members in order to identify how this form of communication can maintain an accessible and public space for critical reflection and 
discussion. By framing loose talk on the podcast as a form of public pedagogy, I further consider how one might measure what is 
learned on Gilmore Guys. A one-channel video will accompany the paper presentation and function as an illustrative form of gossip. 
Paired together, my paper and video investigate the methodological approaches to my work, subsequently challenging traditional 
attitudes to knowledge production and presentation. 
 
On the Pedagogical ‘Fringes’ of Representation: Theorizing the 'Slow Violence' of Environmental Racism in the United 
States with LaToya Ruby Frazier’s Approach to Documentary Photography (Samantha Hogg) 
Connecting the conceptual and disciplinary boundaries of environmentalism and (post)colonialism, literary scholar Rob Nixon coins 
the term ‘slow violence’— a concept capturing the invisibility of ongoing injury or harm to certain communities and peoples. His 
concept inspires me to ask: How does slow violence operate on the fringes of representation? How can it be noticed? What might 
this look like photographically? In engaging with the documentary photographic work and practices of LaToya Ruby Frazier, this 
paper is an attempt to address this set of interconnected questions. To this paper, I bring the analysis of Max van Manen’s 
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“pedagogical moment” in order to address the ways in which we can engage looking, watching, and feeling Frazier’s photographs, 
which depict the slow violence of environmental racism. I argue that Frazier’s interventions in documentary style, using the camera 
as a method, or in her words, as a weapon, work toward dismantling dominant (western) conceptions of race, gender, development 
and justice. Frazier has an insider’s perspective that deeply engages with embedded and embodied experiences of the land. With a 
focus on documenting the complex effects of divestment and abandonment by local, state, and federal government on her 
community, Frazier’s approach resists narratives of victimization and tells a compelling story of survival. In presenting Frazier’s 
method of visual storytelling in conversation with Carl Chiarenza’s ideas of ‘picture-making’ as ‘world-making’ and Kate Kaul’s 
radical understanding of ‘entangled experience,’ I hope to map ways of learning, thinking, and acting that align with Frazier’s 
approach to documentary photography as a pedagogical tool. 
 

3:45PM to 4:00PM Break 
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Plenary Session: Black Arts: Performative Vancouver Cultural Studies 
 

Vanessa Richards, Henry Daniel, and Kevan “Scruffmouth” Cameron 
Discussant: David Chariandy 

 
Social Song: Collective Singing and Social Justice (Vanessa Richards) 
Song in common modern life is transforming. We literally stream songs into our bodies but seldom let them back out. For the first 
time in human history music has become most often an individual experience and creating music together is the anomaly. The 
surging community choir movement invites us to rediscover what is possible when people sing more often and together. Scientists 
are confirming what all our ancestors always knew – when we sing collectively we are changed. Our hearts synchronize, our blood 
changes, endorphins are released and lungs are rejuvenated. We can literally move mountains, sail the oceans, or turn wool into 
waterproof tweed with song as our steam powered energy. That’s what the physical body is experiencing. What the individual spirit 
is experiencing within the social body is equally profound. This action dialogue will explore participatory process and the role of the 
arts and artists in building civic imagination, social sustainability and personal transformation. 
 
In the middle…somewhat dislocated (Henry Daniel) 
In the middle…somewhat dislocated is a 20-minute performance work that takes place within a 12-minute looping audio/video 
installation. The total time the work takes to unfold is therefore quite flexible. The structure exploits the format of the academic 
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performance paper, the art gallery exhibition, and the proscenium stage performance while not completely obeying the rules of any 
of these. The work also draws references from two of Dr. Daniel’s multi-year research projects; Project Barca, which examined 
some of the long-term consequences of Columbus’ 1492 voyage across the Atlantic, and Contemporary Nomads, a current initiative 
that examines 21st century transnational human movement across different types of borders. In the middle…somewhat dislocated 
looks at the kinds of fractures that take place within diasporic, individual, and institutional bodies when these crossings; 
disciplinary, cultural, racial, national, and otherwise, take place. 
 
Spoken dub poetics: Beautiful Game Theory – Physical Literacy at Home in Canada and abroad in the Diaspora (Kevan 
Anthony Cameron, a.k.a. Scruffmouth) 
The prehistory of Canada as a nation state is a saga recorded for us with tales of colonists, conquerors and settlers of European 
descent establishing themselves in the Americas. During Canada’s 150th anniversary of confederation, we contemplate this period 
of contact between Europeans and Native Americans through efforts of peace and reconciliation after the chaos and conflict of a 
new order manifesting in the ‘New World’. Currently, Canadian society remembers generations of genocide and residential school 
traumatization. In Vancouver, British Columbia, 21st century urban renewal on the traditional territories of the Tsleil-Waututh ‘The 
People of the Inlet’ continues to forget the indigenous inhabitants and nomadic residents that were targeted for ‘Negro removal’. 
From 1858 to 2008, there continues to be a Black pioneering presence in British Columbia and from 1867-2017; Canadian identity 
is still a product of the British Empire. If Commonwealth is used to measure ‘Canadian prehistory’; the date used to mark the 
beginning of this nation-state system is 1648. By 1655, Jamaica became a nation-state. 50 years prior to this, Mathieu da Costa, son 
of Congolese and Portugese royalty, is recorded as “the first named person of African descent” in Canada (1605). In this new 
paradigm, freedom was contingent on a performance or service — whether military prowess, indigenous knowledge or a unique 
skill set. This pattern of freedom and struggle is a rhythmic wave charting ups and downs of Afrodescendants in the Americas for 
500 years. It is found in the diasporic traditions of orality used to locate self in the vast seas of information. 
 
Chair and discussant: David Chariandy 

END OF DAY TWO 
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Seeking Equity in Turbulent Times: Working Towards Social and Cognitive Justice 
(Room 1003) 

 
The risks we are willing (and able) to take: Enacting reconciliation and social justice in higher education (Derek Tannis) 
We often hear colleagues speak of the risks they take in approaching their teaching, helping or leading from a social justice 
framework, including reconciliation. And yet, there is little research that explores how these risks are experienced by faculty, staff 
and students committed to the enactment of social justice and reconciliation in their day-to-day practice. This paper explores the 
lived meaning of this risk-taking in context to the need for a renewed dialogue on the ethics, purpose and policy that can guide, 
strengthen and undermine the work of social justice and reconciliation in higher education.  
 
Rethinking community in higher education engagement practices: Disrupting binaries for justice and equity (Tania Kajner) 
Abstract: In this paper, the author challenges distinctions between community and university, pointing to construction of difference 
as both the basis and rationale for community engagement practices in higher education. She introduces a conceptual reframing of 
community that might mitigate the closure of higher education spaces to social justice education and pedagogies, a closure that is 
characteristic of neoliberalization. She argues that reframing community may enable a justice oriented model of engaged scholarship 
that does not reproduce colonial relations, subverts binary divisions and opens space for diverse engagement practices. 
 
Progressing Beyond Integration: Valuing all Knowledges Through Infusion of Equity into Educational Policy and Practice 
(Neda Asadi) 
While Canada is welcoming newcomers from various part of the globe, educational policies, practices and curriculum is not 
reflective of the diverse learners and their knowledges. The impact of current educational policies and practices for the more 
vulnerable migrant groups such as refugees has been persistent low academic achievements and high drop-out rates 
(Froese-Germain, 2004; Naylor, 2005, 2013; Rossiter& Rossiter, 2009). In order to ensure equity in classrooms it is crucial to 
introduce the concept of cognitive justice into inclusive educational policies, practices as well as accountability pillars.  
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Belonging to ethno-cultural organizations: Pedagogies of political agency in the vernacular (Berhanu Demeke) 
The paper investigates the pedagogic and political implications of membership in ethno-cultural organizations. It mines hidden 
promises and pitfalls of organizational belonging by juxtaposing with dominant perceptions about them. 
 

Young Life, Hard Life, and the Possibilities of Youth Justice 
(Room 1002) 

 
Academic engagement: exploring schooling and educational attainment through the experiences of homeless youth (Sabina 
Mirza) 
My presentation aims to understand how homelessness impacts a young person’s academic engagement and school achievement. 
Education is a topic that remains at the core of many debates regarding young people, and figures centrally in our understanding of 
what can lead to opportunity, success and a happy life. However, youth who experience homelessness face social exclusion on 
numerous fronts. Many youth come to the streets having to forego education. A high percentage of young people who become 
homeless are dropouts and most of these young people have difficult experiences at school. It is unclear how schools and the 
education system in Canada – a key statutory institution in young people’s lives – and the youth homelessness sector respond to the 
disengagement of homeless youth from school. In our common approaches to working with and supporting homeless youth, 
Canadian aid agencies provide emergency supports for young people such as shelter, food and in some cases, counseling and other 
forms of support. Some emergency services also work with young people to help them become independent, focusing on training 
them for the job market to earn an income. The focus shifts to self- sufficiency, and education is deemed a part of the young 
person’s past rather than future. This paper will include the stories, perspectives and thoughts of young people themselves to 
understand how homelessness has impacted their educational experiences in order to explore how we might better support homeless 
youth in accessing and engaging in education. Understanding youth’s experiences of being homeless, the educational challenges 
they face, and their academic needs and pursuits, is an incredibly important aspect of my research interests. In my presentation, I 
suggest that Canadian institutional responses and supports for young people who are homeless, need to be re-oriented to prioritize 
education as a central strategy to support homeless youth; this may allow them to remain in school, help them move forward with 
their lives, and prevent them from winding up on the streets. 
 
Subject Formation of Adolescent Refugee in Canada: A Case Study of Vietnamese Boat People (Sofia Noori) 
With the federal government’s recent commitment to support the resettlement of an additional 25, 000 refugees from countries like 
Syria the existing adolescent refugee population will continue to grow in Canada’s foreseeable future. It is imperative to gain a 
better understanding of their experiences of migration and in particular, how they perceive themselves integrating (or not) in 
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Canadian society as new settlers and/or members of racialized minority groups. To date, the experience of refugees from the global 
south has not been well investigated. I intend on developing an understanding of how adolescent refugees' experiences of war, 
displacement, and their new minority status may impact their identity formation with regards to ethnicity, race, and gender. Through 
a critical analysis of the few available oral and written life stories that have been published, I will shed light on the narratives of this 
Canadian population. This research will hopefully help shape the direction of information being gathered for the design and delivery 
of services or assistance to refugee youth. 
 
From being involved in the system to changing the system: Engaging in youth activism to change the juvenile justice system 
(Shiv Desai) 
The purpose of this proposal is to describe a YPAR project conducted by formerly incarcerated youth who investigate how current 
juvenile justice policies detrimentally impact their peers as well as suggests recommendations to improve the system. 
 
Experiencing Youth (Sam Stiegler) 
Abstract: This paper offers a theoretical reconceptualization of “youth” within the scope of Cultural Studies and education. Pulling 
on an ethnographic study of everyday experiences of trans, queer, and genderqueer youth of color, this paper focuses on theoretical 
engagements with the concept of experience. Through this focus, analysis reevaluates how various types of experiences—including 
those often thought to be mundane, pedestrian, and inconsequential—are in relationship with various systems of knowledge 
production. That is, this work shifts both apparatuses for and manners of taking account of social subjects in education research, 
namely those often determined to be “youth.” This paper considers both the ways in which youth subjects are made sense of by the 
worlds around them and how youth, themselves, are making sense of the worlds through which they move. Such work elucidates 
how “youth” is a cultural byproduct of the experiences of transitioning from child to adult. That is, by asking: “what is youth?” or 
“where does the concept of youth come from”, what comes into focus are the epistemological and ontological conundrums and 
shortcomings that alleviate “youth” from being a universally-applicable label for bodies within a certain age range. Rather, pulling 
on work in Youth Cultural Studies, it should be considered as a contextual categorization of which access to is determined through 
race, class, gender, sexuality, nationality, and ability. 
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Unpacking The Hidden Curricula: Lived Experiences From Dadaab Refugee Camps  

(Room 1001) 
 
Students in schools experience more than one curriculum. Many of us believe that formal curriculum drives everything in schools. 
However, there are other curricula that exist in schools; formal, informal, non-formal, null, and hidden curricula. Several writers 
(Eisner 2002; Jackson 1968; Hargreaves 1982; & Massialas 1997) have credited hidden curriculum as the one that drives learning in 
schools and its impacts are long lasting since they rotate around instilling long life survival tactics in students at school and in the 
community. In this panel we will be discussing about the hidden curricula as experienced by students in Dadaab refugee camp 
schools. Unpacking this topic is a team of 14 (co) researchers from UBC and SFU universities in Canada; 3 professors 1 graduate, 9 
undergraduates from UBC and 1SFU student, 10 of whom have lived, learned and taught in Dadaab refugee camp schools, the 
professors have taught teacher education courses in Dadaab campus and collected data from the Dadaab camp schools and the 
graduate student recently conducted research in the same schools.  
 
Panelists:  
Samson Nashon, Philip Kimani, Karen Meyer, Cynthia Nicol, Hassan Said Hassan, Ali Abdi Hussein, Abdihakin Farah Muse, 
Ibrahim Abdi. 
 

Teaching and Learning in Diverse Classrooms: Political and Cultural Challenges 
(Room 1008) 

 
Multimodal Constructions of Nonpersons: Marking and Marginalizing English Learners in Peer Interactions (Meghan 
Corella and Jane Younga Choi) 
Despite decades of cultural studies and education work emphasizing the importance of democratic, culturally relevant pedagogies 
(Freire, 1970; Ladson-Billings, 1994; Paris, 2012), the education of English learners (ELs) and other minoritized students in North 
America continues to be inequitable (Valencia, 2015). Because research on ELs has focused mainly on their (supposedly deficient) 
academic language and literacy skills (Haneda, 2014), the social and interactional dimensions of their inequitable experiences 
remain underexplored. Building on a small body of previous research on ELs’ marginalizing and racializing experiences in 
classroom interactions (Talmy, 2010; Willett, 1995), in this presentation we highlight micro-level replications of hegemonic 
macro-level structures through a multimodal discourse analysis of peer interactions in a California second-grade classroom. Based 
on a one-year ethnography, this analysis examines various identification processes and interactional practices whereby two Latino 
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ELs, Saul and Alvaro, were routinely positioned as intellectually, interactionally, and linguistically deficient by at least half of their 
peers. Through sometimes subtle verbal and embodied practices, including silencing, over-helping, critiquing, and insulting, the 
boys were constructed as nonpersons (Goffman, 1963) whose actions, abilities, discourse, and bodies were either rendered invisibly 
marginal or were marked (Bucholtz & Hall, 2004) as hypervisibly Other. These practices were enabled by ideologies of neoliberal 
multiculturalism (Kubota, 2014) and of intelligence as innate and fixed (Oakes et al., 1997). To counter these ideologies, it is 
crucial—particularly in an era of legitimized violence against minoritized groups—for educators and researchers to attend to all 
forms of Othering and to enact actively anti-racist pedagogies. 
 
