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What has poststructuralism to do with 
education?

• Many authors discuss educational issues in 
poststructural terms

• Many theorists extend poststructuralism using 
educational issues

• Poststructuralism has fundamentally challenged 
all social sciences & humanities

• New directions: postcolonialism, queer theories, 
feminist poststructuralism, society in technology 
studies . . . .



Your encounters with 
poststructuralism . . .

• Authors
?

• Concept
s?



Vocabulary?

• Binaries
• Logocentrism
• Grand narrative
• Sovereign 

subject
• Regimes of truth
• Power/knowledg

e
• Disciplinary 

power
• Technologies
• Discourse

• Différance
• Decentered
• Deconstruction
• Subjectivities
• Positionality
• Self-reflexivity
• Archaeology
• Genealogy



Language

• educated/uneducated
• rational . . .
• competent . . . 
• normal . . .
• learner . . .
• formal learning . . .
• protection . . .
• permission slip . . .



“In the new, global knowledge economy of the 21st 
century, prosperity depends on innovation, which, in 
turn, depends on the investments that we make in the 
creativity and talents of our people. We must invest not 
only in technology and innovation but also, in the 
Canadian way….…

“Academic institutions have an essential role to play in 
strengthening Canada’s innovation performance. They 
have acknowledged that they too must continue to 
strive for excellence and rise to the innovation 
challenge.”

Knowledge Matters,

Canada’s Innovation Strategy, 2002



Analysing language

• How do meanings change?

• How have some meanings 
emerged as normative and 
others have been eclipsed or 
disappeared?

• What do these processes reveal 
about how power is constituted 
and operates?



Discourse
• “a historically, socially and 

institutionally specific structure of 
statements, terms, categories, and 
beliefs”

Eg.

globalization
femininity

Educational 
discourses?



Discourse of Innovation

“Welcome to the attention 
economy, in which the newest 
scarcest resource isn’t ideas or 
even talent, but attention 
itself.”





“One of the characteristics of a big 
research university is you are right at 
the forefront creating new knowledge, 
not just recycling somebody else’s 
knowledge”

University of Alberta Academic Vice-President, 
April 2003, commenting on Innovation Fund



“Canada needs a greater number of innovative people 
driving innovation, or applying innovations, to be competitive . . . 
The term “innovation” refers to both the creative process of 
applying knowledge and the outcome of that process. Innovations 
can be “world first,” new to Canada or simply new to the 
organization that applies them. Innovation has always been a 
driving force in economic growth and social development. But in 
today’s knowledge-based economy, the importance of innovation 
has increased dramatically.

“. . . .We are not maximizing our current skill potential…
reports conclude that Canada’s innovation performance is 
weak, and that this is affecting productivity levels and 
economic performance.

“. . . .Ultimately, individuals are responsible for their own 
learning and development . . .”

Knowledge Matters, Canada’s Innovation Strategy, 2002



Fall 2003

Ready-to-Wear
Christian Dior



BMW Mini Cooper

Most Innovative 
Campaign



Best Magazine Ads 2002
Duncan Hines Cake Mixes



• NOVELTY

• UTILITY

• PERFORMANCE

• ACQUISITION

• EXCLUSION



Analysing discourses 
(poststructurally)

• How does discourse 
function?

• Where is it to be found?
• How does it get produced 

and regulated?
• What are its social effects?
• How does it exist?



Your turn . . . 



Subjectivity

• There is no
‘authentic self’ - no 
centered, unified, 
intentional author 
of action and 
meaning

• There is no centre 
of 
consciousnessnes
s (or of rationality, 
man, God, etc.) Fabiénne Audioud and John Russell

'What Do You Represent’ 2000



Subjectivity

• What subjectivities are mobilized?
• How and where are subjectivities 

positioned?
• How are subjectivities shaped through . . 

.
• practices in particular sites?

• encounters?
• representations and aesthetics?

• the gaze of others?



Las meninas

Diego Velazquez

1656



Education and Subjectivity

What new configurations of 
subjectivity are possible?

How can subjects become 
aware of their own constituted 
nature?
How can people learn new 
subjectivities?
What new subject positions can 
be learned?



Governmentality

• Power/knowledge relations
• Government of oneself (personal 

conduct,
• Government of souls (pastoral 

doctrine)
• Government of children

(pedagogy)

through

Regimes of practices





Governmentality

Disciplinary practices

Observation/Surveillan
ce
(Panopticon)



Governmentality

Disciplinary practices in 
schooling

Observation
Classification 
(normalization)
Examination

Technologies of the self:
confession
self-regulation



Your turn . . . 
Article discussion:

Teacher professional growth 
plans



Deconstruction

• Aims “to dismantle the metaphysical and 
rhetorical structures which are at work, 
not in order to reject or discard them, but 
to reinscribe them in another way”

• De-naturalize
• Disturb the logic
• Show the historical construction
• Locate the promising marginal text
• Disclose the undecidable moment
• Reverse the resident hierarchy
• Dismantle - in order to reconstitute



Deconstructio
n

• Erasure
• Absence/pres

ence

Zero and not

Joseph Kosuth 1989



Untitled

Cy Twombly 1960



Deconstruction
Derrida: Writing

Drawing hands
M C Escher 1948

Pedagogy:
Reader-

response
Reject 

canons
Critique 

author-ity
Writing as
difference



Deconstruction

• Aims “to dismantle the metaphysical and 
rhetorical structures which are at work, 
not in order to reject or discard them, but 
to reinscribe them in another way”

• De-naturalize
• Disturb the logic
• Show the historical construction
• Locate the promising marginal text
• Disclose the undecidable moment
• Reverse the resident hierarchy
• Dismantle - in order to reconstitute



“Poststructuralism does 
not allow us to place the 
blame elsewhere, 
outside our own daily 
activities, but demands 
that we examine our own 
complicity in the 
maintenance of social 
injustice.”



Your turn . . . 
Article discussion:

Poststructural feminism in 
education



reclaiming . . . .
• transgressing

• tracing innovating networks

• integrating