Pre-Service Teachers’ Approaches to Addressing Politically-Charged Texts in Politically-Charged Climates (Rachael 
Debnam-O'Dea) 
In English language arts (ELA) classrooms, the content of a text and the instruction of that material communicate political messages 
to learners (Freire, 1970; Laing, 2013; Williams, 1979), despite some teachers’ beliefs that literacy can be approached in 
non-political ways (Bender-Slack, 2010). The novel 1984, written by George Orwell in 1949, serves as an exemplar of 
politically-charged literature as its content addresses the impact of a totalitarian government. Popular media has recently drawn 
connections between 1984 and current events surrounding Donald Trump’s polarizing candidacy and administration, potentially 
leading to the novel topping the Amazon best-seller list in January (de Freytas-Tamura, 2017; Koh, 2017). Based on this recent 
phenomenon, our research seeks to understand how pre-service ELA teachers understand their role in teaching political issues 
through literature and how they would approach the teaching of the novel 1984 within the current political climate. In this 
qualitative phenomenological study, we will administer an open-ended survey to 15 pre-service ELA teachers enrolled in a Middle 
Grades teacher education program at a large university in the southern United States to explore these issues and report on the themes 
that emerge from the data. Understanding how pre-service teachers would attempt to navigate teaching this explicitly political text 
in today’s highly-charged political atmosphere can offer insights into how teachers are prepared to engage with political issues in 
the classroom and how societal changes may impact teachers’ instructional practices. Finally, we will discuss implications for future 
research involving in-service teachers and practices regarding teacher education programs. 
 
Shifting Pre-Service Teachers' Perspectives of Language Instruction for Dialectically Diverse Students Through Teacher 
Anecdotes (Nicolette Filson) 
Despite linguists' continued validation of nonstandard dialects, including African American Vernacular English (AAVE) and 
Appalachian English, as grammatical and rule-governed language patterns (Rickford, 1999), linguistic prejudice towards these 
dialects persists in both larger society (Baugh, 2003) and education (Blake & Cutler, 2003). Pre-service teachers (Cross, DeVaney, 
& Jones, 2001) and in-service teachers (Doorn & Schumm, 2013) report more negative attitudes towards nonstandard dialects than 
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"standard English." These discriminatory language ideologies can lead to lower expectations and low achievement for nonstandard 
speakers (Bowie & Bond, 1995; Ferguson, 1998; Wolfram & Christian, 1989), negative perceptions of nonstandard speakers' 
personalities (Cazden, 2001), and nonstandard speakers' resistance to education (Fordham & Ogbu, 1986; Kohl, 1991). Through 
language courses and curricula, attempts have been made to change teachers' attitudes towards dialect diversity; however, altering 
individuals' deep-seated ideologies about language is difficult and, at times, ineffective (Bol & Berry, 2005; Terrill & Mark, 2000). 
Based on this problem, this qualitative study seeks to investigate the potential impact of teachers' personal anecdotes, through text 
and video, regarding their use of critical language pedagogy (Gebhard, 2005) and linguistically-inclusive approaches to dialect 
diversity on pre-service teachers' attitudes towards this type of instruction in their own classroom. Data will be collected from 19 
pre-service teachers enrolled in a Middle Grades teacher education program through an open-ended survey, class discussions, and 
class assignments. Themes that emerge from the data will be reported in order to better understand how teachers' language 
ideologies can be shifted to more asset-based views of nonstandard dialects. 
 
The effect of students' participation in the community of philosophic inquiry on critical thinking in media literacy in Tehran 
(Elham Saberi) 
The purpose of this research is "investigation of the effect of students' participation in the community of philosophic inquiry on 
critical thinking develop of media literacy (network and web¬page) in the eighth grade of high school students in the academic year 
of 2013-2014 in Tehran. The statistical community consists of all the eighth grade of high school students in Tehran. The research 
sampls was selected through random clustering method and Each of the experimental and control group consisted of 23 subjects. 
Data collection tool was critical thinking test of Cornell x. Training period lasted ten sessions (one session per week) and in the first 
session, critical thinking pre-test of Cornell was performed. Then, eight sessions devoted to discussing in the community of 
philosophical inquiry about the selected network and web¬pages. Post-test was held for both groups in the last session. Here, to 
analyze data, covariance analysis was used. Findings showed with 99% confidence that students' participation in the community of 
philosophical inquiry impacts on the critical thinking skills in students. The results suggests that students' participation in the 
community of philosophical inquiry impacts positively on the deductive reasoning skills, inductive reasoning, observational analysis 
of media messages, power of reliability and the power of making hypothesis. According to the findings, we can conclude that 
students' participation in the community of philosophical inquiry develop the critical thinking in the media literacy (network and 
webpage). 
 

10:30AM to 10:45AM Break 
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“These Stories are Tools of Resistance”: Diasporic Identities and the Cultural Politics of Food Activism 

(Room 1001) 
 

Located on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territory of the Coast Salish peoples, Vancouver’s Renfrew-Collingwood 
neighbourhood is a hub for community food action. It is home to a groundbreaking schoolyard garden, Canada's first modern 
schoolyard farm, and Vancouver's last remaining uncovered stream (now a salmon habitat restoration project). While social and 
economic inequalities make many local residents more vulnerable to food insecurity, neighbourhood youth are the driving force 
behind several innovative food justice initiatives. Since 2015 and with the support of the Renfrew-Collingwood Food Security 
Institute (https://rcfood.wordpress.com/), a group of youth leaders have been collecting and sharing stories of neighbourhood food 
engagement. These have been shared through the annual BC Food Systems Gathering and in the book Renfrew-Collingwood Food 
Stories ♥ (2016). Rooted in intimate relationships with place, the stories weave themes including migrant and family histories, 
unsettled diasporic identities, and transformative experiences of creating food spaces together. These stories highlight complex 
relationships between culture, identity, and political action; they help us to ask a set of broader questions: How is social difference 
rendered visible (or invisible) through food systems engagement? How do diasporic identities figure in the struggle for food justice? 
How/can we name and challenge hegemonic terms of participation in food systems activism? How/can we operate outside a 
narrowly defined framework of environmental sustainability, and without defaulting to capitalist engagements with food (“voting 
with your dollar”)? Blending roundtable and workshop approaches, the proposed presentation will incorporate multimedia to create 
small group opportunities for dialogue around our identities, our cultural food practices, and our politics. 
 
Panelist 1: Winnie Bao  
 
Panelist 2: Crecien Bencio 
 
Panelist 3: Kaitlyn Fung  
 
Panelist 4: Stephanie Lim 
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International Education and the Mediation of Culture 
(Room 1002) 

 
Pedagogies for international education: A cultural studies approach (Paul Tarc) 
Opportunities for international education (IE) across multiple levels are expanding. While pragmatic agendas for, and instrumental 
conceptions of, IE abound, there are nonetheless new openings for conceiving and enacting pedagogies to deparochialize, arguably a 
long-standing, core aspirational vision of international education (however inflected by the prejudices of the times). As a 
disciplinary domain, cultural studies is relevant in two ways. First, in contrast to the (psychological) developmentalist and 
instrumental conceptions of core categories dominating in pedagogies of IE, cultural studies offers more robust categories 
(representation, subjectivity, relationality…) to examine the phenomena of intercultural engagement in a globalizing world. Second, 
cultural studies can represent a lens to select and analyze a growing number of available documentary and literary filmic 
representations of the intercultural relation. In this presentation, I will present a short clip of a documentary film, "Crossing Borders: 
Overcoming Barriers between American and Muslim Cultures," as an exemplar of a film marketed as a pedagogical object to foster 
intercultural understanding in its viewers. I will offer an analysis of its core lessons and underlying assumptions of intercultural 
understanding, subjectivity and difference and I will consider the potential benefits and drawbacks of this documentary film (and its 
supplementary materials) to propose what educators might consider in the selection and use of films as a medium to foster learners’ 
intercultural understanding. Here, I anticipate a tension with educational uses of films, by differentiating between art’s capacity to 
instruct vs. enchant, which somewhat parallels the question of whether intercultural understanding is ‘taught’ or ‘caught.’ 
 
Taught to get along – at what cost?: Applying cultural studies to intercultural education (Carrie Karsgaard) 
While institutional discourse promotes meaningful intercultural engagement, higher education institutions undergoing 
internationalization often risk representing diverse students as assets to the university, where they are summarized in head counts 
and appreciated for creating the image of a diverse university. Into this landscape, cultural studies lends a much-needed critical, 
decolonial approach that exposes the anthropological influence on intercultural education whereby “we” learn the knowledge, 
attitudes and skills to make sense of diverse “others,” while “they” learn to fit into Canadian ways of knowing and being. To address 
these issues, this paper will dialogue cultural studies first with intercultural theory and then in a reflexive manner with my own work 
as the program and curriculum designer for the Intercultural Development Program (IDP) at UBC’s Okanagan campus, to 
demonstrate the necessity of cultural studies in shaping intercultural education towards more ethical ends. Through curriculum, 
programming and community-building that is co-created with students, the IDP aspires to shape intercultural education towards 
social justice and equity, opening spaces for engagement with non-dominant epistemologies, and promoting the critical thinking 
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necessary for evaluating the historical, economic, political, social, and ethical implications of students’ own and others’ positions. 
As an emergent program housed by a department implicated within the university’s internationalization goals, the IDP program 
provides a helpful site for exploring the challenges and possibilities of how intercultural education may be conducted “otherwise.” 
 
Internationalization as spectacle: Globalized universities and the accumulation of image capital (Amy Scott Metcalfe and 
Gerardo Blanco-Ramírez) 
In an era of austerity and amid calls for greater public accountability, higher education institutions place ever more importance in 
their brand identity as a method to communicate their quality to a global audience. Viewed from this perspective, 
internationalization in higher education can be considered as a spectacle: a visual (and increasingly digital) promotion of worldly 
appearances and international aspirations, yet without tangible linkages to structural change. How might we examine and theorize 
the “image capital” that is involved in these efforts to enhance higher education’s visual identity for a global audience? In addition, 
how might we understand the fragility of image capital, which is simultaneously being challenged by the proliferation of un-official 
images and assertions of the contemporary “selfie” society by way of the widespread use of social media?  
Our research undertakes a transnational comparative examination of higher education in the North American region (Canada, the 
US, and Mexico), utilizing visual studies approaches, theories, and methods to examine internationalization as an image-centric 
cultural practice, with connections to students’ and faculty members’ individual visual identity development in a globalizing 
environment. Institutional image capital is fragile, particularly in higher education’s web-centric, digital marketspace. For this 
reason, institutional “brands” can be targets for collective action against the institution, as logos or symbols are re-appropriated to 
serve alternative messages and slogans. Furthermore, students and faculty might use social media to challenge dominant forms of 
symbolic and physical representation on campus. Social media, which is employed by the institution for promotional purposes, is by 
its nature open to counter-argument and contestation. 
 

Sembrando Raíces, (Re/ Un)Learning Being Through Afro-Peruvian Dance 
(Room 1003) 

 
AfroVibras Perú presents Afro-Peruvian folklore and contemporary fusion, expressing the vast socio-political and cultural 
contributions of Afro-descendants. Moving to the pulse of cajón percussion rhythms, AfroVibras Perú unites dance movement and 
theatre to explore personal and collective struggles and learnings, working across and along lines of difference. Their repertoire 
includes diverse Afro-Peruvian dance genres, including Festejos, Landós, Zamacuecas and Valentina style. AfroVibras Perú seeks 
to 1.) promote Afro-Peruvian and other Afro-Indigenous Latin American traditions through dance and other diverse art forms; 2.) 
collaborate with other artists, groups, collectives and organizations in order to explore the connections of Afro-descendant and 
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Indigenous diaspora; 3.) motivate self-empowerment through movements, rhythms, stories and interactions among members and 
audience; 4.) foster spaces and opportunities to develop intersectional anti-oppressive understanding; 5.) cultivate and continuously 
seek critical engagement with concepts of art, culture, folklore and traditions on three levels: individual, collective and public; 6) 
and develop educational curricula and workshops. 
 
Performance: Agricola: Reclaiming Power 
Through dance, women reclaim their individual and collective power, drawing from and establishing identity, to survive and 
succeed the labours and limits thrust upon them. The rhythm is one of the land. Choreography by Jose 'Lalo' Izquierdo; adapted and 
led by Geidy Baldeon. 
 
Performance: Contempothriving  
Individuals root into traditions and come to terms with complex pasts and presents to navigate the chaotic realities of today. As they 
root and merge old and new practices, dig into Afro-Peruvian beats, the possibilities become infinite. Original AfroVibras Perú 
piece choreographed by Sonia Medel, with conceptual contributions by AfroVibras Perú members.).  
 
A Dance Dialogue: Unpacking the Power of Movement and Diaspora (Geidy Baldeon, Sonia Medel, and Catalina Parra) 
The performers invite you to join them in a highly participatory dialogue (bring your words and movements) on dance where they 
will welcome your curiosities and constructive critiques about their performance pieces, and questions and perspectives on the 
pedagogical possibilities, critical learnings by practitioners, messy beauties and challenges of working in diverse diaspora contexts, 
confronting appropriation(s), anti-oppressive potential, etc.. 
 

Multi-Media Representation and Precarious Subjectivities 
(Room 1008) 

 
The New York Times and Indianapolis Star on the Dilemma of Admitting Syrian Refugees: A Comparative Analysis 
(Haijing Tu and Yan Zhang) 
This research collects 86 opinion pieces on the subject of Syrian refugees from two newspapers – The New York Times (NYT) at 
the national level and The Indianapolis Star (IndyStar) at the local level – within the three weeks following the November 13.  
 
Canadian Identity and The National Gallery of Canada: An Althusserian Analysis (Emily Pleasance) 
This paper discusses the northern wilderness landscape and how it became ingrained in Canadian national identity. It shows how 
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this identity adheres to ruling class ideologies while simultaneously oppressing the Indigenous peoples of Canada. 
 
(Mus)interpreted = Misinterpreted + Muslim Interpreted : the politics of representation, rectification and recognition 
(Nadiya Ali) 
(Mus)interpreted - an amalgamation of misinterpreted and Muslim-interpreted - is an annual multi-medium exhibit featuring the 
artistic works of Muslim women in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). The exhibit is one oriented towards a politics of 
uncovering-dismantling-and-rectifying, juxtaposition with seemingly opposing logics of unfixity-unknowability-and-uncertainty. 
This paper will engage with the ‘artistic statements’ of the nearly two dozen multi-medium curated pieces and ask how can we 
understand this exhibit as a curated whole, meant to speak to the notion of (Mus)interpreted? (Mus)interpreted/misinterpreted will in 
fact be leveraged as an overarching analytical lens channelled to ask each piece - what are/is the subject of misinterpretation or the 
object of rectification, as outline by the artistic statements? And what is the role of unfixity in the work of rectification as envisioned 
by the artists? Themes of identity, recognition, misrecognition and subalternity will be given special attention. 
 

12:00PM to 1:00PM Lunch 
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Performance Sessions (Spoken Word, Music, and Movement Jam) 

(The floor is opened for improvisations. We invite you to bring any instruments you may have with you to this Movement and 
Music jam session) 
 
Spoken word (Eden Abera)  
 
Spoken word A Force and I May Belong (Youeal Abera)  
 
Elaborate cajon solo (Fernando Bruno Torres Montoya and two musicians) 
 
Festejo dance and accompanying cajon playing with improvised dancing (AfroVibras Peru) 
 
Real Warriors Dub (Scruffmouth) 
 
Music (Sam Rocha) 
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The Becoming and Training of Professionals: Critical Interventions 

(Room 1001) 
 
The Cruel Optimism of Diversity: Race, Biopolitics, and Teacher Education in the Neoliberal-Late-Liberal Era (Justin 
Jiménez) 
Abstract: How has diversity become a celebrated motif and a sign of progress in this “post-racial,” neoliberal era? Equally, how has 
diversity provoked a divisive polemic that has sought to govern the body politic and organize emotions to produce orderly citizens 
of the state? What are the implications of these differing sentiments for caring for and teaching towards diversity? What is the 
significance of race and anti-racist discourses that ostensibly promote the accommodation and inclusion of the otherwise? In this 
presentation, I argue that despite the preponderance of institutional diversity discourses and practices, notably anti-racist 
invocations, for predominately White teacher candidates in teacher preparation programs, these discourses and practices, are largely 
insufficient to address a disposition to care for diversity in this contemporary era (Ahmed 2012). I assert that these discourses and 
practices of diversity have been depoliticized, demobilized, and aestheticized to facilitate neoliberal and late liberal 
governmentality, or a regulation of conduct that preserves regulatory ideals of the good and ethical life without an apprehension of 
the relational and historical assemblages that contour social understandings of difference (Povinelli 2011, 2016; Foucault 1977). 
Specifically, neoliberal and late liberal governmentality is predicated on the disaffiliation of fraught histories and a movement 
towards progress narratives, where subaltern and minoritized group subjectivities have been integrated to the liberal demos. I close 
this presentation by offering a possibility of critical affective pedagogies and a politic of resonance and witnessing to understand 
how racialized bodies are oriented towards or against one another. 
 
Teachers’ scenarios: the role of culture as a situated cognition (Mahmoud Talkhabi and Erfane Ghasempour Khoshroodi) 
Abstract: As the culture has an important role in educational practices, in this paper we intend to verify the teacher education 
problem in the light of the situated cognition theory. The advocates of this theory assert that the mind is not located in the head, but 
it interacts with the environment which has social cultural trait leading to shape the mindset of people. In addition, the activity of 
people is influenced by their mindset. Whereas, the situated cognition theory considers the relation between mind and the world 
outside the mind such as culture in every situation, we cannot neglect the culture of the community of teachers. Teachers are 
surrounded by the culture of educational and professional environment. From the perspective of situated cognition, the culture 
shapes our attitudes, beliefs, intents, desires, and acts. So, teachers' scenarios of teaching which lies in their mind, specify teachers’ 
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practices in the professional setting. Accordingly, the planning for educating teachers- pre-service or in-service- teachers' mental 
states and cultural factors which have involved to shape it should be considered. However, the situated cognition theory offers 
approaches concerning cognitive apprenticeship, creating the community of practice, legitimate peripheral participation and 
acculturation that could help to identify the mental scenarios of teachers and to recognize the culture of the teachers' community. 
The improvement of the teachers' ability in doing authentic practice needs to refine the culture and reform the mental scenarios of 
teachers. 
 
Laying the foundation for innovation health systems: critical intersectional pedagogy for mainstream health professions 
education (Taq Bhandal) 
Abstract: Based on the work I have been doing for my dissertation project, in this paper and presentation I aim: a) to enrich 
perspectives in refining the problematic, and current approaches to health professions education (HPE) practice in Canada. This 
requires also drawing on critical Educational Studies literature which typically includes K-12 education and post-secondary as the 
majority of scholarly and activist writings on intersectional feminist, anti-racist, postcolonial, and other critical pedagogies exist in 
this archive; b) to review medical and nursing curriculum and pedagogical trends from 1980-2016 particularly in Canada, but also 
drawing on the US-based and other international literature. These trends would be link to the meta-narrative of colonialism, 
modernity, global capitalism, patriarchy, etc., and c) to consider how critical intersectional pedagogy can provide insight into train a 
new generation of doctors and nurses that are living their formative HPE years in a “post-truth” moment. 
 

 (Un)learning Popular Stories in Precarious Times 
(Room 1002) 

 
Not my Islamo-racism: Beyond the brown oriental subject imaginary (Lucy El-Sherif, Nadiya Ali and Hawa Y. Mire) 
Post-reconceputalization curriculum theorizing has been described as an understanding of curriculum that centers the relationship 
between knowledge and the self (Gaztambide-Fernandez, 2011), and it is through this understanding of curriculum that we engage 
with what the term Muslim has come to stand for. In popular culture, Muslimness has come to stand for an undifferentiated 
culturally-alien oriental subject, a subject defined through the prism of violence and irrationality and increasingly fixed on brown 
bodies. Anti-Islamophobic discourses that assume a homogeneity of Muslim experience arguably work to reify the image of the 
undifferentiated brown oriental subject and the reductive caricatures of Muslimness that follow. This paper opens up possibilities for 
imagining the West in contravention of Islamophobia by addressing the erasure that happens when we respond to a homogenous IR 
and ask: How does the systemic demarcation of Muslim subjectivity, across racial, ethnic, class, regional and lines of ‘practice’, 
interact with how Islamophobia/Islamo-racism come to be experienced? Using an auto-ethnographic approach, the authors provide 
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first-person narratives to deconstruct popular conceptualizations of the undifferentiated Muslim figure from their respective 
geo-political and social locations to addresses identity, difference and social justice movements and the boundaries of this label. 
 
Popular culture, the new archive, and the war on terror: A changing world (Gabriella Maestrini and Omer Aijazi) 
In this article, we explore how the events of 9/11 have influenced everyday practices, objects and language creating a new archive. 
The new archive refers to particular ways of memorializing 9/11 that are simultaneously global/universal and local/personal, 
drawing on the spectacularity of the event and the specific range of sense¬making they permit. The new archive encapsulates 9/11 
as an ahistorical depoliticized event, that is rendered linear via an emotive narrative relying on a cause-¬effect relationship 
(Amoore, 2007; Simpson, 2006; Zehfuss, 2010). I argue that the simultaneous universalization/personalization of 9/11 is also made 
possible via the new archive which extends beyond the official memorization practices sanctioned, authorized and initiated by state 
agencies. Practices, objects and language reposited in this new archive through the use of popular cultural artifacts is based on a 
wide reading of pedagogy rooted in public pedagogy that sees everyday-practices-as-public pedagogy and expressions of popular 
culture as significant productions of meaning (Sefton-Greene, 2014). Practiced outside of formal learning spaces, these pedagogies 
may be public/private/shared/global and in their visual form (photographs) mainly circulated through social media. 
 
The Public Pedagogy of British Credit Unions: From Financial Diversity and Choice to a Pedagogy of Hierarchy and 
Discrimination (Olufemi Decker) 
Regardless of differences in financial system design, the coexistence of a range of financial institutions in well developed economies 
is viewed as a distinct advantage (Merton 1995, Levine 2002). A diverse financial structure supposedly offers choice and widens 
consumers’ access to financial services – a necessity given the increased financialisation of daily life (Martin 2002). The current 
thinking about British credit unions, for example, which were first introduced by Caribbean postcolonial migrants, is that they widen 
access to financial services and empower their users to operate fully as economic citizens, thereby reaping the benefits of financial 
inclusion and social cohesion. Viewed from a critical perspective, however, such an analysis ignores variously, the cultural 
dimensions of inequality, the politics of recognition and representation (Taylor, 1994), issues of belonging, and positioning 
financially or otherwise in mainstream or on the margins. Cultural studies offers a public pedagogy (Hall, 1996, Johnson, 1986) that 
allows one to recognize that financial institutions reproduce national notions of insider and outsider; belonging and not quite 
belonging; and in particular, the marginalization of and discrimination against certain groups on socioeconomic and ethnoracial 
grounds. Identity and discrimination are seen at play in the positioning of credit unions. Through this shift from diversity to 
difference talk, the financial landscape is seen as a hierarchy with large, multinational banks at the top and community/ethnic credit 
unions close to the very bottom, next to high cost and predatory lenders. Such a (re)vision is necessary if the potential of credit 
unions for participants’ empowerment is to be engaged. 
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Phenomenolopedagogohegemontology: Learning Cultural Studies 

(Room 1008) 
 

A panel of MA students in Cultural Studies at University of Washington, Bothell discusses what it means, and how best, to learn 
Cultural Studies while resisting the hegemonic violences of institutionalization. 
 
Panelist 1: Maisha is a writer and artist originally from San Diego, they completed a BA in Deaf Education at CSUNorthridge. 
Their research analyzes intersecting systems of oppression—regarding ability, race, class, gender and sexual identity through ghost 
stories. 
 
Panelist 2: Daniel is a Pacific Northwest native, torn away to the East Coast for their undergrad degree from Colby College. An 
avid horror film geek, their current research focuses on the representational intersections of race, queer sexualities, haunting, and 
memory in storytelling. 
 
Panelist 3: Frances Lee is a native Texan currently based in Seattle. Frances comes from the tech industry and is a trained UX 
Designer interested in crafting a methodology of human centered design that falls outside of corporate interests. Their research 
focuses on community intellectualism, activism as performance, and embodied ways of knowing. 
 
Panelist 4: Emily is a transplant to the West Coast from a tiny town in Connecticut. She is a Cancer sun/Libra rising, rarely meets a 
dog or a child that she doesn’t love, and fiercely loves her mom and dad, her queer family, her dog Grrl. Emily is currently 
interested in themes surrounding radical domesticity and cultures of care. 
 

Reproduction of Power in/as Textual Representation 
(Room 1003) 

 
Curating (post)colonial truth in Sven Augustjin’s Spectres (Aparna Mishra Tarc) 
My presentation examines the role of cultural production in bearing witness to truth as depicted in Sven Augustjin’s disturbing and 
riveting filmic testimony Spectres. Part investigative documentary, part art film, Spectres returns the viewer to the scene of the 
brutal assassination of Patrice Lumumba, leader of the anti-colonial movement in Brussels Congo during the early 1960s. My 
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analysis of filmic testimony centres in on the aesthetic strategies, devices, and effects Augustjin employs to non-verbally excavate, 
produce, and curate archival footage and interviews. The film, I argue, is designed to account for the disappearance and cover-up of 
Lumumba's murder at the hands of merciless Belgian colonial officials. Discussing the repressed of history as it returns in testimony 
of both perpetrators and survivors, my paper engages the uncanny qualities of Augustjin’s depiction of events that leaves the fragile 
matter of truth up to the judgment of the viewer (Bhabha, 1991; Felman, 2002) The strange aesthetic experience of viewing this 
film, I argue, supports the viewer to piece together a fragile truth of what happened to Lumumba. With this contemporary 
excavation of archival material and ghostly presentation of the events surrounding Lumumba's senseless death, Spectres attests to 
the shaky, yet vital role of cultural production in reviving a a truth that haunts that cannot be told through historical (progressive and 
colonial) storylines (Hall 1990; Morrison, 1990, Simon, 2015). Reeling in the aftermath of the film’s affective impact, the viewer is 
faced with new questions of the role of cultural production in truth telling missions excavating traumatic (post)colonial history as 
the one startling conducted by Augustjin in Specters. 
 
A Bourdieusian approach to cultural studies: How Chinese Canadian youth perceive media representation? (Dan Cui) 
This paper examines how Chinese Canadian youths perceive media representation of Chinese people and how that perception 
affects their identity construction. Drawing on Bourdieu and the interview data with thirty-six first- and second-generation Chinese 
Canadian youths in Alberta, this paper discusses three themes of symbolic violence that Chinese youth experience in the media 
field. It argues that the media-initiated symbolic violence not only reproduces and reinforces racism institutionally and systemically 
but also demonstrates and contributes to the evolvement of a racialized habitus among Chinese Canadian youths individually. 
 
Unveiling the Hidden Curricula in Dadaab Refugee Camp Schools (Philip Kimani Karangu) 
Hidden curriculum according to Massialas (1997), “is responsible for as much as 90 percent of all learning taking place in school 
while the formal curriculum takes care of 10 percent of all learning in school” (p.121). Based on this claim by Massialas (1997), this 
paper shares my lived experiences as a researcher in Dadaab refugee camp in 2016. I collected data from teachers and students in 
schools within the camp through visits (observations) and conducted semi-structured individual face-to-face interviews with 
participants. Such themes that came from this research include curriculum of: trust, unity, success, conspiracy, religion and culture, 
with an aim of helping educators (especially teachers) to recognize the hidden curricula in their schools. I will also share my 
involvement as an assistant researcher in the project of Learning, Living and Teaching in Dadaab refugee camp (LLTD) since 2015. 
 

3:45PM to 4:00PM Break 
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Plenary Session: The Institutionalization of Cultural Studies 
MA Program in Cultural Studies, University of Washington Bothell: Dr. Susan Harewood, Dr. Ron Krabill; 

BA Program in Cultural Studies, University of British Columbia, Okanagan: Dr. Ruthann Lee, Dr. David Jefferess; 
Discussant: Dr. Handel Kashope Wright 

 
Taking Praxis Seriously: Testing the Limits of Praxis and the University (Susan Harewood and Ron Krabill) 
Based on our work building a new MA in Cultural Studies program at the University of Washington Bothell over the past decade, 
we explore the challenges generated by cultural studies’ explicit desire to look beyond the intellectual and political boundaries of the 
university. Stuart Hall (1992) and many others have worried about cultural studies’ complicated position within the university. We 
seek to continue this practice of worrying at the knots that tie cultural studies to universities’ traditions, with their roots in 
imperialism and its attendant practices of ordering humanity.Our experiences as faculty developing the MA in Cultural Studies at 
UWB have highlighted consistently four challenging contradictions. First, cultural studies’ emphasis on praxis, if taken seriously, 
demands a different curricular structure, a change in the timing of the educational process, and alternative notions of ‘outputs’ when 
compared to traditional degrees. Second, cultural studies’ emphasis on examining power relations in everyday life inevitably shines 
a discomfiting light on the power relations that operate within the university and within the classroom. Third, cultural studies 
identifies itself as being open to non-academic epistemologies while simultaneously being embedded within an academic culture 
that emphasizes academic forms of knowledge making over others. Finally, a cultural studies program that takes seriously these 
contradictions will attract both students and faculty who understand themselves as broadly engaged in cultural struggle, which often 
means they have one foot in the academy but another outside it. As a result, students and faculty alike often find themselves 
alienated from both the larger institutional structures within which they work, and from the activist, arts-based, or community-based 
organizations from which they come. Given these tensions, what should a university-based cultural studies program promise to 
prospective students, faculty, and partner organizations? What is possible for such cultural studies programs to deliver, and what are 
the limitations imposed by the institutional structures in which they operate? 
 
Politics of Identity and Difference in Cultural Studies: Strategies and Dilemmas (Ruthann Lee) 
How do modern Western concepts of identity, subjectivity, and difference enable and constrain how Cultural Studies scholars 
engage in the work of social justice and political transformation? Despite a sophisticated understanding and theoretical 
establishment of identities as intersectional, students and faculty continue to make strategically essentialist claims as they navigate 
the contradictory dynamics of power and privilege in the university. In this talk, I examine some of the strategies and expectations 
of performing diversity that coincide with ongoing dilemmas of the “burden of representation” (Mercer 1990). Cultural Studies’ 
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continued reliance on liberal humanist frameworks limits how it can imagine practices of anti-capitalist decolonization. I suggest 
that by learning from and engaging with Indigenous theories of relationality, Cultural Studies can more purposefully resist and 
challenge colonial and corporate powers within and beyond the institution. 
 
Engaged Pedagogy and the Neoliberal University (David Jefferess) 
In my contribution, I provide some critical reflections on the work of my colleagues and myself to foster models of engaged 
pedagogy within the Cultural Studies program at UBC’s Okanagan campus. Students often express anxiety that Cultural Studies is 
confined to a pedagogy of critique. We have responded to this frustration with community-focused assignments, the development of 
a dedicated community-engaged research course, and public education initiatives that seek to foster participatory learning spaces. 
Typically, these initiatives have focused on practices of decolonization and reconciliation. These efforts have been fraught, not just 
because they purposefully challenge normative, liberal notions of history and relation. They also depart from the norms and 
expectations of humanities education at the same time that they rely upon the commitments of the university to foreground modes of 
“experiential learning” that promise students professional careers and that posit “community partnerships” as a way of reaffirming 
the special role of the university in “mobilizing knowledge.” It is my hope that this presentation can help to foster further discussion 
about whether and how we can utilize the new opportunities afforded by the emphasis on community engagement and professional 
training to enable Cultural Studies to better institute its various political commitments. 
 
Discussant: Handel Kashope Wright  
 

5:30PM to 8:00PM 
(Ballroom) 

Closing Reception 
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Names and Bios of Conference Presenters 
	  
Name Bio 
Ali A. Abdi Ali A. Abdi is Professor of social development education in the Department of Educational Studies at the University of British 

Columbia in Vancouver, Canada. 
Eden Abera Eden Abera is an 18 year old girl with a 30 year old mind. She is wise beyond her years. As a young black woman residing in 

Vancouver, B.C, she has faced a number of racist incidences and a multitude of micro-aggressions. However, she has managed to 
rise above them all with the class and dignity only the resilient soul of a Black woman is familiar with. In addition to being a grade 
12 student, Eden Abera is a fearless advocate for human rights- including being apart of the 'Black Lives Matter' movement. She 
enjoys engaging in thorough and profound discussions regarding issues of race and gender, and has even lead such discussions 
within various classes in her high school. 

Youeal Abera Youeal Abera is in his final year at Simon Fraser University. He is majoring in English and minoring in Criminology, and is 
planning to enrol in an English Master’s program following graduation. Youeal proudly advocates for social justice and is apart of 
the 'Black Lives Matter' movement. Youeal is enthralled with his heritage and culture, and he wears these as a proud emblem. He 
loves to engage with Black history, and particularly enjoys discussing the significance of Black history and how it resonates with 
him and the young generation to which he belongs. Often, he partakes in the writing and performing of spoken words and poetry, 
and with these, he brings to light the passion and adoration he has for his culture.  

Marjan Abdolahi Marjan Abdolahi is a Master's student in the GRSJ institute and holds a Master's degree in English literature from Iran, Tehran. By 
focusing on cultural studies and postcolonial theorists, her research examines the conceptions of immigration, displacement and 
unbelonging through examining fictional characters’ experiences and lives. She is keen on representation of social justice through 
the lived experiences of the fictional characters and argues that the imbrication of literature and Educational studies brings to the 
fore an effective pedagogy in the social justice field. Marjan is a poet and a translator, published widely in the Iranian literary 
journals. She has worked as an English lecturer and instructor before coming to Canada. She is interested in community 
involvement and was engaged in children's education by teaching free English and French courses to the children with no or low 
incomes when she was in Tehran. 

Omer Aijazi Omer Aijazi is a PhD Candidate in Educational Studies. His interdisciplinary research examines social repair after natural disasters 
in Northern Pakistan and Kashmir. Omer’s research explores the social labor undertaken by disaster survivors to reconcile the 
betrayals implicit in their social and natural worlds with the protective guarantees they previously offered. He works with reflexive 
and aesthetically engaged research methods and the opportunities they provide for accessing lived and felt experiences. Omer has 
worked with the international humanitarian system and with various policy and research organizations on disaster recovery. 

Amirali Alavi PhD student, Elementary Education, Middle East Technical University, Turkey 
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Ashenafi Alemu Ashenafi Alemu is a PhD candidate in the Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia (UBC). He received a 
Master of Art’s degrees in English Language and Literature from the Department of Foreign Languages and Literature at Addis 
Ababa University. Ashenafi has served as an assistant professor at the University of Gondar, Ethiopia where beyond his teaching 
responsibilities, he served as Community Service Team Liaison Officer. He has been involved in a number of committees at the 
University of Gondar where he gained tremendous experience about higher education system and university-community 
partnerships. His research interests touch diverse issues including but not limited to higher education, literary and political 
discourse, and representation. His current study focuses on the experiences and narratives of academic-public intellectuals in the 
Global North, specifically in the United States of America. 

Nadiya Ali Nadiya Ali is a Muslim Southern Afro-Semitic researcher, writer and community worker. Nadiya is currently a PhD Candidate 
specializing in Political Sociology at York University. Currently, Nadiya’s doctorate focuses on exploring issues of identity, 
belonging, resistance and marginalization. 

Lisa Allen Lisa Allen is a Sessional Instructor in the Communications Department at the University of the Fraser Valley. She is also an EdD 
student at UBC.  

Danica Anderson Dr. Danica Borkovich Anderson’s interests remain consistent with exploring trauma’s impact as not a death sentence but an 
enrollment into intensive learning and growth. As Danica points out, the essence is summed up in the concise, collaborative social 
justice and self-sustainability found in healing our own local communities and ourselves. It’s about ennobling and empowering 
those who have suffered catastrophic violence and crisis. Working from a base as a forensic psychotherapist (Certified Clinical 
Criminal Justice Specialist #16713), a balance of her work has been abroad in Afghanistan, Africa, Bosnia, India and Sri Lanka as 
well as in the United States. She has conducted extraordinary in-depth work with Bosnian Muslim women war survivors and war 
crimes survivors. As a Serbian-American daughter of former Yugoslav immigrants whose mother survived concentration camps, 
Danica researches trauma and its impact identified by social studies that are significantly centered on the female, thus radiating out 
into both genders and the community at large. www.kolocollaboration.org 

Neda Asadi Neda Asadi recently defended her dissertation, From Recognition to Knowledge Creation: Education of Refugee Youth Learners 
in Alberta and British Columbia, in the Department of Policy Studies, Faculty of Education, at the University of Alberta. She 
recently founded and is a co-director of Alberta Association for migration studies. Her interest are in the topics of education, 
international politics, and health as they relate to marginalized populations and in particular those marginalized due to various 
forms of migration. 

Geidy Baldeon A member of AfroVibras Perú 
Winnie Bao Winnie Bao is a science student at UBC and one of the Mental Health Advocacy Directors for UBC’s Science Undergraduate 

Society. When not studying or volunteering, she can be found sharing her concerns about the issue of food insecurity, an issue 
faced by many university students. With a strong belief that sharing is the catalyst for understanding and solutions, Winnie is 
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involved in the Renfrew Collingwood food stories project to help weave and mend the tapestry that is food. Before coming to 
UBC, Winnie represented Vancouver Technical Secondary School in the National "Poetry in Voice" competition semi-finals. 

Crecien Bencio Crecien Bencio (he,his,him) is the project coordinator and co-editor of the collection "Renfrew-Collingwood Food Stories ♥." He 
identifies as a Filipino, queer, youth community developer who experiences privilege in many different ways. His work in food, 
arts, and culture is driven in the neighbourhood of Renfrew-Collingwood in Vancouver, where he lives today. He is interested in 
the power of story - and how these stories represent the complexity and resiliency of his own wonderful neighbourhood. 

Taq Bhandal I am a PhD Student at the Social Justice Institute at the University of British Columbia. My parents immigrated to Metro 
Vancouver in 1984 from Punjab, India and so I was born, live, and work on the unceded, ancestral lands of the Coast Salish 
peoples and continue to support Indigenous movements of self-determination. In official academic terms, I am interested in doing 
research and writing on the complex relations between political economies, global meta-narratives, decolonial and intersectional 
feminist perspectives, and our physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual health. Outside of my PhD, I am chair of the Board of 
Directors at the Vancouver Women’s Health Collective which is a small, non-profit health resource centre and community health 
clinic on Hastings Street. I am also a member of the RAGA Centre Collective and Student Networks at UBC. Overall I aim to live 
a career/life-style that balances research, teaching, creative writing, organizational skills, cooking (and eating of course!), 
sustainability, and community involvement. 

Gerardo Blanco‐Ramírez Dr. Gerardo Blanco-Ramírez is an Assistant Professor of Higher Education in the Department of Leadership in Education at the 
University of Massachusetts Boston. Originally from Mexico, Gerardo earned his bachelor’s degree at the Universidad de las 
Américas Puebla, where he subsequently assisted in the international accreditation process and in the development of the 
university quality enhancement plan. He earned an MEd in higher education at the University of Maine, and has worked as a 
practitioner in student affairs and residence life. His EdD is in educational policy and leadership, with a concentration in higher 
education administration, from the University of Massachusetts Amherst. There, he served as a research assistant in the College of 
Education’s Office of Research and Engagement. Gerardo has also served as a consultant for the Salvadoran Foundation for 
Economic and Social Development 

Maya Tracy Borhani Maya Tracy Borhani is an independent academic, educator, and freelance writer living in the Sierra Nevada Mountains of 
Northern California. She received her M.A. in Language and Literacy Education from UBC, Vancouver, in 2013, with an 
emphasis in Poetic Inquiry. Having had the extreme good fortune and blessing to live in two remote communities committed to a 
living eco-mythos of communal life, these experiences have woven themselves into the very fabric of Maya’s life, artistry, and 
research interests. Maya loves considering the world as an a/r/tographer, exploring the interstices of her poetic, dance, and theatre 
practices with her work as a researcher and teacher. When not writing, studying, singing, or protesting social injustice anywhere, 
Maya can most often be found gardening with medicinal herbs and flowers, or exploring California, Oregon, Washington, and 
British Columbia’s remaining wild places: off the trail, and on her own path into a greater living inquiry. 
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Catherine Broom Catherine Broom is an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Education at UBC Okanagan, Canada. Her work focuses on the areas 
of local and global citizenship, history of education, and social studies education. She is the journal editor of Citizenship Education 
Research Journal (CERJ). 

Mary K. Bryson Mary K. Bryson (http://ubc.academia.edu/MaryKBryson) is Senior Associate Dean, Administration, Faculty Affairs & Innovation, 
and Professor, Department of Language and Literacy Education in the Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia. 
Dr. Bryson’s program of research is designed to contribute foundational scholarship concerning access to knowledge, gender and 
sexual marginality and resilience, and in so doing, to make significant contributions to a growing archive that documents the 
social, cultural and educational significance of networked media technologies and publics. A hallmark of the trajectory of their 
funded research projects is to contribute evidence concerning sexuality and gender, and the role of networked social media and 
information literacies that shape access to knowledge and its mobilization. At present, the Cancer’s Margins project 
(http://www.lgbtcancer.ca) that they direct, which is Canada’s first CIHR-funded and national investigation of sexual and gender 
marginality and access to cancer knowledge, answers the growing need in public health generally, and breast and gynecologic 
cancer care specifically, for evidence that will assist healthcare providers in the design of culturally competent care. Cancer’s 
Margins is an innovative arts- and community-based research project that is designed to advance our understanding of how: (i) 
sexuality and gender and (ii) knowledge media, shape breast and gynecologic cancer health knowledge access, and its mobilization 
in health and treatment decision-making. Cancer health and care professionals, and community-health organizations in Canada 
(and elsewhere) would benefit from a better understanding of how groups that are historically marginalized in health care settings 
and discourses negotiate an invariably complex choreography of health and care knowledge networks and decision-making. 

Durell M. Callier Durell M. Callier is an assistant professor of cultural and critical youth studies in the Department of Educational Leadership at 
Miami University. Committed to using feminist, performance based and queer methodologies, his research investigates Black 
queer masculinity, lived experiences of Black youth, and the intersections of race, sexuality, gender, and class. 

Kevan Anthony Cameron Kevan Anthony Cameron, a.k.a. Scruffmouth, is a Canadian-Jamaican spoken word artist, performer, poet and scribe with the 
ability to disseminate ancient indigenous knowledge in contemporary forms of performative expression. He moved to BC from AB 
as a student-athlete at SFU where he played four years with the Men’s Soccer program. After international, intercollegiate and 
professional playing experiences Cameron coaches with Global Playground Soccer, directs festivals/events as founder of Black 
Dot Roots and Culture Collective, and performs for stage, film and television as SCRUFFMOUTH. A full member of the 
Association for Canadian Television and Radio Actors and the Union of BC Performers, this creative facilitator of dub poetry and 
writing workshops is an alumni of the Fulbright US/Canada Exchange program and alumni of Vancouver Whitecaps F.C. Kevan 
holds a degree of Bachelor of General Studies as well as a Certificate in Liberal Arts from Simon Fraser University; he also 
participated in the Ghana Field School. In 2013, He co-edited the landmark national anthology, The Great Black North: 
Contemporary African Canadian Poetry (blackcanadianpoetry.com). 
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Kristi Carey Kristi Carey is a second year Master's student in The Social Justice Institute at the University of British Columbia. She holds a 
B.A. from Colgate University in Educational Studies and Peace and Conflict Studies. Her MA research thinks through the U.S. 
university as a corporate and imperial space, the political subjectivity of the student and contemporary student activism as a lens to 
ask larger questions of what it means to search for love and hope in institutions that so often prove their seeming impossibility. 

David Chariandy David Chariandy is a fiction writer and critic who teaches in the department of English at Simon Fraser University, British 
Columbia, Canada.  His first novel, entitled Soucouyant (Arsenal Pulp Press, 2007), was nominated for several literary prizes and 
awards, including the Governor General’s Award, the Scotiabank Giller Prize, the International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award, 
the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best First Book of Canada and the Caribbean, and the Prix Carbet de la Caraïbe.  His 
second novel, entitled Brother (M&S/Penguin Random House, 2017), will be published this fall.  Chariandy’s criticism has been 
published in Callaloo, Topia, The Journal of West Indian Literatures, The Global South, and Postcolonial Text, as well as in The 
Oxford Handbook of Canadian Literature and The Routledge Guide to Anglophone Caribbean Literature.  He is the co-editor 
with Phanuel Antwi of the forthcoming special issue of Transition Magazine highlighting Black Canadian literature.  His fiction 
with an accompanying interview is featured in Callaloo 30.3 (2007) and Transition 113 (2014). 

Jane Younga Choi Jane Choi is an education researcher who earned her doctoral degree from the University of California, Santa Barbara. Through an 
asset-based, ethnographic approach, she studies the language and literacy practices of young children from new immigrant 
families. The goal of her work is to counter deficit perspectives of historically marginalized students to advance equity in 
education. Her current project is an exploration of how Latin@ students use language in peer interactions and argument writing. 

Roland Sintos Coloma Roland Sintos Coloma is professor of Cultural Studies in Education and chair of the Department of Teacher Education at Northern 
Kentucky University, USA. He has published three groundbreaking books on Postcolonial Challenges in Education (Peter Lang, 
2009), Disturbing Invisibility: Filipinos in Canada (University of Toronto Press, 2012), and Asian Canadian Studies Reader 
(University of Toronto Press, 2017). He is currently completing a book manuscript entitled Imperial Fix: Writing Filipinos into 
Educational History. His more than 30 journal articles and book chapters address critical questions of race, gender, sexuality, and 
education from historical and transnational perspectives. He currently serves as editor of the Educational Studies journal and vice 
president of the American Educational Studies Association. 

Wayde Compton Wayde Compton is the author of books of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry, and the editor of two anthologies. Three of his books – 
The Outer Harbour (Arsenal Pulp, 2014), After Canaan: Essays on Race, Writing, and Region (Arsenal Pulp, 2010), and The 
Revolving City: 51 Poems and the Stories Behind Them (Anvil-SFU Public Square, 2015) – were finalists for the City of 
Vancouver Book Award, and the former won in 2015. His book 49th Parallel Psalm (Arsenal Pulp, 1999) was a finalist for the 
Dorothy Livesay Prize. Compton is the associate director of Creative Writing in Continuing Studies at Simon Fraser University, 
where he administrates the Writer’s Studio. 

Meghan Corella Meghan Corella is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Language and Literacy Education at UBC. Her research focuses on 
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how relations of power are reinforced and reconfigured through everyday interactions among children, with a particular focus on 
young children from linguistically, racially, and culturally minoritized groups. 

Ana Cruz Ana Cruz is Full Professor of Education at St. Louis Community College. Her research interests include critical pedagogy, social 
justice education, cultural studies, multicultural/international education, and Music & Deafness. Ana is the recipient of awards for 
Teaching Excellence and Student Mentorship. She was the Founding Chair of the AERA Paulo Freire SIG and is on the Editorial 
Board of the International Journal of Critical Pedagogy (IJCP) and The SoJo Journal: Educational Foundations and Social Justice 
Education. She edited the Special Issue ‘Paulo & Nita: Sharing Life, Love and Intellect’ of the IJCP (2013) and is author of journal 
articles and book chapters, including ‘Paulo Freire’s Concept of Conscientização’ (in Paulo Freire’s Intellectual Roots: Toward 
Historicity in Praxis, 2013) and of 'From Practice to Theory & from Theory to Praxis: A Journey with Paulo Freire' (in Leaders in 
Critical Pedagogy, 2015). She regularly represents her work at national and international conferences. 

Dan Cui Dan Cui is a SSHRC postdoctoral fellow jointly affiliated with the University of California, Berkeley and the University of British 
Columbia. Her research interests include migrant youth, international students, race and ethnicity, sociology of education, cultural 
studies, and social justice and equity in education. Her representative works have been published in the British Journal of 
Sociology of Education, Canadian Ethnic Studies, Journal of International Migration and Integration, and Journal of Youth 
Studies. 

Lauren Cullen Lauren Cullen is a PhD student with the joint program in Communication and Culture at Ryerson and York University. Her work 
involves designing and constructing hooked rugs that engage with her research on gendered craft and radical pedagogies. She has 
presented her research projects at the Savannah College of Art and Design Biennial Symposium and University Art Association, 
the Carleton University Art Gallery, Xpace Cultural Arts Center and the Kitchener Waterloo Art Gallery. 

Amalia Dache‐Gerbino Assistant Professor, Educational Leadership and Policy Analysis Department, University of Missouri, USA 
Henry Daniel Henry Daniel is Professor of Dance and Performance Studies in the School for the Contemporary Arts at Simon Fraser University. 

Dr. Daniel is a scholar, performer, choreographer, and Artistic Director of Full Performing Bodies. His research concentrates on 
strengthening notions of Practice-as-Research, or Research/Creation in Canada. He began his career as an actor in James Lee 
Wah’s San Fernando Drama Guild and continued with Derek Walcott’s Trinidad Theatre Workshop. He was also a founding 
member of Astor Johnson’s Repertory Dance Theatre of Trinidad and Tobago. In the USA he was a member of the Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Centre Workshop, Pearl Primus African American Dance Company, Frank Ashley Dance Company, 
Asakawalker Dance Company, the Bernhard Ballet, and soloist with the José Limón Dance Company of New York. In Germany 
he founded and directed Henry Daniel and Dancers while a member of TanzProjekt München, Tanztheater Freiburg, and Assistant 
Director, Choreographer, and Dancer for Tanztheater Münster. 

Boulou Ebanda de B'béri B. Ebanda de B’béri is the Founding-Director of the Audiovisual Media Lab for the study of Cultures and Societies 
(www.lamacs.uottawa.ca) and Professor in the Department of Communication at the University of Ottawa. Some of his 



	   68 

publications include: Global Perspectives on the Politics of Multiculturalism in the 21st Century (with F. Mansouri), Routledge, 
2014; The Promised Land Project: History and Historiography of the Black Experiences in Chatham-Kent and Beyond (with N. 
Reid-Maroney & H. K. Wright), University of Toronto Press, 2014; The Afropessimism Phenomenon (with & E. Louw, 
CRITICAL ARTS. Vol. 25(3) Routledge/UNISA, 2011; and Les "Cultural Studies" dans les mondes francophones. University of 
Ottawa Press, 2010. He was the Principal Investigator of the Promised Land Project, a million-dollar research, funded by the 
SSHRC, focusing on the impact of black pioneers in Canada’s nation building. He is currently working on another SSHRC funded 
project, which studies the trajectories of 19th century "Black Press" intellectual migration within Canada and beyond. 

Rachael Debnam-O'Dea Rachael Debnam-O’Dea is a doctoral student in Teacher Education and Learning Sciences at North Carolina State University.  
She received her BA in English and her MAT in secondary English education from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill.  She has worked in education in the United States, South Africa, and Norway.  Prior to pursuing her PhD, she taught high 
school English language arts and college composition, conducted research in adult second language acquisition, and worked in 
educational equity program development.  Her current research interests include critical pedagogy, school text selection, and 
teacher education. 

Olufemi Decker Olufemi Decker is a Principal Lecturer in Banking and Finance at the University of Greenwich in London, England. Her research 
interests are in the areas of credit unions, financial exclusion, corporate social responsibility and competition in banking She has 
worked extensively with credit unions in Britain and is currently leading a Knowledge Transfer Partnership project with the largest 
community based credit union in London. Her teaching specialisms are in Banking Systems, Retail Banking, Financial Regulation 
and Corporate Governance. Dr Decker has also lectured at London Metropolitan University and was a Visiting Lecturer at Ecole 
Superieure de Commerce et Management in Poitiers, France. Dr Decker holds a BSc (Econ) with honours in Accounting, a MBA 
in International Banking and Finance and a PhD in Financial Economics. She is also a Member of the Association of Business 
Executives. 

Berhanu Demeke Berhanu Demeke received a Masters Degree from University of Albert in Political Science and is currently pursuing Ph.D. in 
Theoretical, Cultural and International Studies at the Department of Educational Policy Studies at the same university. His 
research interests include citizenship education, informal learning and political socialization. His academic interests draw on his 
work experience with immigrants, refugees and African diaspora in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Shiv Desai Shiv Desai is an Assistant Professor at the University of New Mexico in the Department of Teacher Education, Education 
Leadership and Policy. 

Lucy El‐Sherif Lucy El-Sherif is an immigrant to Turtle Island, an Arab and Muslim PhD student at (OISE) at the University of Toronto. She is 
currently researching how Muslims in North America learn and challenge understandings of their citizenship and belonging 
through relationship to nation/ relationship to land. 

Heba Elsherief Heba Elsherief is a PhD candidate at the University of Toronto and a recipient of the Joseph-Armand Bombardier SSHRC 
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Doctoral Scholarship. Her research considers social theoretical underpinnings and diverse representations in Young Adult 
literature and how this may impact critical literacy and citizenship studies. Previously, she taught high school English; currently, 
she teaches college-level literature classes. 

Emily Emily is a transplant to the West Coast from a tiny town in Connecticut. She is a Cancer sun/Libra rising, rarely meets a dog or a 
child that she doesn’t love, and fiercely loves her mom and dad, her queer family, her dog Grrl. Emily is currently interested in 
themes surrounding radical domesticity and cultures of care. 

Karen Espiritu Karen Espiritu completed her doctoral studies in the Department of English and Cultural Studies at McMaster University. Her 
dissertation, “Committed to Memory: Remembering ‘9/11’ as a Crisis of Education,” explored the pedagogical potential that 
modes of remembering the September 11, 2001 attacks offer as means of cultivating commemorative sociality. She is currently a 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) Postdoctoral Fellow in the Faculty of Education at York 
University, where she is undertaking research on historical trauma, remembrance pedagogy, and the contested legacies of the 1959 
Cuban Revolution. 

Nicolette Filson Nicolette Filson is a doctoral student in Teacher Education and Learning Sciences at North Carolina State University. She received 
her BA in secondary English education and her MA in Linguistics at North Carolina State University as well. She has worked in 
education in the United States, Chile, and Costa Rica as a teacher, volunteer, and program coordinator. Her research interests are 
in critical language pedagogy and awareness, the treatment of dialect diversity in K-12 settings, and the impact of linguistic 
subordination in education. 

Denise Fong Denise Fong is a PhD student in Interdisciplinary Studies specializing in history and educational studies. She was the first program 
manager for UBC's Asian Canadian and Asian Migration Studies. Denise is a certified project manager and has managed several 
historical research and multimedia projects, including “Chinese Canadian Stories – Uncommon Histories to a Common Past” (a 
UBC/SFU Library project), “Hong Kong Canada Crosscurrents”, and “Where are We in the World — Enhancing UBC as a Place 
for Transformative International Community-Building”. Prior to joining UBC, she was a research coordinator for the 
award-winning Simon Fraser University public education project “From C to C – Chinese Canadian Stories of Migration”, funded 
by Citizenship and Immigration Canada. 

Kaitlyn Fung Kaitlyn Fung is the project coordinator and editor of "Still Creek Stories" (2017), a collection of community stories, art, and 
history relating to Still Creek, Renfrew Ravine, and the Renfrew-Collingwood neighbourhood. She is the second generation 
daughter of a diasporic Hong Kong family, and a UBC student majoring in Sociology with minors in Gender, Race, Sexuality, and 
Social Justice and in Asian Canadian and Asian Migration studies. She spends most of her time trying to find ways of combining 
these interests with her love of community engagement, storytelling, and food. 

Fernanda Friedrich Fernanda Friedrich is an award-winning Brazilian director and writer. She has been working with films and television series for 
10+ years. Friedrich has a BA in Journalism, an MA in English Literature and Cinema and she is a Ph.D. Candidate, all at UFSC - 
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Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina (ranked #12 at the Times Higher Education Ranking 2015 - Universities in Latin 
America). Friedrich has worked as an adjunct professor in three universities in Brazil, including UFSC where she taught 
screenplay writing, documentary filmmaking and television series for undergrad students. Friedrich is currently a Visitor at the 
University of British Columbia in the Social Justice department where she is concluding her study about sitcoms in Brazil and 
North America, analyzing the portrayal of female protagonists. 

Erfane Ghasempour PhD. Candidate for curriculum development, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran 
Erfane Ghasempour Khoshroodi was born in 1989. She is studying a Ph.D. in curriculum development at the Faculty of 
Psychology and Education, University of Tehran, Iran start in 2014. She is working on a PhD thesis with the subject, "Design and 
Validation The Curriculum Framework of Teacher Education Based on Situated Cognition Theory". She is also member of 
Research, Technology and Infrastructure of Cognitive Science and Technologies Council of Iran. 

Yoriko Gillard Yoriko Gillard is an artist, poet, language educator and educational researcher. She is a Ph.D. student in Language and Literacy 
Education at UBC and teaching Japanese at Capilano University, BC. Yoriko uses her creativity to communicate with society to 
think about life together. She has been researching how creative communication helps people understand each other reciprocally 
during periods of hardships. Her current research initiatives include a HEARTH Project: hear/heart/art/earth and KIZUNA (Bond) 
activities. Her interests in humanity have led to actively organizing fundraising events to support victims of tragic events that took 
place in Japan March 11, 2011 (Great East Japan Earthquake). Yoriko’s socio-cultural activities extend to international 
communities that have been connecting people of different cultures. 

Khayalethu 'Khaya' 
Sebastian Hamana 

I am a South African, a comparative education researcher, a Masaryk University visiting lecturer in Educational Change and 
Management and a PhD Candidate on: “A Critical Investigation of Changing Teacher Roles in a Context of Reforms. A Case of 
South Africa, Czech Republic and Finland”, covering a period from 1938 to 2016. My interest in Comparative Education was 
shaped during my B. Ed Degree at the University of the Western Cape (UWC) in South Africa. My B. Ed degree focused on 
Comparative, Developmental and International Education. The B. Ed Degree is a post-graduate, post-diploma, post-experience 
qualification, roughly the equivalent of the standard USA Master’s Degree in terms of the quality of work done (van den Berg, 
Owen and Meerkotter, Dirk (1996)). In 1997 I joined the Southern African Comparative and History of Education Society 
(SACHES) which was formed by people like Professor Harold Herman (my lecturer in the B. Ed Programme). In 1998, whilst 
pursuing an M. Ed Degree (specialising in action research) at UWC I read a paper at the 10th World Congress of the World 
Council of Comparative Education Societies (WCCES) hosted by SACHES at the University of Cape (UCT). Comparative 
education is currently taught at universities in the Czech Republic, but it is not a degree specialisation. The histories of the Czech 
Pedagogical Society, SACHES and the Finnish Educational Research Association (FERA) have shown that professional and 
scholarly associations may be important windows on the societies in which they are located. Today, both SACHES and the Czech 
Pedagogical Society fall under one umbrella of WCCES. 
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Evelyn Hamdon Evelyn Hamdon is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Educational Policy Studies at the University of Alberta researching 
representations of Arab and Muslim women in Hollywood films. She has worked for over 14 years as a equity and inclusion 
educational and strategic consultant, including in post secondary contexts. Hamdon is the author of Islamophobia and the question 
of Muslim identity (2010 Fernwood Books). 

Sandrine Han Sandrine is an assistant professor at the University of British Columbia. Her research interests are in the fields of art education, 
technology, semiotics, visual culture, cognitive psychology, visual communication, and visual literacy. Her current research 
focuses on the integration of art education and educational technology specifically in virtual worlds, visual culture of the virtual 
worlds, and applying virtual world to art education. She also looks at the ways in which media have influenced cultures, how 
people learn from the 3D gaming world, and how educators can use the 3D gaming world as an educational tool for both academic 
and vocational education. http://www.inaea.org/ | http://blogs.ubc.ca/educationalvirtualworld/ 

Susan Harewood Dr. Susan Harewood is the current Director of the MA in Cultural Studies program at the University of Washington Bothell. She is 
an Associate Professor in the School of Interdisciplinary Arts and Sciences and teaches within cultural studies, media and 
communication studies, and global studies. Her research focuses on music and critical media practices in the Caribbean and its 
diasporas. Her current research examines the formation of regional media institutions in the period leading up to and immediately 
following constitutional independence in the English speaking 
Caribbean.https://www.uwb.edu/ias/faculty-and-staff/susan-harewood 

Annette Henry Annette Henry holds the David Lam Chair in Multicultural Education at the University of British Columbia. She is a Professor in 
the Department of Language and Literacy Education and cross-appointed to the Social Justice Institute. Her scholarship examines 
race, class, language, gender and culture in socio-cultural contexts of teaching and learning in the lives of Black students and 
Black women teachers’ practice in Canada, the U.S. and the Caribbean. She has written extensively about diverse feminisms and 
conceptual and methodological research issues especially in culture-specific contexts. Current research includes a digital oral 
history project of contemporary Black Canadians in Vancouver and a school ethnography in Jamaica. Recent publications include 
an essay in Teachers College Record (2017). Henry has published several pieces on Stuart Hall, most recently an interview with 
Avtar Brah and Leslie Roman (2015/2016), and a biographical study of Stuart Hall’s early years in Jamaica and the U.K. 
(2015/2016). 

Samantha Hogg Samantha Hogg is a PhD student in the York-Ryerson Joint Graduate Program in Communication & Culture. She holds an MA. in 
Legal Studies from Carleton University and an M.Sc from Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam in International Crimes and Criminology. 
Her work traffics in cultural studies; visual studies; feminist theory and critical pedagogies; and theories of globalization and the 
politics of the environment. Currently, her research focuses on the politics of resource development and allocation at both 
government and community levels, as well as building alternative visions of environmental justice, action and activism through art 
and practice. 
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Nataleah Hunter‐Young Nataleah Hunter-Young is a youth worker, multi-disciplinary artist, and PhD student in Communication and Culture at Ryerson 
and York Universities. Her research and creative interests include youth, civic engagement (broadly defined), Black visualities and 
visual culture, representations of Blackness, and documentary media. She holds a Master's of Social Work from Ryerson, and 
Bachelor's degrees in Social Work and Sociology from McMaster University. Nataleah was born and raised in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. 

Miranda Huron Miranda Huron holds a BA in Linguistic Anthropology and a MEd from the University of British Columbia (UBC). She has 
extensive experience in teaching, training, and curriculum development. She has facilitated workshops on cross-cultural 
understanding, building empathy and self-advocacy in schools and at conferences nationally and internationally. Miranda also has 
a background in First Nations language curriculum design. She led the creation of an interactive First Nations language instruction 
website for UBC’s First Nation Language Program. Miranda has worked in advocacy for rights of Indigenous Peoples in Canada, 
Russia, and Malaysia. She is currently working on her PhD in Indigenous education policy. In her spare time, Miranda likes to ride 
her bike across continents. Miranda is of Anishnaabe, Sami, Irish, French, and German decent, and has been a guest on 
Coast-Salish territory for almost two decades. 

Masayuki Iwase Masayuki Iwase is a PhD candidate in the Department of Educational Studies (EDST) at UBC. His doctoral research explores the 
performativity of race and relational intra-actions emerging from the digital video production he as a researcher-videographer 
carried out in collaboration with newly arrived Asian immigrant youth of a JSL centre in Japan. 

David Jefferess David Jefferess lives in the traditional and unceded territory of the syilx people. He is a non-Indigenous scholar who teaches in the 
areas of decolonization and global inter-relationships. His current research focuses on humanitarian discourses and the particular 
ways in which they imagine social relations of power. He is a co-founder of the Cultural Studies program at UBC Okanagan. 

Alice Aeju Jeon Alice Jeon is an MA candidate in the Department of Educational Studies at the University of British Columbia, and her research 
interest is in cultural citizenship education in the context of South Korea. She is currently working in South Korea as a study 
abroad program coordinator for incoming exchange students in a university while conducting research for her MA thesis. 

Justin P. Jiménez Justin P. Jiménez is a doctoral candidate in the Comparative and International Development Education Program at the University 
of Minnesota. His dissertation research concerns critical affect studies to delineate and instantiate a strategic ethic of care and 
responsibility with social difference. Justin supports the Teacher Education Redesign Initiative at the University as a graduate 
instructor for foundational courses and as a research assistant for the Minnesota Educator Dispositions System™. He is co-editor 
of Queer Affective Literacy: Fostering Critical Emotional Sensibilities in the Classroom (Information Age, 2017). 

Tania Kajner  Dr. Tania Kajner is the Program Director, Master of Public Policy and Administration at Adler University, Vancouver. Her 
research program critically examines community engagement and higher education in Canada, exploring the intersections of 
scholarship, community action, and difference. She is a Killam scholar with a doctorate in Educational Policy Studies from the 
University of Alberta. Her own engagement in social action is centered on gender equity and social justice, particularly in the areas 
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of violence, poverty, and leadership. 
Philip Karangu Philip Kimani Karangu is a Kenyan international graduate student in curriculum studies at The University of British Columbia. 

Philip holds a B. Ed. from Kenyatta University and before moving abroad to study, he was the head teacher of a charity-run 
primary school. Since the start of his degree at UBC, Philip has been working closely with Drs. Cynthia Nichol, Karen Meyer and 
Samson Nashon as a research assistant for a project titled, “Learning, Living and Teaching in Dadaab,” (LLTD) and for his 
master’s thesis, he recently traveled to the Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya to conduct his own research on hidden curricula in 
schools. Throughout his masters, Philip has also presented in several international education conferences in Canada and the United 
States and is excited to continue his research in curriculum studies in the PhD program at UBC starting in September 2017. 

Carrie Karsgaard Carrie Karsgaard is an International Student Advisor at UBC’s Okanagan campus, where she directs intercultural education for 
students and staff, including the Intercultural Development Program (IDP) and The Global Spectrum community student blog 
(theglobalspectrum.org). She is also a PhD student within the Department of Educational Policy Studies at the University of 
Alberta, where her research broadly explores the ethical implications of the internationalization of higher education, as expressed 
through both policy and programming. 

Jennifer Kelly Jennifer R. Kelly has been the Visiting Jean Augustine Chair in Education in the New Urban Environment York University 
(2015-2016) and Visiting Professor CCIE. She is currently a professor in Educational Policy Studies, University of Alberta. Her 
areas of research are race, racialization, youth culture, politics of education, historical formation of communities. She is the author 
of two books: Under the Gaze and Borrowed Identities and several journal articles, book chapters and conference papers. Her most 
recent research grants have supported her ongoing project on the social historical formation of African Canadian communities in 
Alberta (1900-1970) as well as the research and co-production of the play West Indian Diary. Jennifer has been active in a number 
of African Canadian community groups (Council of Canadians of African and Caribbean Heritage; Caribbean Women’s Network; 
Living History Group). As well, she has been a long-term member of Alberta Labour History Institute an oral history group and is 
currently working on a manuscript tentatively titled, African Canadian Communities in Alberta 1900-1970. 

Erfane Ghasempour 
Khoshroodi 
 

PhD. Candidate for curriculum development, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Erfane Ghasempour Khoshroodi was born in 
1989. She is studying a Ph.D. in curriculum development at the Faculty of Psychology and Education, University of Tehran, Iran 
start in 2014. She is working on a PhD thesis with the subject, "Design and Validation The Curriculum Framework of Teacher 
Education Based on Situated Cognition Theory". She is also member of Research, Technology and Infrastructure of Cognitive 
Science and Technologies Council of Iran. 

Daniel Kissinger Daniel is a Pacific Northwest native, torn away to the East Coast for their undergrad degree from Colby College. An avid horror 
film geek, their current research focuses on the representational intersections of race, queer sexualities, haunting, and memory in 
storytelling. 

Serena Koissaba PhD student, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Illinois, USA 
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Jules Koostachin Cree from Attawapiskat First Nation, she was born in Moose Factory in northern Ontario where she was raised by her Cree 
grandparents, and her mother. She is a second year PhD student with the Institute of Gender, Race, Sexuality and Social Justice at 
UBC. Jules also completed graduate school at Ryerson University in Documentary Media where she was awarded an Award of 
Distinction and an Academic Gold Medal for her thesis film Remembering Inninimowin. Her endeavors focus on environmental 
and Indigenous issues. Jules’ company VisJuelles Productions Inc. recently co-produced a television series entitled AskiBOYZ 
airing on Aboriginal Peoples Television Network. 

Ron Krabill Dr. Ron Krabill is an Associate Professor in the School of Interdisciplinary Arts & Sciences, where he is also the former director 
of the MA in Cultural Studies program and the former Associate Dean for Graduate Education. His research examines discourses 
of global citizenship in higher education, the relationships between politics and media with a particular focus on South Africa, and 
critical, community-based pedagogies in media production. He teaches across cultural studies, media studies, African studies, and 
human rights, and has led study abroad programs to South Africa, Spain, and Tanzania. He is the author of Starring Mandela and 
Cosby: Media and the End(s) of Apartheid (Chicago, 2010), is a co-principle investigator in a major two-year grant developing 
Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) projects and pedagogies across the three campuses of the University of 
Washington, and is a past recipient of the University of Washington Distinguished Teaching Award. 

Zoe Lam Zoe Lam is a PhD Candidate from the Department of Linguistics in UBC. Her dissertation focuses on heritage Cantonese speakers 
in Canada, and in particular, how tones are perceived by this linguistically unique population. Zoe is also an active member of the 
Vancouver Chinatown community. She was invited to speak at community events on topics related to multilingualism and heritage 
language maintenance. Currently she is the instructor of a Cantonese Saturday School in Chinatown, which emphasizes first-hand 
experience of Cantonese culture and spontaneous conversations with native speakers in the neighbourhood. 

Skye Larlee Skye Larlee is a part-time student in the UBC Okanagan Master of Education program, and is the Go Global Advisor at UBC 
Okanagan. Her experiences of living overseas and throughout Canada have influenced her interest in Third Culture Kids. 

Patti Lather Since retiring in July, 2014, Dr. Patti Lather is Professor Emerita in Educational Studies at Ohio State University with courtesy 
professor appointments in the Departments of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies and Comparative Studies at Ohio State. 
Beginning in 1988, Dr. Lather taught qualitative research, feminist methodology and gender and education at Ohio State 
University. Her articles on feminist methodology, qualitative research and gender and education are published in leading 
disciplinary and interdisciplinary journals. She has authored five books: Getting Smart: Feminist Research and Pedagogy With/in 
the Postmodern (1991 Critics Choice Award), Troubling the Angels: Women Living with HIV/AIDS, co-authored with Chris 
Smithies (1998 CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title), Getting Lost: Feminist Efforts Toward a Double(d) Science (2008 Critics 
Choice Award), Engaging (Social) Science: Policy from the Side of the Messy (2011 Critics Choice Award), and (Post)Critical 
Methodologies: The Science Possible After the Critiques: The Selected Work of Patti Lather, Routledge, 2017. Her current 
research is focused around cultural studies of numeracy and the uses of Walter Benjamin in a materialist cultural analysis of sports 
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and U.S. schooling. Dr. Lather has lectured widely in international and national contexts and held a number of distinguished 
visiting lectureships. She has held visiting positions at the University of British Columbia, Goteborg University, York University, 
and the Danish Pedagogy Institute as well as a 1995 sabbatical appointment, Humanities Research Institute, University of 
California-Irvine, seminar on feminist research methodology. She was the recipient of a 1989 Fulbright to New Zealand and a 
1993 OSU Alumni Award for Distinguished Teaching. She is a 2009 inductee of the American Educational Research Association 
Fellows, a 2010 recipient of the AERA Division B Lifetime Achievement Award and a 2015 recipient of the International 
Congress of Qualitative Inquiry Lifetime Achievement Award. Dr. Lather received her BA in English from South Dakota State 
University (1970), her MA in American Studies from Purdue (1972), and her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction from Indiana 
University (1983). Prior to OSU, she taught for five years in women’s studies at Mankato State University. 

Frances Lee Frances Lee is a native Texan currently based in Seattle. Frances comes from the tech industry and is a trained UX Designer 
interested in crafting a methodology of human centered design that falls outside of corporate interests. Their research focuses on 
community intellectualism, activism as performance, and embodied ways of knowing. 

Ruthann Lee Ruthann Lee has Korean ancestry and currently resides on unceded syilx territory where she works as an Assistant Professor of 
Cultural Studies at the University of British Columbia Okanagan. Ruthann teaches about art and media activism and has published 
more broadly on Indigenous and diasporic relationships in the context of settler colonialism and late global capitalism. She is keen 
to build feminist, queer, trans, anti-racist, and Indigenous solidarity in Cultural Studies and beyond. 

Stephanie Lim Stephanie Lim is a Vancouver-based community developer and food justice organizer currently pursuing an MA in UBC’s 
Department of Educational Studies. She coordinated the Renfrew Collingwood Food Security Institute (2008-2015), and co-edited 
"Renfrew-Collingwood Food Stories ♥" with Crecien Bencio. She is a member of the Vancouver Food Policy Council and has 
worked with a range of government and non-government agencies in the arena of community food engagement. Her academic 
work builds on feminist postcolonial theories to foreground social difference as an organizing principle in the food system and in 
the alternative food movement. 

Nicolette Little Nicolette Little is a PhD student in York University’s Communication and Culture program. She teaches literary studies and 
communications at Sheridan College, in Ontario, Canada and works as a writer, editor and speechwriter. Nicolette was awarded a 
United Way (2014) award for her advocacy to end violence against women and girls. Her current research interests include the 
“advocacy art” of Leah Parsons (Rehtaeh Parsons’ mother), and ways Muslim-Canadian women voiced their concern about federal 
attempts to ban the head veil in Canadian citizenship ceremonies. Nicolette was awarded the Mitacs Globalink Research Award to 
examine the inclusion of marginalized voices in environmental journalism in India this past summer, and is currently conducting 
program assessment work with an (incredible!) youth-sector charity, Live Different, in Hamilton, ON. 

Caroline Chung-Hsuan 
Locher-Lo 

Caroline Chung-Hsuan Locher-Lo (羅仲萱) has earned a Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA) degree, majoring in Finance 
and Marketing from the Providence University in Taiwan, and has won the Research Excellent award from the Ministry of 
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Education of Taiwan, for her graduation thesis focusing on the usage and implications of Higher Education Libraries in the 
Taichung Area. After graduating, she was recruited to work for the department of Business Administration as a Teaching Assistant 
in Industry Management, Accounting Principles, and Algebra. She then went on a cultural exploration aboard for two consecutive 
years, after Taiwan abrogated the martial law, and settled in Switzerland as a public relations officer, before coming to North 
America to further her education. She earned her advanced degree in Business Administration (MBA) at Eastern Washington 
University in the United States, before landing in British Columbia and working in the field of business for years as a 
Due-diligence project manager for joint ventures between Canada and China. Over the last decade, the focus of her career has 
shifted towards public affairs, humanitarian work, and teaching. She has been teaching youth at Tzu Chi Humanistic Academy in 
British Columbia for years, while remaining involving with the Tzu Chi Foundation, the largest multinational NGO in Asia for 
international disaster relief and local community support. Being inspired by the work in the field, she pursued a second advanced 
degree in Education concentrating in Justice, Ethics, and Law at Simon Fraser University. She began her doctoral studies in the 
department of Educational Studies at the University of British Columbia two years ago, focusing on equality to incite progressive 
social change. 

Moberley Luger Moberley Luger received her Ph.D. (2011) from the English Department at the University of British Columbia, where she 
currently teaches. She is currently at work on a book manuscript, “Poetry after 9/11: Crisis, Memory, and the Public Life of 
Poetry,” as well as on a new project that examines conceptual poetry and documentary. She has published essays on literature and 
memory in English Studies in Canada, Memory Studies and Tulsa Studies in Women’s Literature (forthcoming). She also holds an 
M.A. in Creative Writing from Concordia University and is the author of a book of poems, Ragtime for Beginners (Killick, 2008). 
In 2011, Moberley was a recipient of the Faculty of Arts Killam Teaching Assistant Award. 

Gabriella Maestrini Gabriella Maestrini is a PhD student in the Department of Educational Studies at UBC interested in how stand-up comedy and 
graffiti express and expose political struggle in countries around the world. Primarily, her research focuses how humor is used to 
speak back to power, to play with stereotypes to question race and racism as well as to historicize racism and racial oppression 
within wider structures of colonialism. At the same time, she positions her research in the important area of the everyday, which 
provides a necessary concreteness and specificity alongside an awareness of the increasing globalization of everyday practices and 
how these practices affect people around the world. Lastly, she is working with an understanding of humor as form of comic 
worldview in which knowing, understanding and making sense of the world may occur through a comic lens. 

Maisha Manson Maisha is a writer and artist originally from San Diego, they completed a BA in Deaf Education at CSUNorthridge. Their research 
analyzes intersecting systems of oppression—regarding ability, race, class, gender and sexual identity through ghost stories. 

Michael Marker Michael Marker is an Associate Professor in the Department of Educational Studies at the University of British Columbia and the 
director of Ts"kel Indigenous Graduate Studies. He was Teacher Education Director at Northwest Indian College at the Lummi 
reservation in Washington State. His work, analyzing the history and politics of Indigenous education, has appeared in 
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Paedagogica Historica, History of Education, History of Education Review, International Journal of Qualitative Studies in 
Education, Canadian Journal of Native Education, Anthropology & Education Quarterly and The Harvard Educational Review. 
His present research brings to light ecological education and place based pedagogies in the Coast Salish region. His forthcoming 
works are focused on Indigenous historiographies, traditional ecological knowledge, and Indigenous research methodologies. 

Sonia Medel Sonia Medel is currently completing a PhD in Educational Studies. She is also a Latin American Studies Instructor on dance and 
music for socio-political change; and Community Partnerships Coordinator and Programmer for the Vancouver Latin American 
Film Festival (VLAFF). 

Amy Scott Metcalfe Dr. Amy Scott Metcalfe is an Associate Professor of Higher Education in the Department of Educational Studies at the University 
of British Columbia. Her research focus is research policy as seen at the levels of higher education institutions, higher education 
systems, and individual researchers. Her work explores the internationalization of higher education from a (post)critical, 
comparative perspective. She is currently developing a methodology for visual research in higher education, building upon visual 
studies, poststructuralism, and the visual arts. She has recently published in Higher Education, the International Journal of 
Qualitative Studies in Education, and the Review of Higher Education. 

Lateasaha Meyers Graduate student, Miami University, USA 
Petra Mikulan Petra Mikulan is PhD Candidate at the Faculty of Education at the Simon Fraser University waiting to defend her dissertation. She 

has published both in the field of philosophy of education and feminist theory, most recently Beyond a single world: Pedagogy and 
relating in difference (Philosophical Inquiry in Education). The primary focus of her research pertains to pedagogy, reading, sexual 
difference and impassive vitalism. 

Neila Miled Neila is a Ph.D. candidate in EDST, her research interests are in qualitative research methods, critical ethnography, social and 
cultural contexts of education, teacher education and transnational youth studies. She is focusing on the entanglements of 
multiculturalism, (im)migration, media and globalization and how they impact educational organizations, students’ identities, 
educational policy and practice. Neila is working on an ethnographic study that explores the impact of Canadian public school 
experiences on Muslim youth identities and on their sense of belonging within the “global war on terror”, radicalization, cultural 
globalization and multiculturalism. 

Rabia Mir I am currently pursuing my MA in Educational Studies at University of British Columbia (UBC). My research interest is on the 
evolution of madrasa education within Pakistan from pre-colonial times to current days. I am focusing on the experiences of 
women within madaris and especially those who have received K-12 or K-16 education within a secular system. Prior to coming to 
UBC, I worked within investment management in US, UK, Singapore and Pakistan for six years. I also worked in consulting for a 
year as well as education administration in Pakistan for another year. I completed my undergraduate education at Harvard 
University, USA majoring in Social Studies and Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations. At UBC I am a member of the 
Steering Committee on Sexual Assault and also work at the Global Reporting Center at the Journalism school. 
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Hawa Y. Mire Hawa Y. Mire is a diasporic Somali storyteller, writer, and strategist who focuses on themes of Blackness, Indigeniety, 
(dis)connection and (un)belonging. She is currently completing her Masters in Environmental Studies at York University where 
her research examines storytelling as a site of social-boundary making. 

Sabina Mirza Sabina Mirza is a PhD Candidate in the Faculty of Education at York University. Her doctoral research focuses on the educational 
experiences of homeless youth, and how the education system in Canada supports homeless youth, as it is not clear whether the 
education systems in Canada or the youth homelessness sector, such as shelters and drop-ins, have strategies, systems and 
structures in place to address the issues of student engagement and achievement for homeless youth. As a passionate educator, 
researcher and lifelong learner, Sabina feels this is an important and very new area of research that needs immediate attention. 

Fernando Bruno Torres 
Montoya 

Fernando Torres is a Human Rights lawyer from Peru. He was a member of the National Ombudsman and an assistant professor in 
the Law Department at Huánuco University. His interest in social conflicts led him to take professional development courses at the 
Inter-American Court of Justice in Costa Rica and at the Unión de Juristas in Cuba. He also worked at the Peruvian Parliament and 
the National Election Office.  He and his wife moved to Vancouver in 2009 and since then writes for the Latino Newspaper “Sin 
Fronteras”. In 2012 He was part of The Native Courtworker Office at The Provincial Court of Vancouver and two years later 
produced the short documentary “The Last Case”, which was presented in various festivals of Human Rights around the world. 
Mr. Torres is a musician of several Vancouver-based bands. He also makes workshops and presentations about The Afro-Peruvian 
culture in different institutions. 

Samson Nashon Dr. Samson Nashon is a science educator. His research focuses on ways of teaching and learning. His area of specialization 
focuses on students’ alternative understandings that have roots in cultural backgrounds and curricula, and are accommodative of 
students with varying degrees of abilities. His research is dominantly qualitative, borrowing primarily from contemporary theories 
of constructivism. His most recent research projects include the ongoing Metacognition and Reflective Inquiry (MRI), East 
African Students’ Ways of Knowing (EASWOK), The Status of Physics 12 in BC, The Nature of Analogies Kenyan Physics 
Teachers Use, and Students’ Access To Senior Science and Mathematics Courses in Rural BC. Previous studies include, The Role 
of Practical Work in Science, and The Kind of Science in Kenyan “Harambee Schools. 

Timothy Njoora Dr. Njoora, Timothy K., is currently the Dean, School of Visual and Performing Arts at Kenyatta University, Nairobi, Kenya. He 
is a Senior Lecturer and former Chairman, Department of Music and Dance whose combined tenure was more than eight years. He 
holds a Doctor of Musical Arts Degree (Music Education and Composition) from University of Oregon (Eugene) U.S.A, Master of 
Music Education (Mississippi College) and Bachelor of Arts (Music) Barrington College, Rhode Island. He has more than 25 
teaching experience at Kenyatta University, including adjunct Professor Positions in Oregon State University, University of 
Western Oregon and Northwest Christian College (U.S.A). He has supervised many doctoral and Masters candidates and served as 
external examiner for various institutions including University of Jyvaskyla (Finland), University of South Africa, Northwest 
University and University of Pretoria (South Africa). Beyond teaching responsibilities at the university he is also a composer of 
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several art music pieces whose main inspiration is drawn from folk songs and material from Kenya. 
Sofia Noori Sofia Noori is a PhD candidate at York University. She is in the department of Social and Political Thought. She is also an 

occasional teacher at the Toronto District School Board. 
Catalina Parra A member of AfroVibras Perú 
Ghasem Pashavi PhD student, Elementary Education, Middle East Technical University, Turkey 
AfroVibras Perú AfroVibras Perú presents Afro-Peruvian folklore and contemporary fusion, expressing the vast socio-political and cultural 

contributions of Afro-descendants. Moving to the pulse of cajón percussion rhythms, AfroVibras Perú unites dance movement and 
theatre to explore personal and collective struggles and learnings, working across and along lines of difference. Their repertoire 
includes diverse Afro-Peruvian dance genres, including Festejos, Landós, Zamacuecas and Valentina style. Based in Vancouver, 
the group was established in 2012 by Geidy Baldeon and Sonia Medel. Over the past recent years, the group has expanded to 
include the leadership of Andrea Stime-Vasquez, and key contributions by members Catalina Parra, Jasmine Marie Bean, and 
Sandra Suasnabar; new members Rocio Vasquez, Sindy Angel, and Claudia Lopez Arriagada; and former members Eva Crego, 
Carolina Camargo, Paola Adarve, Edward Alva, Vanessa Medina, Monica Alvarez, Miguelito Medel, Rosamelia Edwards, and 
Luis Carlos Moncayo. 

Thashika Pillay  Thashika Pillay is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Educational Policy Studies at the University of Alberta. Her 
scholarship focuses on issues related to educational policy, migration studies, critical and anticolonial feminisms, and interlocking 
systems analysis. In her doctoral research, Thashika uses critical, anticolonial and radical feminisms to examine political and 
community engagement among African-Canadian women. Her work engages issues of social justice, critical global citizenship and 
indigenous knowledge systems and aims to recentre marginalized onto-epistemological perspectives. 

Emily Pleasance Emily is a MA student at Ryerson University. Her thesis work focuses on Canadian national identity and its relations to northern 
landscape. 

Shane Point Shane Point, Ti Te-in is a proud member of the Point Family and equally proud member of the Coast Salish Nation. Ti Te-in has 
provided cross cultural work for the municipal, provincial & federal governments as well as many colleges & universities. As well 
Ti Te-in has facilitated workshops for the past forty years. Ti Te-in's main body of work has been in the counselling field where he 
has helped human beings age 6 to 93. Ti Te-in is a dynamic & engaging Teacher. His motto is, "Have Fun!” 

Charles Quist‐Adade Dr. Charles Quist-Adade is a faculty member and past immediate chair and former co-chair of the Sociology Department at 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University and He is the founder and convener of the Kwame Nkrumah International Conference series. His 
research and teaching interests are: Global Social justice, Racialization and Anti-racism, Social Theory, Pan-Africanist and Global 
South issues. He is the author and co-author of several books— In the Shadows of the Kremlin and the White House: Africa's 
Media, Social Justice in Local and Global Contexts, From Colonization to Globalization :The Political and Intellectual Legacy of 
Kwame Nkrumah (with Vincent Dodoo),An Introduction to Critical Sociology: From Modernity to Postmodernity (with Amir 
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Mirfakhraie),Africa's Many Divides and Africa's Future, Re-engaging the African Diasporas (with Wendy Royal) and From the 
Local to the Global: Theories and Key Issues in Global Justice —several chapters in books, and scores of scholarly and popular 
press articles and blog posts. 

Sundar‐Jovian 
Radheshwar 

Dr. S. Jovian Radheshwar is an independent scholar and former lecturer in Political Science and Global Studies at California State 
University - Channel Islands, and California Lutheran Universities. He is also one-third of the hip-hop collective, Endangered 
Species. His scholarship focuses on existential philosophies of freedom, black studies and black radicalism, international relations, 
global political economy, and hip-hop 

Zahida Rahemtulla Zahida Rahemtulla is a recent graduate of New York University, where she studied Middle Eastern Studies, Literature, and Arabic. 
She has worked and volunteered with several immigrant and refugee non-profits in the areas of housing, integration, and 
employment. Currently she serves as an Outreach Support Worker with Pacific Immigrant Resources Society. 

Ganiva Reyes  Ganiva Reyes is a Heanon WIlkins Post-Doctoral Fellow in the Department of Teacher Education at Miami University. Reyes is 
the lead educator on an Interdisciplinary Teaching and Curriculum Grant provided by the college of Education, Health and Society 
to redesign core curriculum around issues of race, gender, class, ability, sexuality, language, and religion. The mission of the grant 
is to help both EHS professors, and their preservice teaching students, address the needs of diverse student groups and think 
critically about the forces that perpetuate inequality. 

Vanessa Richards Vanessa Richards is a musician, arts-based community-engagement facilitator, and artistic director. She is the founder and song 
leader of the Woodward’s Community Singers, a drop-in choir open to all people and voices, established 2009, and Creative 
Together, a song based facilitation process.She is interested in how participatory process and the role of the arts and artists 
(professional and amateur) builds place-making, the civic imagination and social sustainability. The focus of her interdisciplinary 
practice is on the role of song in contemporary common life.Community engagement through the arts initiatives have been 
developed with The Arts Club Theatre Company, Public Dreams Society, Emily Carr University of Art + Design, the Bachelor of 
Performing Arts degree programme at Capilano University, PHS Community Services and Simon Fraser University, while she was 
the Director of Community Engagement through the Arts during the initial SFU Woodward’s development.In addition to her 
ongoing community choir and song facilitation, other current projects include a critical work on poetry, singing and community 
arts, an elders chorus initiative with The Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation and Vancouver Coastal Health in addition to a 
youth-led original performance being created for the Vancouver International Children’s Festival June 2017.Richards earned an 
MPhil in Creative Writing from Cardiff University, UK, with poetry and critical works anthologized in the UK, Holland, United 
States and Canada. 

Rupert Richardson ma’iingan/ts’axtsagis/sninik agis/oyate dopa known in English as Rupert Richardson is from the Guskimukw, Nuxalk, Chippewa 
and Norweigan Nations. He is a PhD student in UBC’s Educational Studies program. Rupert has worked in the field of education 
in various capacities. He has developed curriculum for UBC’s institute for aboriginal health and was an elementary school teacher 
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at Squiala First Nation as well as sessional teacher for Stenberg College. He also worked as the indigenous graduate student 
coordinator for SFU - where he created indigenous programming that supports emotional/spiritual/mental wellness/learning for 
indigenous graduate students. Much of the work that he’s been involved with outside of the university has been working to create 
culturally inclusive programming within Vancouver’s Downtown East Side with the “culture saves lives” movement. His work 
centers indigenous knowledges and ways of learning that he credits to his time spent with family and other indigenous knowledge 
holders. 

Sam Rocha Sam Rocha is assistant professor of philosophy of education at the University of British Columbia. 
Kris Rutten Kris Rutten studied Art History and Comparative Cultural Studies, and obtained a PhD in Educational Sciences with a dissertation 

on the rhetorical and narrative turn in education. He is currently working as an assistant professor at the Department of 
Educational Studies of Ghent University, specifically within the research group Culture & Education. His main research interests 
are (new) rhetoric, cultural and media studies, literacy studies, educational theory and the intersection between art and science. He 
received the KBS Emerging Scholar Award at the 9th triennial conference of the Kenneth Burke Society (St. Louis, July 2014). 
Together with Stefaan Blancke and Ronald Soetaert he edited the forthcoming volume “Perspectives on Science & Culture” for 
Purdue University Press. He is guest editor for the journal Critical Arts. South-North Cultural and Media Studies. 

Maria Cecilia Saba Born in Brazil and raised in Peru, Maria Cecilia has always been fascinated by Latin American cultures. Before coming to 
Vancouver, she worked as an instructor at University of Lima (Peru) teaching video and documentary production. She earned her 
BA in Communication from University of Lima and furthered her education with a Diploma in Cultural Management from 
Pontificia Universidad Catolica del Peru (PUCP). In August 2014 she moved to Vancouver to pursue the Master of Arts degree in 
Comparative Media Arts at SFU, where she researched how horror films made by Peruvian Andean filmmakers expressed the 
experience of horror during the Peruvian Internal Armed Conflict (1980-2000). In October 2015 she curated and produced the first 
Andean Horror Film Fest in Vancouver. She currently works for the Reel 2 Real International Film Festival for Youth and 
collaborates with VLAFF. 

Elham Saberi Elham Sabery was born in Tehran, Iran, in 1972. She got her Bachelor of Nursing from the University of Medical Sciences, 
Tehran. Because of her interest in philosophy again went to college and graduate philosophy of Islamic Azad University. After 
that got another chance to continue education and a master's degree in curriculum. She currently a PhD student in the curriculum 
of the University of Kharazmi, in Tehran. Curriculum in her opinion one of the most attractive subject for study and research. In a 
study conducted showed that teaching critical thinking through community of inquiry can enhance media literacy in students. 

Alireza Sadeghi Alireza Sadeghi is Assistant Professor and Head of Curriculum Studies and Director of the Cultural Studies Institute at Allameh 
Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran. Dr. Sadeghi holds a Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction. He is passionate about teaching and 
research on issues of culture, multicultural education and curriculum. He has published three books and more 14 journal articles to 
date. In terms of his service to the profession, he is a founding member of the “culture and curriculum” SIG in Iran and currently 
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serves as vice editor for the Qualitative Research in Curriculum Quarterly journal. Alireza is now a Visiting Scholar at the Center 
for Culture, Identity and the Department of Education and the Educational Studies. 

Avner Segall Avner Segall is professor of education at Michigan State University. His scholarly interests combine the areas of cultural studies, 
critical pedagogy, and public pedagogy to explore the myriad ways--both in and out of school--in which pedagogy, knowledge, 
and subjectivity are in/formed, negotiated, and/or ignored. His two most recent books are "Christian Privilege in U.S. Education" 
(Routledge, 2017) and "Beyond pedagogy: Reconsidering the public purpose of museums" (SENSE, 2014). 

Ozlem Sensoy Özlem Sensoy is an associate professor in the Faculty of Education, an associate member of the Dept of Gender Sexuality and 
Women's Studies, and an affiliated faculty member with the Centre for the Comparative Study of Muslim Societies and Cultures at 
Simon Fraser University in Canada. 

Sarah Shamash Sarah Shamash is a Vancouver based media artist and PhD candidate in the Interdisciplinary Studies Graduate Program at UBC. 
Her research focus is on Indigenous film and video in Brazil. She currently teaches a course she designed on Latin American 
cinema at UBC while pursuing her creative production as an artist and filmmaker. She most recently exhibited a collaborative 
multi-platform mapping project, Telling Traces (http://tellingtraces.com/index.htm), in the scores + traces exhibition in New York 
and is in post-production for a cinematic essay on women’s soccer in Alert Bay (https://vimeo.com/123153331). 

Hongxia Shan Dr. Hongxia Shan specializes in immigration and adult education, work and learning, and pedagogy of difference. She is interested 
in not only immigrants’ learning experiences, but also the social policies and practices that shape immigrants’ changing 
subjectivities, identities, and learning engagements. 

Nilofar Shidmehr Instructor, Liberal Arts, Continuing Studies, Simon Fraser University, Canada 
Lincoln Shlensky Dr. Lincoln Z. Shlensky is an associate professor of English at the University of Victoria, where he specializes in cultural and 

media studies with a focus on postcolonialism, diasporic literature, Jewish studies, and film. 
Lynette Shultz Lynette Shultz, PhD, is Associate Dean, International, and Director of the Centre for Global Citizenship Education and Research 

in the Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta. She has published widely on the topics of education policy, democracy, 
social justice, and global citizenship with a particular focus on decolonialism and the geo-politics of knowledge. She teaches 
courses on the topics of internationalization, global governance and education policy, and global citizenship education at the 
University of Alberta and the Universidade Católica de Brasilia where she is an Adjunct Associate Professor. Contact: 
lshultz@ualberta.ca 

Michael Singh Michael Singh is a doctoral candidate in the Graduate School of Education at the University of California, Berkeley. He is enrolled 
in the Designated Emphasis program in Women, Gender, & Sexuality and is a graduate student in residence at UC Berkeley’s 
Institute for the Studies of Societal Issues. His current research interests include cultural studies, performance theories, coloniality 
and schooling, Ethnic Studies, and Latino male mentorship. Michael has worked in education as an instructor and youth 
coordinator and serves as a graduate student instructor in the Departments of Comparative Ethnic Studies and Gender & Women’s 
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Studies at UC Berkeley. His doctoral advisor is Professor Zeus Leonardo. 
Javad Abdeli 
Soltanahmadi 

Department of educational science, Urmia Branch, Islamic Azad University, Urmia, Iran. 

Mark Stern Mark Stern is an assistant professor in the Department of Educational Studies at Colgate University, USA. His work examines the 
political and cultural economies of public education. Recent work can be found in the Berkeley Review of Education and Race 
Ethnicity Education. (http://www.colgate.edu/facultysearch/FacultyDirectory/mark-stern) 

Sam Stiegler Sam Stiegler is a doctoral candidate in Curriculum Studies at the University of British Columbia. His research interests center on 
trans and queer youth studies; intersectional approaches to theories of experience; and mobile research methodologies. His work 
has been published in Curriculum Inquiry, Discourse: Studies in the Cultural Politics of Education, and Pedagogy, Culture & 
Society. 

Jen Sung Jen Sung, also goes by artist name Jen Sungshine, is a queer Taiwanese artist-activist based in Vancouver, BC. A facilitator by 
trade, she works with creative technology and social justice media to evolutionize and revolutionize QTBIPOC visibility and 
community-based work through Love Intersections, Our City of Colours, Out in Schools and the Social Justice Institute at the 
University of British Columbia. Jen’s artistic practice involves learning through unlearning; and instead of calling you out, she 
wants to call you in, to make artful social change with her. In the audience, she looks for art in your interruption. 

Mahmoud Talkhabi Mahmoud Talkhabi was born in 1970 and received his Ph.D. in Philosophy of Education from Faculty of Psychology and 
Education, Tehran University, Iran in 2011. He got his postdoctoral degree from Institute for Cognitive Science Studies (ICSS) in 
2012. At the moment, he is assistant professor at Farhangian University where he is the chancellor of Tehran branch. He is also a 
faculty member at ICSS, Iran as well as one of the founders of The Mind, Brain, and Education Studies of Iran. He is also member 
of Research, Technology and Infrastructure of Cognitive Science and Technologies Council of Iran. His main research interests 
are philosophical investigation on cognitive education and thinking in cognitive classroom. 

Derek Tannis Derek Tannis is a PhD Candidate in Educational Policy Studies at the University of Alberta and is also Manager of the 
International Student and Study Abroad Centre at the University of Saskatchewan. He has over 20 years’ experience in 
international education, including student affairs, global citizenship education, and English language education. 

Aparna Mishra Tarc Aparna Mishra Tarc is Associate Professor at York University. Her work engages cultural production in the excavation of 
(post)colonial and diasporic histories that unevenly structure the lived realities of people living in multicultural and global 
societies. She brings this postcolonial and cultural engagement with history, culture and society to the education of teachers 
entrusted to teach and respond to the unfamiliar lives of their students. Professor Tarc is the author of many articles and the book 
Literacy of the Other: Renarrating Humanity (SUNY press). 

Paul Tarc Paul Tarc received his PhD in Language, Culture and Teaching from York University in Toronto. Currently he is Associate 
Professor in the Faculty of Education at Western University in London, Ontario, Canada. His main research interests in 
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progressive and critical modes of education are articulated through 'post'-informed theories of globalization, representation, 
subjectivity and pedagogy. He positions his work within a newly-inflected field of ‘international education’ that brings together, in 
tension, certain visions of progressive education, critical theories of education with demands to challenge methodological 
nationalism and to historicize both the material phenomena and the categories of one’s research. His first book, Global dreams, 
enduring tensions: International Baccalaureate (IB) in a changing world (2009), uses the IB as the focal point to historicize the 
'international' of international education under globalization. His second book, International education in global times: Engaging 
the pedagogic (2013), focuses on the complex processes of learning and subject formation in and from one’s international 
experience. 

Haijing Tu Assistant Professor, Department of Communication, Indiana State University, USA 
Jeanette Villeneuve Jeanette Villeneuve, a member of the Samson Cree Nation, expresses gratitude for the gifts she has received through her 

involvement in a variety of Indigenous educational settings. Her experiences as a school social worker, classroom teacher, and 
adult educator have connected her with Indigenous Knowledge Holders, students, and families from urban, Métis, and First 
Nations communities. Most recently, Jeanette has provided instructional, administrative and research services for Indigenous 
post-secondary institutions located within Treaty 6 and Treaty 7 territories. Jeanette received her BSW and BEd from the 
University of Calgary and completed her MA at the University of British Columbia. She has returned to UBC to pursue doctoral 
studies within the Department of Educational Studies. Her research features the use of visual research methods to explore stories 
of cultural resurgence and survivance within Indigenous places of higher learning. 

Gerald Walton Gerald Walton’s teaching and research focuses on social justice issues, particularly how prejudice that circulates in wider society 
underlies bullying in schools. A proponent of public intellectualism, Gerald strives to bring his work out of academic contexts to 
general public audiences, including media outlets. He is the editor of The Gay Agenda: Claiming Space, Identity, and Justice 
(Peter Lang, 2014). A third-generation settler, he is an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Education at Lakehead University in 
Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada. See geraldwalton.ca for more on his work. 

Taylor Webb Taylor Webb is an Associate Professor in the Department of Educational Studies at the University of British Columbia. His books 
include Teacher Assemblage (Sense, 2009) and, with Kalervo N. Gulson, Policy Science 3.0: Policy Geophilosophy and Education 
(Sense, 2014). Webb taught at the University of Washington, Bothell prior to Vancouver, and taught elementary school for five 
years in Denver where he also served as the director of a community service program at the Downtown Aurora Visual Arts 
<http://www.davarts.org/>. 

Lisa Weems Lisa Weems is an Associate Professor of cultural studies and curriculum in the Department of Educational Leadership at Miami 
University of Ohio. Weems’ scholarship and teaching centers on issues of critical intersectionality, difference with/in community, 
and decolonizing education. She is currently finishing a book titled Staging Dissent: Young Women of Color and Transnational 
Activism. Weems is a proud Auntie, sister, scholar/activist and lover of live music.  
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Kari‐Lynn Winters Dr. Kari-Lynn Winters is an Associate Professor at Brock University in the Faculty of Education, where she teaches 
drama-in-education and language arts to teacher candidates. Her research interests include: body image, embodied pedagogies, 
children’s literature, drama, and multimodal literacies. Kari-Lynn is also a practicing artist. She assembles her scholarly work 
alongside her creative and lived experiences as a Canadian children's author, playwright, and performer. 

Angela Wiseman Associate Professor of Literacy Education, North Carolina State University, Angela’s research focus includes understanding 
literacy practices that promote an expanded view of literacy learning through multimodal, sociocultural, and transactional theories 
of literacy. Her recent publications include, “Literacy through photography: Multimodal and visual literacy in a third grade 
classroom” in the Early Childhood Education Journal. Angela teaches doctoral courses on literacy theories and qualitative research 
as well as language arts methods courses. She is the co-editor of the Journal of Children’s Literature. 

Handel Kashope Wright Handel Kashope Wright has variously been Canada Research Chair of Comparative Cultural Studies and David Lam Chair of 
Multicultural Education and is currently Professor and Director- Centre for Culture, Identity and Education, University of British 
Columbia. He is co-editor of African and Diasporic Cultural Studies (University of Toronto Press book series), associate editor of 
Critical Arts and editorial board member of several journals including the International Journal of Cultural Studies; European 
Journal of Cultural Studies and Postcolonial Studies in Education. He has published extensively on Africana cultural studies, 
cultural studies of education, multiculturalism and its alternatives and qualitative research. His recent publications include the 
co-edited books Cultural Studies of Transnationalism (Routledge, 2012); Precarious International Multicultural Education (Sense, 
2012) and The Promised Land: History and Historiography of the Black Experience (University of Toronto, 2014); an edited 
special issue on “The Worldliness of Stuart Hall” (International Journal of Cultural Studies, 19 (1), 2016) and co-edited issue on 
“Contemporary Orientations in African Cultural Studies” (Critical Arts, 30 (4), 2017). He is the convener of the International 
Conference on Cultural Studies and Education (Vancouver, May4-6, 2017). 

Ran Xiang Ran Xiang is a MA student in Educational Studies at UBC. Her research interests are identity politics, migration and diaspora, 
transnationalism and cosmopolitanism. 

Yao Xiao Yao Xiao is a migrant, a poet, and currently a PhD candidate in the Department of Educational Studies, University of British 
Columbia. Yao’s dissertation explores how pride – as political consciousness and in praxis – offers a way to learn the complexity 
and sensitivity of Chinese power, primarily based on the life stories of Vancouver-based community activists across generations 
and variously entangled with diasporic Chineseness. Yao’s academic work appeared in cultural studies and citizenship education 
journals, with duo-focus: to reflexively locate and politicize Cantonese cultures/migrations/relations on the one hand, and to 
collaboratively work towards cultural studies of education on the other. 

Yan Zhang Associate Professor, School of Journalism and Communication, Liaoning University, China 
Yinan Zheng Yinan Zheng is a MA student in the Department of Educational Studies, UBC. Her research explores social exclusion issues of 

Chinese migrant women in Canada, focusing on multiple forms of exclusion, Chinese immigrant women’s social location, and 
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their development of subjectivity under multiple oppressions. 
Yaying Zhong Yaying Zhong (Frankie) is a MA student in the Department of Educational Studies, University of British Columbia. Her research 

focuses are in philosophy of education, politics and education, sociology, and critical pedagogy. Her on-going MA research 
pertains to Paulo Freire’s critical pedagogy. She also cares about international students and their mental health. Yaying has 
volunteered for UBC Speakeasy program and UBC Wellness Center for two years and is now doing a practicum at UBC 
International Student Development. She is managing a program regarding UBC's international students and their mental health and 
wellbeing. She received her Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy from Jilin University, China in 2014. 

	  


